Wathagene Bailey
August 8, 1925 - January 22, 2013

08/08/1925 – 01/22/2013
Wathagene Bailey, age 87 passed away on Tuesday, January 22, 2013 in Bellingham,
WA. She was born August 8, 1925 in Galena, KS to Henry and Dorothy (Morgan) Upton.
She worked 17 years as a supervisor for Pacific Bell and for 20 years as a hospital
account supervisor in Los Gatos, CA. When she moved to Bellingham in 2005, she
became a faithful and devoted member of Trinity Lutheran Church. Wathagene was a
faithful and devoted member of Trinity Lutheran Church in Bellingham. She was very
active in the Republican Party and served in leadership positions in both the Tuolumne
County Republican Women of California and the Republican Women of Whatcom County.
She also served as president of her sorority, Beta Sigma Phi. Wathagene was preceded
in death by her husband Elmer, sister Betty and mother Dorothy. She is survived by her
daughters Devora (husband Bob) Detherage, Cheryl (husband Tom) Koonsman,
grandchildren Aaron Koonsman, Heather Rutherford (husband Jeff), Naomi Hunsaker
(husband Geoff), great-grandchildren Desmond and Lily Hunsaker, brother John Upton
and many loving relatives and friends. A Memorial Service will be held at Trinity Lutheran
Church, 119 Texas St. in Bellingham on Saturday, February 2nd at 11 AM, followed by a
reception at the church. Memorials may be made to the Republican Women of Whatcom
County, c/o Lisa Sherry, President, 917 W. Pacificview Drive, Bellingham, WA 98229.

Comments

“

Watha and my mother, Betty (Zimmer) Swoffer were best friends as young women,
and have remained “friends at a distance” all these many years, exchanging
Christmas cards and the occasional phone call even when they hadn’t seen each
other in a long time. My mother now lives in Riverside, California and a few years
ago Watha came to visit for a few days. I had the privilege of going to dinner with
them at the Mission Inn and we had a delightful time. I only remembered Watha from
when I was a young girl – when she always sent matching outfits to my sister and me
every Christmas, and once when we visited her family while we were on a summer
vacation. I recognized right away the extraordinary woman she was, and appreciated
the enduring friendship she and my mother have enjoyed all these years. Since my
mother doesn’t use a computer, I am writing these few lines in her behalf, with much
sympathy to Devora and Cheryl especially, and a huge thank you to Devora for
calling to let me know of Watha’s passing. May God bless and keep all of you as you
carry warm and special memories of Watha in your hearts forever.

Kay Swoffer Follett - January 31, 2013 at 07:24 AM

“

What a powerful yet gentle women. She will be missed.
~ Lynn Carpenter

Lynn Carpenter - January 30, 2013 at 12:46 PM

“

On January 15th Watha sent me an email of a cowboy or horseback and a story
about getting into heaven. It said, “A ‘forward’ lets you know you’re still remembered,
still important, still cared about. So the next time you get a ‘forward,’ don’t think of it
as just another joke. Realize you’ve been thought of today and your friend on the
other end just wanted to send you a smile.” I wrote back that I missed her so much!
The last sentence said I was welcome at her watering hole anytime. That was only
10 days ago and now she’s gone. We’ll not reach that watering hole together again
until I’m gone. We had such fun. One year we went to see the Rockettes. Another
year we saw the Lipizan stallions. I so enjoyed her. Watha, when I get to heaven, will
you take me to see the angelic choir? I know we’ll have fun again.
~ Robin Williams

Robin Williams - January 30, 2013 at 12:45 PM

“

Wathagene and I had breakfast together not too long ago. It was always a pleasure
to spend time with her. She was strong and gentle, proper and fun. To me, a true lady
and someone we will all miss. Rest in peace, my friend.
~ Sandi Peterson

Sandi Peterson - January 30, 2013 at 12:44 PM

“

Watha was such a wonderful friend. I will always treasure her last phone call to me.
Yes, it was about Parliamentarian “stuff” for Republican Women but we also laughed
and chatted about old times and other dear friends. Even though she left California,
she never left our friendship. She was special, she was dear and I loved her for
always just being Watha. She has left a strong legacy to be admired. God has a
wonderful angel with him now – sitting at his right hand and helping him with
Parliamentary procedures. Love you and miss you my dear friend.

