Barbara “Bunny” Skinner
August 19, 1936 - March 20, 2011

8/19/1936 – 3/20/2011
Barbara Louise Skinner of Bellingham passed away on March 20, 2011 in Bellingham,
WA.
Born in St. Paul, Minnesota on August 19, 1936 to Robert and Wilhelmina “Billie” Adam,
she was a devoted wife, mother and grandmother, enthusiastic about every aspect of her
life. We will miss her energetic spirit and enthusiasm for life, her smiles and hugs, her
love of conversation, her contrarian viewpoint, her love of the natural world and her love of
music, especially while singing and playing the piano, her love of literature, and the
beautiful touch she added to her surroundings. An accomplished pianist, she studied
music at Northwestern University in Chicago and earned her degree at University of
Minnesota in English as a member of Pi Beta Phi Sorority.
Barbara supported her family’s ambitions by moving cross-country to relocate in the
northwest and to help build the family’s home of 38 years in Everson, WA. Always active
in the community, Barbara served with the League of Women Voters, the
Bellingham/Whatcom County Housing Authority, and 18 years as manager of the Everson
McBeath Library for the Whatcom County Library System. She was also an involved
supporter of the Everson Garden Club, 4H, local book clubs, Friends of the Library and
their fundraising efforts, and initiated a speaker series through the Everson Library. She
has supported and encouraged all those that have been a part of her life.
Barbara is survived by her husband of 52 years, Harrison, daughter Susan Brown of
Woodinville, WA (Clayton), son Michael Skinner of Seattle, WA (Judy Lin), and daughter
Stephanie Skinner of Bellingham, WA (Brian O’Neill), grandchildren Cody & Jesse Brown
and Shayla & Maya Skinner, sisters Gayle Craig (Leavenworth, WA), Mary Jane Nelson
(Lutsen, MN) and brother Bob Adam (Bonita Springs, FL).
The Friends of the Everson Library and the family of Barbara Skinner invite you to a
celebration of Barbara’s life that will be held at the Everson McBeath Library, 104 Kirsch
Drive, Everson, WA, 98247, on Sunday, April 10, 2011 at 2:00pm.

Comments

“

I was so sad to read of Barbara’s passing even though I haven’t seen her for over
twenty years. She was a very important person in my life as a newcomer to rural
Whatcom County looking for something interesting to do. Barbara provided that with
her great ideas for the Everson Library, the Friends group, and her personalized
suggestions for good books to read. She inspired me and my children to become
more involved in the community and made our weekly trips to the library an event we
all looked forward to. I always admired Harry and Barbara and their dedication to the
community and also appreciated the fact that mine wasn’t the only family living an
alternative lifestyle in the woods outside of Everson. Barbara was truly a class act
and will be sorely missed by all.

Carol Singler (Ness) - July 12, 2011 at 09:34 PM

“

I met Barb when I was 8 years old, when she worked at the Everson Library. Thanks
to her love of books and knowledge of children’s literature, I became an avid reader.
Every Saturday my family would come into “town” to shop for groceries, and visit the
library. Barb always had a “must read” for me, and introduced me to books and
satiated my appetite for knowledge.
She was always interested in my activities and interests, and demonstrated what it
means to have a true commitment to community . I volunteered every summer during
the “Friends of the Library” booksale, and loved the opportunity to be around her
energy. It’s been years since I lived in Everson, but I will always remember Barb
Skinner and the powerful influence she wielded during my young adolescent years.
You will be missed!
Michele Ness

Michele Ness - July 12, 2011 at 04:08 PM

“

Harry, Stephanie and family – My thoughts and prayers go out to you during this time
after Barb’s lengthy illness. I have many fine memories of her time esp. at “our”
Everson Library…

Elisa Claassen - April 04, 2011 at 01:04 PM

“

When Barb hired me 21 years ago to work at the library I did not realize the life
transformation I was in for. Barb took me under her wing and gave me my own wings
to try. She was a beaming presence, of great awareness and a fiery spirit to go with
it. I consider my life much the better to have known and shared some of her path. I
love seeing the photos of her and the family. All the Skinners were and are a true

testament to what it means to be a vital member of one’s community. It was
serendipitous indeed, the day I made her aquaintance. My heart goes out to the
entire family.
Susan
Susan Johns - March 29, 2011 at 04:32 PM

“

Barb had the ability to see the potential in people who came to the library and
encouraged them to share their talents in service to the community. In her presence
one felt welcomed and appreciated. In yoga class I appreciated her joy and
dedication to the practice. I miss her.
My heart goes out to the Skinner Family for their loss,
Ute

Ute Reeves - March 28, 2011 at 02:57 PM

“

Barbara was one of those people who could make you feel that you were the most
special person in her life. She was always welcoming, always warm. The world has
lost a little sparkle because she has left us and I am going to miss her.

