Thomas W. Farnell
January 12, 1948 - June 2, 2015

Thomas Warren Farnell, of Bellingham, WA, passed away Tuesday, June 2, 2015 at home
surrounded by his family. Tom was 67, born in Centralia, WA on January 12, 1948 to
Robert and Ella (Jackson) Farnell.
He graduated from Centralia High School and drafted into the US Army in 1968 serving in
Germany during the Vietnam Era. After Tom’s Army service he went back to college and
graduated with a BA in Art from Western Washington State College (WWU). Tom spent his
career as a machinist working for Rooney Machine Co. and Precision Machine. He was an
avid drummer, fly fisherman, motorcycle and race car driver and was a member of the 4th
Corner Fly Fisher Club and Washington Vintage Motorcyclist Club. Tom also loved music,
books, history and snow skiing with Howard.
Tom was preceded in death by his parents and his brother William Farnell. Tom is survived
by his wife, Vicki whom he married August 9, 1975 at Point Defiance Park in Tacoma, WA;
beloved daughter Emma Mae Farnell; mother-in-law Gloria Reinhardt; sister-in-law
Melanie (Howard) Bade; nieces Kyndra Bade and Kim and Shauna Farnell, nephews Erik
Bade and Brian Farnell, and great nephew Cullen Horne.
The family especially wishes to thank friends Scott, Pete, Fritz, and Mike and Cathy for
their loving support. Also, we appreciate the kind care received by the Cancer Center and
Nancy and her Hospice team.
A celebration of Tom’s Life will be held 3:30 p.m., Thursday, June 25, 2015 at the VFW
Post 1585, 625 N. State Street, Bellingham.

Events
JUN
25

Celebration of Life

03:30PM

VFW
625 North State Street, Bellingham, WA, US, 98225

Comments

“

Dear Vicki and Emma, I am so sorry to learn of your loss. My heart aches for you.
Tom was a great man who could always get his brother laughing. May our Lord hold
you in the palm of His hand and provide peace and comfort in the months and years
ahead. With love and sympathy, Sara

Sara Hamann - June 09, 2015 at 01:43 PM

“

I worked, raced, and rode alongside Tom for several years. His lively political insight,
mentorship in building my Mazda, and company at the Wednesday night motorcycle
rides/dinner table was always welcome and appreciated. Race, ride, and fish on my
friend, you will be missed. Ryan Knowlton

Ryan Knowlton - June 09, 2015 at 12:24 PM

“

Tom, I will miss you. Yours was a gentle soul and I will always remember your wit,
your passion for politics (you were always fair, wanting to understand, never
dogmatic) and especially your love for your wife and daughter. I know you are in
heaven, sir. You were a good man.

Bret Shellhorn - June 09, 2015 at 12:23 PM

“

Thanks for the times that we were able to get together, always fun. Ride on friend.
John Yorke

John Yorke - June 09, 2015 at 12:22 PM

“

Our deepest sympathies are with you Vicki and Emma. Tom was a dear man and
friend to us. He will be deeply missed. Love to you both. Steve and Erin Zatrine

Zatrine - June 09, 2015 at 12:22 PM

“

Guest sent a virtual gift in memory of Thomas W. Farnell

guest - June 04, 2015 at 02:43 PM