Joy Stewart - January 28, 2013 at 05:49 PM

“

“Some people come into our lives and quietly stay.
Others stay for a while, leaving footprints in our hearts and minds,
and we are never the same.”
Wathagene’s presence will forever be a part of those, who were lucky to have her as
a friend.
The strength of her character, the force of her commitment to the causes, she held
dear,
and her love of life itself will continue in our memories of her.
We will remember her lessons on how to become more active and effective as
women
in our community. We will remember her, when we sit up more straightly, speak
more clearly, offer our friendship more gracefully, and do it with the same manner
and dignity with which Wathagene lived her life.
I remain ever grateful, that my path crossed hers and shall remember her always.

lisa sherry - January 28, 2013 at 04:40 PM

“

Wathagene was a true mentor and strong women in the Republican Party. She left a
legacy of strong women to follow her example.

Susan McKee - January 28, 2013 at 10:00 AM

“

Wathagene was one of the kindest most caring individuals I have ever had the
privilege to know. She loved to talk about her family and how proud she was of her
children, grandchildren, and great grandchildren. She was always in the mood for a
friendly conversation and always had a way of making me feel better after talking
with her. She was truly a great person and will be deeply missed by those who knew
and loved her.

Tate Berg - January 25, 2013 at 08:12 PM

“

Wathagene was a tremendous inspiration to me. To have her energey and attitude at
her age was remarkable and I just treasure the memories of her at the many
Republican Women Events we attended together. We also visited many times at the
Parkway Chateau when her mother and my husband’s mother were residents there.
She was a grand lady and I never saw her compromise her principals. She was a
stickler for Parlimentary rule and she schooled all of the Republican Women on them
over the years – including the constant reminder that your name badge goes on your
right side – NOT YOUR LEFT. That way when you shake hands your name is
obvious. I feel blessed that I could consider her a friend
and I will miss her wonderful smile.

Cristi Lysne - January 25, 2013 at 04:06 PM

“

I will treasure my memories of Wathagene. When she joined our local club the
information she shared about the mission and history of the Federation of Republican
Women was invaluable to me. I remember meeting up with her at one of our national
conventions where she introduced me to her friend from California. My thought was
that I want to bejust as active when I am their age! After my election to the National
Federation of Republican Women’s board, Wathagene encouraged me and
continued to offer much needed advice. Wathagene was a proud mom and grandma
and loved sharing what her children and grandchildren were doing. I felt as those I
knew her family from her wonderful stories. Wathagene was an example to me of
keeping on in faith, loving family and serving. And she did it with a smile!

Eileen Sobjack - January 25, 2013 at 02:03 PM

“

Our family met Watha when her daughter Cheryl and her young family moved to live
in London in the 1980's. Watha joined in the fun we had raising our kids and gave
wise words of wisdom from time to time when needed. We shall always remember
her smiling and her wonderful sense of humour. In particular, I will remember her
looking round my garden and telling me that the flowers (geraniums) I had potted up
were weeds in California as they grew everywhere and we were struggling to keep
them alive in our climate. I will remember our walks around the Royal Horticultural
Society gardens at Wisley with all our children. We sat drinking coffee and chatting
whilst they played happily in the sunshine. She will be sorely missed and our
thoughts are with her family at this time. xxx

lindy - January 25, 2013 at 03:03 AM

“

Wathagene served the Republican Party selflessly since she arrived in Whatcom
County. She worked tirelessly to lead and educate in her neighborhood and
community. She patiently instructed me on Parlimentary Procedure and I am grateful
for her influence in Whatcom Republicans and Republican Women of Whatcom
County. She is deeply loved and will be greatly missed. Our loss, heaven’s gain.

Luanne Van Werven - January 24, 2013 at 09:39 PM

“

Wathagene was my mentor . We served on the Republican Women of Whatcom
County Board for many years, and when I asked her to be our Parlimentarian for the
Washington State Board she did not hesitate. She was a caring, devoted Republican
who was forever making sure we followed the Robers Rules and Bylaws to the
fullest, showing her wonderful sense of humor and pointed finger when we didn’t do
it correctly. I will forever miss my dear friend.
Jeanne Quinlivan
First vice president,RWWC
Past President, Washington Federation of Republican Women

Jeanne Quinlivan - January 24, 2013 at 05:27 PM