Gretchen Gahan - March 28, 2011 at 06:09 AM

“

Harry, I enjoyed looking at the pictures of you and Bunny. I wish I had known her in
the days before her illness. I’m glad I got to meet her that day I brought over the
Xmas goodies. I enjoyed getting to know her through her obituary. She was obviously
a very accomplished person.

Dale and Judy Cosgrove - March 27, 2011 at 11:34 AM

“

I knew Bunny in high school and we became great friends. Played a lot of bridge,
went to Glacier National Park and worked in the kitchen, and went to Europe on a 60
day summer trip (20 days on the ship) & I was at her wedding to Harry, in fact I was
in it. I loved looking at the pictures – she became lovelier as she grew older. I always
thought in the back of my mind that I would try and get a hold of her but never did
anything about it and now I can put that thought away. Even though I haven’t seen
Bunny in almost 50 years, I will always have great memories about her. My love to
Harry and the family.

Jane Williamson Forbes - March 27, 2011 at 09:25 AM

“

Barbara was the librarian who greeted me when I first took our 3-year old son (1986)
to story time. She was always friendly and helpful, and so easy to work with. Even in
later years when I would see her in the Red Apple (now Everson Market) she would
stop to chat, ask about our family, and tell a little bit what she was up to. Because
she was so caring for others, she brightened the lives of many.

Marlene Severson - March 26, 2011 at 05:13 AM

“

I truly admired Barbara Skinner, she was the most welcoming person to me and my
children when we first moved to Everson. I am eternally grateful to her and will
always remember her with great fondness. My sincerest condolences to the Skinner
family, thank you for sharing her with the entire community all those years.

Bedelia Samson - March 26, 2011 at 03:46 AM

“

My family knew Bunny for many years. We were 4-Her’s together. She was always
willing to help out, always there for support. All of the kids in the club appreciated her
smile and her enthusiasm.
She made a huge impact on a lot of young lives.
Kathy Bronkema

Kathy Bronkema - March 25, 2011 at 09:00 PM

“

Barbara will be sorely missed. I remember she instituted the ‘Fine Forgiveness
coupons’ which were a boon to my family of five homeschooled children that were
forever forgetting books in the most unlikely places until after the due date! Also, I
remebedr ther big laugh she and I had over her placing me ‘on the list’ to receive the
unabridged dictionary when it was due to be replaced with a newer copy. She
laughed that gleeful laugh of hers and said: “I think you are about the 28th person on
the list, though!” She sold me a 25 cent little whip of a rose that is now a twelve foot
high rosebush–with beautiful pouffy pink blooms. Whe also introduced me to
‘goutweed’ which turned out to be a lovely groundcover that I’ve since shared with
many people. She was always so personable with my kids and had a way of focusing
on a person so you felt like you were important to her. I will miss her and am grateful
to have had her in my life!
Love, Kathy Waters

Kathy Waters - March 25, 2011 at 08:18 PM

“

When I relocated to Whatcom County from California almost 30 years ago, I was
looking for a place to belong, and thus met Barbara when she was managing the
Everson Library. Her energy, intelligence, smile, enthusiasm and support will always
be remembered and cherished.

Mary Penttinen-King - March 25, 2011 at 04:33 PM

“

Although I haven’t seen Bunny for years it doesn’t fade the warm memories I have of
her. She had a way of lighting up a room with her presence and welcome you into
her heart. I am so grateful to have known her. She was an angel to many. Darcee
Dahl-Burdick

Darcee Dahl-Burdick - March 24, 2011 at 08:15 PM

“

When I think of Barbara I remember many long conversations over a beverage or a
meal, with the excuse of doing Friends of the Library business. She was such a great
person to talk with. We could talk about anything. She was full of ideas and loved to
brainstorm with me about library programming and our own lives. She was smart,
funny, loyal and a great friend. I can see her now doing her yoga poses.

Susan Given-Seymour - March 24, 2011 at 11:56 AM

“

Barbara was such a blessing to our young, home schooling family when she served
as the manager of the Everson Library. She was always glad to help the children find
just the perfect book, and then would converse with them about their reading and
interests. In later years she continued to take a lively interest in knowing how the kids
were doing as they continued on in life. I am thankful we were privileged to know and
love Barbara. Goodbye, dear Barbara.

Joyce Taron - March 23, 2011 at 05:50 PM

