Walter Eric Deming
February 8, 1943 - April 28, 2020

Walter E. Deming, longtime resident of Whatcom County, passed away April 28, 2020.
Walt was 97, born in Longmont, CO on February 8, 1923 to Wallace and Lucia Deming.
After graduating from Longmont High School, Walt joined the U.S. Coast Guard. He
served on the USS Evergreen in Greenland during WWII, crossing the Arctic Circle in
September of 1944. After Walt’s honorable discharge from the Coast Guard he worked
nights in a lumber mill while he earned a pilot’s license. He worked in the commercial
fishing industry in Alaska and worked for over thirty years on tug boats, first for Bellingham
Tug and Barge then Foss Maritime as a deckhand/engineer. Walt and his wife Maxine
purchased their home on Slater Road in 1962, where they raised their family. Maxine
passed away in 1985. Walter married Evelyn Arnold in 1988 and they honeymooned in
New Zealand and Australia. Walt was able to summit Ayers Rock. Evelyn passed away in
2003. He had a love for the outdoors from the time he was a boy. Walt shared with his
family stories about many camping and fishing trips with his brother Henry. He enjoyed
many years of fishing and camping in the United States and Canada with his daughter
Lucia and her husband Steve, along with friends of sixty years, Ron and Twila Rittenberg.
Walt’s love of geology included the quest for gold, a quest he shared with Carol’s husband
Joe. He spent many an hour, gold pan in hand, in cold river waters. Walt lived on Slater
Road until moving to town in 2016. His grandson Brett, was a great help to Walt in his last
few years on his farm. Walt was a former member of the Whatcom County Cattleman’s
Assoc., Mt. Baker Beekeepers Assoc., Mt. Baker Rock and Gem Club, and the North
Bellingham Grange. He was a member of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church for over 60 years.
Walt is survived by his daughters, Lucia (Steve) Smith, Cathie Applegate, Christine Smith,
and Carolyn Langston and adopted son Stanley Martin; 9 grandchildren, and numerous
great and great-great-grandchildren, relatives and friends. The family wishes to thank
Ingrid of Louisa Place for her special care of and show of respect for our dad. We'd also
like to thank the entire staff of Whatcom Hospice House. They made a difficult situation
easier. Memorials may be made to Whatcom Hospice House or to the St. Anne’s Guild at
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. Visitation will be held at Westford Funeral Home on Monday,
May 4th from 1-3 PM. A private family burial service with military honors will be held. You
may share your memories of Walt at www.westfordfuneralhome.com.
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Westford Funeral Home & Cremation Services
1301 Broadway, Bellingham, WA, US, 98225

Comments

“

Walter was my grandpa Deming. I remember him for his hay farm out on Slater Rd. I
remember him being a mans-man and always taking my brothers with him on
camping trips or rock finding expeditions. He was somewhat a father for them both.
My heart aches for you both Brett Eric Deming
And Bradley Eugene Deming

Leslie Owens - May 08, 2020 at 04:47 PM

“

Most Sundays we'd see Walter at church and my husband and I (we're in our forties)
always looked for him at coffee hour because we admired and like him so much.
We'd chat for a bit and share stories which always ended up with a few laughs at
least. Eventually it became more challenging for him to attend services and we
visited him at the Willows on occasion. I regret that we didn't know him that long but I
guess I should say the opposite, we were fortunate to have known him in those few
years. Whenever my husband and I talk about Walter, we'd say, "I want to be like
Walter." He is one of those few individuals in my life that has made a big influence in
a small but powerful way. Go well Walter! See you again my sweet gentle friend.

Kate Brigham - May 03, 2020 at 06:03 PM

“

My sympathy to all of Walter's dear ones. I loved having Walter for a friend at St.
Paul's, where we would discuss Scripture and life and funny stories. There were
several times we got the giggles in hearing the Lesson or the Word-- maybe I was a
semi-bad influence, and he would give me a stern look and shortly afterward would
grin, just like the picture of him here. It was a privilege to know him and to hear about
his life. I know he is in Heaven now, and I hope he knows I miss him but one day
we'll meet again. <3
Julie Potter Marx - May 2

Julie Marx - May 02, 2020 at 11:29 PM

“

Lucia I am very sorry for your loss. I remember your Dad since I was a child. He was
neighbors with my Grandma, Juanita Richbaw. When she fell ill he came to the
hospital to visit her. He was a very kind man. May he rest in peace.

Rachelle Woods - April 30, 2020 at 12:35 PM

