Terry Klaus
October 8, 1945 - March 10, 2020

Terry Ann Klaus,74, passed away at her home in Bellingham, Washington on March 10,
2020 where she enjoyed the last seven years of her retirement, cherished her
independence, and always delighted in opening her home to guests.
Terry was born in Sedro Woolley, Washington and was a 1963 graduate of San Juan High
School in Citrus Heights, California. At San Juan Terry acquired life-long friends, and was
a member of Rally Club, American Field Services, and was regarded as the expert of
“American Bandstand.” She developed lasting relationships with several American
Bandstand regulars. She was also President of the Ringo Starr Fan Club, which
developed thousands of connections and several life-long friends from England, United
States and New Zealand.
Her love of music and early rock-and-roll led to her several friendships and encyclopedic
knowledge of bands from the early Filmore West days: Cream, The Byrds, New Breed,
Beach Boys, CCR, Jefferson Airplane to name a few. She even shot some hoops with
Marty Balin. She worked at KROY radio from 1967 to 1970, and then at KCRA for a year,
endearing her to several Sacramento broadcasting celebrities. She loved this professional
connection to the music industry.
Terry traveled worldwide, enriching her friendships and expanding her experiences. She
first traveled to England in 1967 where she found herself chatting with folks like Eric
Clapton, a few months before he made his US debut at the Filmore. She loved life in
England and visited several more times, keeping close relationships with pre-internet
“pen-pals” who had become dear, life-long friends.
Her passion for genealogy benefited from her travels and provided a wealth of knowledge
for her to write a book, The Family Alwood, in 1991. The book is not only a family tree, but
it also contains stories, pictures, and Terry’s well-researched biographies of more than 200
people who were in her mother’s family. Throughout her life she stayed in touch with her
very-extended family and enjoyed many annual reunions of both the Alwood and Klaus
families.
She worked for the State of California in several departments, retiring in 2005 after 30
years of service. She then began a craft business, leveraging her artistic, sewing and
card-making skills. Terry delighted in frequently hosting a group of cousins and friends

who gathered to make greeting cards. For several years, Terry was proud to be one of the
volunteers at St. Francis of Bellingham. As a volunteer, her hand-made greeting cards
were given to residents on their birthdays, and many holidays throughout the years.
Terry loved all animals. Since her high school years, Terry consistently had a dog in her
life. She fondly loved her mutts, rescues, and well-bred companions. They were always by
her side and she would do anything for them.
She was an inspiration for the next generation of family. Through her passions of travel,
music, and art, Terry set an example of living the life she wanted without regard to others’
expectations. Her niece, (Angela Hueckel), and four nephews (Jason Bryant, Kyle Klaus,
Keith Klaus and Chadd Klaus) were dear to her, as well as her grand-nephew (Jeffrey
Hueckel) and two grand-nieces (Lillian Klaus and Hazel Klaus).
In addition to the above family, Terry is also survived by her siblings and their spouses:
Larry and Tracy Klaus; Linda and Tim Bunyan; and Michael Klaus and Paul Chamberland.
A memorial gathering for Terry has been scheduled for 11 am on June 6, 2020 at the
American Legion Hall in Sedro Woolley, Washington. Please check back here closer to
June 6 to see if that date and time are still suitable.

Comments

“

I have been friends with Terry for almost 60 years. We became pen pals when she
applied to a magazine, I think, for a pen pal from Liverpool. It was when the Beatles
were at their most famous. We wrote letters for years, then emails as time went on.
We met for the first time in 1966 when she came over to stay with me and my
parents. Since then she has stayed with Roy and I several times in our family home.
We only got to visit Terry once, in 1985, when she lived in Sacramento. We had our
young children with us. We had a wonderful time including a visit to Larry and Tracy’s
home. The last time we saw her was in 2010 when she stayed with us in December
then we took her to Jennie’s for Christmas. Terry was so happy to see snow!
We kept in touch often and I will miss her so much.
With our love and sympathy to all the family
Irene and Roy

Irene Swainson - Yesterday at 07:21 PM

“

I was so saddened to hear of Terry's passing. I first met Terry when she came to
work with us at the California Department of Aging. I loved hearing her stories of
when she worked at the radio station and her travels abroad. We also shared our
love of crafts. She was so happy when she retired and was finally able to move back
to Washington. She came to see us in 2014 and a few of us met her, had lunch and a
wonderful visit. She told us how happy she was living in Washington. I will definitely
miss her handmade Christmas cards. RIP Terry and my deepest sympathy and
condolences to her family.

Lynne Kelm - Yesterday at 06:41 PM

“

I recall Terry, during her high school years, in her room listening to music and writing
letters. As President to Ringo Starr Fan Club many requests came in daily. She was
happy to respond and mail autographed photos of Ringo. Terry gained life long
friends and pen pals from her delight in serving the Beatles.

Linda Bunyan - Yesterday at 04:04 PM

“

Last time I saw Terry was at my father's funeral (Jim Alwood) in 2014.
She was always so gracious and a font of family information.
Wish now that I'd learned more of the Alwood genealogy but time passes so quickly.
To Michael and Paul, please accept my deepest sympathies on the passing of your
sister.
Respectfully

Dave Alwood
Hoquiam, WA
David Alwood - Yesterday at 03:04 PM

“

I worked with Terry many years ago in West Sacramento for Food & Ag. I always
admired her free spirit attitude and love for life. I always loved seeing her art projects.
Such a sweetheart. Patty Azevedo.

Patricia Azevedo - Yesterday at 03:00 PM

“

Terry and I have been friends since 1969 when she first came to London. She stayed
in the hotel where I was working, she found out that I came from Liverpool and that
was it we were friends forever after. She visited Liverpool as often as she could and
always stayed at our home, many days spent touring around the town seeing all the
beatles site's and having a whale of a time. Will miss her greatly. Jennie and Ken
Hale Liverpool.

J Hale - Yesterday at 11:15 AM

“

Dear Michael and Paul, please except my deepest sympathy on the passing of your
sister, Terry. It was a privilege to meet you and Terry here in Sacramento and help
her sell her house so she could start her new life in Bellingham. I think of her every
time I drive by the house, and that is quite often. Sincerely, Mindy Defenbaugh

Mindy Defenbaugh - Yesterday at 09:32 AM

“

Terri and I were pen pals in the 70s and 80s when I was beginning family genealogy.
She had loads of data and would later send us Family Alwood. My wife and I finally
got to meet her in person at a Sacramento restaurant years later. So glad we did. We
connected like cousins. She died just two weeks after our mother, Fran Alwood, died
in Suffolk, VA. The heavenly Alwood Reunion is growing larger. Condolences to her
family and all who will miss her.

Jack Alwood - Yesterday at 07:10 AM

“

I first met Terry when she came to work at Department of Aging as our clerical
support. We developed a fast friendship and found we had lots of mutual interests;
music; concerts; scrapbooking, crafts, dogs; travel; lighthouses, bad knees (lol), just
to name a few. I met up with Terry, along with a few other former co-workers when
she came down to Sacto a few years ago. We all had a long lunch at the Red
Lobster Restaurant. We were able to pick up right where we left off, just as old
friends do. Terry always kept me abreast of what her siblings were up to and her
beloved nieces and nephews. Terry will be missed by so many who cherished her
friendship. Peace and love to her family and friends.

sharon wasson - Yesterday at 01:28 AM

“

There will be gap in many people's lives without Terry here on Earth. She kept in
contact with so many dear friends and family members.
I invite you each to make a note here about how Terry has affected your life.

Mike Klaus - March 23 at 05:26 PM

