Veronica Mary Westford
December 11, 1914 - January 15, 2018

After 103 beautiful years, Veronica Mary Westford passed away on Monday, January 15,
2018 in Bellingham, WA. Born December 11, 1914 in Mohall, North Dakota to Tom and
Ruth Rocke, she was the second oldest of nine children and grew up on the family farm.
While working as a registered nurse at a hospital in 1936, one of her patients was John E.
Westford, a local funeral director. They had an immediate connection. John moved out
West to Bellingham, WA, and Veronica soon followed. On June 13, 1938 they were
married at Church of the Assumption. Together they raised their five children; Joanne,
Jack, Jim, Barbara and Mike. In 1943 they purchased Homer Mark Mortuary, which would
become Westford Funeral Home. Veronica was a great support to John’s political career
as Mayor of Bellingham from 1956-1968. She attended Church of the Assumption and
later Sacred Heart, and was a member of the Catholic Daughters of the Americas.
Veronica and Johnny were active in the Bellingham Golf & Country Club, Bellingham
Yacht Club, and the Lions Club. Her volunteer efforts included organizing the Mary Knight
Hospital Guild and the Culinary Cruise cancer fundraiser, and she was an honorary
lifetime member of the WA State board of the American Cancer Society. In their retirement
years they wintered at the Happy Wanderer in Indio, CA. Veronica maintained a special
relationship with her kids, grandkids and great-grandkids who knew her as “Grams”.
Known by some as “Lady Veronica”, she was gracious, endearing and an excellent
hostess. Veronica was preceded in death by husband John (1991); daughters Joanne
(2009) and Barbara (2013); siblings, Vincent, Jim, Dorothy “Dova”, Pat, Fran “Mike” and
Winnie. She is survived by three sons, Jack (Nancy) Westford, Jim (Micki) Westford and
Mike (Connie) Westford; son-in-law, Kurt Danielson; 11 grandchildren, Shaughn (John),
Ian, Cheryl (Brad), Erikka, Travis, Tyler, Brenda, Rob (Rianna), AJ (Kayleen), Jason and
Michelle (David); 15 great-grandchildren; 2 great-great grandchildren; sisters Grace Reid
and Joan Boone, and many loving relatives and friends. Grams, as the “Rocke” of our
family for so many years, inspired us to be strong when times are tough, to love our
families, and to remain faithful to our Lord Jesus Christ. ‘I have fought the good fight, I
have finished the race, I have kept the faith.’ 2 Timothy 4:7-8. Grams, we love you with all
of our hearts and you will live on with each of us forever. Memorials may be made to Hope
House c/o Church of the Assumption, 2116 Cornwall Ave., Bellingham, WA, 98225. A vigil

prayer service with sharing time will be held at Westford Funeral Home at 5 PM on
Sunday, January 21st, followed by a dinner reception across the street at Westford’s
Broadway Hall. Mass of Christian Burial will be held at Church of the Assumption at 10:30
AM on Monday, January, 22nd. Reception following at the Church. Final resting place will
be Bayview Cemetery. You may share memories with the family at http://www.westfordfun
eralhome.com.

Cemetery

Events

Bayview Cemetery

JAN

1420 Woburn Street

21

Bellingham, WA, 98226

Vigil Service

05:00PM

Westford Funeral Home & Cremation Services
1301 Broadway, Bellingham, WA, US, 98225

JAN
22

Mass of Christian Burial

10:30AM

Church of the Assumption
2116 Cornwall Ave, Bellingham, WA, US, 98225

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Westford Funeral Home & Cremation - February 06, 2019 at 02:24 PM

“

We are praying for you, Jim & Micki and your family. May you feel the love & comfort
of The Lord at this time and in the days ahead. We love you so very much. Love Billy
& Pam Farrar & Your Grace Church Family

Pamela Farrar - January 23, 2018 at 07:12 AM

“

Jack, Nancy and Rob,
We send our condolences and prayers for you and the whole family. Although we did
not know your Mom and grandma, we so appreciate the whole Westford family. She
must have been the guiding light for you all.
With sympathy,
John and Sandy Bartle

sandra Bartle - January 21, 2018 at 01:30 AM

“

I am so sad to think of all of you having to go through this time but know that this
rather large family will be sharing many great memories and stories over the next few
days. As far as this wonderful woman is concerned, I will always remember the
wonderful time we were blsssed to spend together. In particular, the smile on her
face as she got that first sip through the straw of a Boomer’s chocolate milkshake,
the delight of a hot peach cobbler at Anthony’s, and the coconut prawns at the
Hearthfire. Aside from our social outings, she loved Bellingham and so enjoyed the
drives around the city to see what was new. It was also very important to her that her
husband and family’s final resting spot was taken care of with flowers and
maintenance so a trip there once a month was always on the calendar.. Veronica
was game for any adventure whether it was in Skagit or Whatcom county. She never
complained about anything, physical or otherwise and I was blessed to be called her
friend. I am so sorry for your loss but this wonderful woman gave us 103 years. Is
there any greater gift in life?

