William Godden
July 27, 1923 - April 6, 2012

07/27/1923 – 04/06/2012
Bill Godden, age 88 of Bellingham, WA went to be with the Lord on April 6, 2012.
One of six children, Bill was born July 27, 1923 to Lillian and John Godden in Bangor, N.
Ireland. After graduating from Queen’s University Belfast in 1943, Bill worked within a
team of six engineers designing military bridging for the advancement of the Allied armies
during WWII in Europe and North Africa. Bill received his PhD from Queen’s University in
1951, where he also served on faculty. He met his wife in 1954 while on a one year
sabbatical leave to the University of Illinois at Urbana. Bill married Anna Elizabeth Finley
on August 26, 1957 in Guildford, England. They lived in Bangor until they moved to
Berkeley, CA in 1964, and then to Bellingham, WA in 2009. Bill taught Civil Engineering
and served a term as Associate Dean of the School of Engineering at the University of
California, Berkeley from 1964 until he retired in 1991 as Professor Emeritus.
Bill was a loving husband, father and grandfather who lived life to the fullest. He enjoyed
family meals and gatherings, music, art, traveling, and bird watching. He was an
accomplished pianist, photographer, and artist. Bill and Anna made a tradition of
welcoming many university students and visiting scholars into their home for a meal. Bill’s
commitment to the work of the church and its young people began with Scripture Union
UK and continued throughout his life locally, nationally and globally. He served as a faithful
member of First Presbyterian Church of Berkeley for 45 years, as well as serving on the
Board of Trustees at San Francisco Theological Seminary. He believed that one of the
greatest gifts of life is the blessing of strong ties with family and friends.
Bill is survived by his loving wife of 54 years Anna Godden, son John (Catherine) Godden,
daughter Kay (David) Hageman, grandchildren Thomas Godden, Emma
Hageman, Sarah Hageman, Matt (Julie) Hageman, Josh (Erica) Hageman and their
daughter Hailey. He was preceded in death by four brothers and one sister. He treasured
his family members, including his many nieces and nephews, grandnieces and
grandnephews. A Funeral service will be held in Silex, Missouri. A Memorial service will
be held in Berkeley, CA. Memorials may be made to the American Bible Society at
www.americanbible.org or World Vision at www.worldvision.org

Comments

“

I remember Bill, Charlie, Harry and Mary on Roome Bay Beach, Crail in Scotland at
the CSSM. They were all a profound influence on so many young lives in the 1950s
and into the 1960s and I remember them all with gratitude and respect. My deepest
sympathies go to all the family.

Ann Macnaughtan - October 29, 2013 at 05:08 PM

“

Anna we were very sorry to, very recently, learn the Bill had passed on to be with his
and your Lord.

Sheena & John Mc Ilwrath - May 10, 2012 at 01:02 PM

“

Dearest Anna,
The past two years with you and Bill have been an amazing experience and created
memories I will always cherish. I will miss Bill tremendously. He created a strong
presence in the lives he touched as do you. I grew as a person and as a Christian
from knowing you both. Thank you. Love, Susan

Susan Schmidt - April 17, 2012 at 06:54 AM

“

Anna and all. We were so sorry to hear of Bill’s passing. We have been talking about
the time in 1971 when you lived in Switzerland and John was in service in Germany
and we visited you all. We have such fond memories of all of you.

Helen and John Finley - April 14, 2012 at 07:09 AM