Bunny - January 20, 2018 at 03:28 PM

“

What wonderful childhood memories I have of growing up with all of the Westford
kids as neighbors on Broadway. Veronica, a wonderful, elegant woman, was like a
second mother to me, as I spent many a night at the Broadway home and the little
cabin on Lake Whatcom. Johnny and Veronica were always very welcoming to all of
their kid's friends. Veronica had her hands full when we would all gather at her home,
but she treated us with such grace, as if we were one of her own. Rest well, lovely
lady.
Nick Marette

Nick Marette - January 19, 2018 at 05:09 PM

“

She truly was my Aunt "Lady Veronica". I'm very thankful she and Uncle Johnny got
our whole Rocke family moved out here from North Dakota, a great place to be from!
I remember running up and down the stairs at the "mansion" when she and Uncle
Johnny lived there in Bellingham. More recently my daughters and I visited her home
with the view of the water and the boardwalk below when the girls attended Western.
We had a great visit. Much more recently I saw Veronica at her amazing 100th
Birthday Party and finally at Aunt Winnie's funeral. She was always stately in her
dress and her demeanor. She used to send me notes on Uncle Johnny's beautiful
cards and was always concerned with how our daughters were doing. Finally, years
ago I figured out where so many Westford cousins came from! Go with our God Aunt
Veronica.
Peace to all of her family.

Roxanne Ethier Carlander - January 17, 2018 at 11:39 PM

“

A sympathy card was purchased for the family of Veronica Mary Westford.

January 17, 2018 at 06:36 PM

“

I feel as if I have lost my last "parent".
Veronica was such an elegant and wonderful woman. She was my mom's lifelong
friend, and, along with Johnny, lifelong friends of both my parents.
Veronica was very strong, had high expectations yet was a genuinely compassionate
person.
Extraordinarily sincere, she was deservedly admired.
My heartfelt condolences to Jack, Jim and Mike and extended family.
I now feel I am truly an orphan.
Mark Asmundson

Mark Asmundson - January 17, 2018 at 04:01 PM

“

Over fifty years ago my family moved into our home on Broadway across the street from
John and Veronica. We had only lived in Bellingham for a year at that time. I was pregnant
and felt very lonely in Bellingham. Veronica immediately befriended me and she hosted a
baby shower for me at her home and invited over thirty of her friends to my baby shower.
Many of those invited became lifelong friends of mine. Veronica and I have have remained
friends thruout these many years. She was always my example of what a "real lady" is.
When they moved out of their home on Broadway they invited my husband and I over for a
last glass of champagne. The house was almost empty and we sat on the remaining
davenport and chair and they had a big fire going in the fireplace. All of a sudden a couple
big bangs rang out and we all ducked behind chairs, etc. John said "What the H--"? Turned
out Veronica had emptied some of the boys bureau drawers into the fireplace and there
were shotgun shells in the drawers. Thankfully noone was injured but you can just imagine
the conversation that took place after that! Heaven, I know,has welcomed her with open
arms. Ann Moody
Anna Moody - January 19, 2018 at 05:52 PM

“

To ALL of Veronica's family,
We just want to send our condolences to all of you. She sounds like such a SPECIAL lady /
mom / grandma / friend, etc, to many and will be missed greatly. But also everyone can
dwell on what a long WONDERFUL life she lived! Love to all of you.
Hank & Kathy Poortinga
Hank & Kathy Poortinga - January 20, 2018 at 09:41 AM

“

One of the sweetest and kindest souls I've ever known...and what a long, rich, and full life
she led! Growing up on Broadway across the street from such a generous mom to all us
neighborhood kids...what a stroke of life for all of us growing up there in those days. She
influenced and improved countless lives just by being nearby.
Fred Moody - January 21, 2018 at 02:46 PM

“

Mike and Connie - and all of the Westford Family - we share your loss, and pray for ease in
your grief knowing your Mom lived such a long, blessed life. It feels like an ending, but we
know it is just the beginning of her eternal life. You will be reunited again - but until then,
know we love you and will be here if we can help in any way.
Jon and Wendy Iseman
Jon and Wendy Iseman - January 21, 2018 at 04:46 PM

“

To all the Westford's ,I am sorry to hear about your moms passing ,I met her at Michaels at
a barbecue . A really nice lady .Chances are when she went she was kicking and
screaming that she wasn't ready to go.
Joe - January 25, 2018 at 02:26 PM

