Terry Busch
September 28, 1940 - December 27, 2018

It is with tender hearts and cherished memories that we announce the death of our
beloved husband, father, grandfather, brother, and friend Terry Busch. Terry died at home
on Thursday, December 27, 2018 surrounded by his loving family after a four year journey
with Lewy Body Dementia.
Terrien Jerome Busch was born on September 28, 1940 in Colfax, WA to Helen (Olson)
and Cletus Busch. Growing up in Pullman, WA in the family home built by his father, he
was joined by sister Carol (Jeff Oyler), brother Tim (Judy), brother John (Linda), and little
sister Laurie (Pat Caraher). A large extended family instilled a strong sense of community
and belonging.
Ever an outstanding athlete throughout his life, Terry’s natural abilities were evident in high
school sports including football, basketball, track, and baseball. As co-captain of his high
school football team, in his senior year, Terry was part of a 36 game winning streak, and to
this day he still holds the record for the most points scored in a football career in 1958.
Terry learned to play golf in middle school, and it eventually became his lifelong study and
passion.
Graduating from Washington State University in 1963 with a BS degree in Physical
Education, and pre-Physical Therapy, he took his first teaching and coaching job in
Benton City, Washington. In June of 1964, he married Joyce Reichl of Tacoma, and
together they taught school for a year in Benton City before heading overseas to Vienna,
Austria to teach at the American International School.
Returning to Pullman in 1966 to teach middle school and pursue a Masters of Education
degree, the joy of becoming a father to son Jeffrey greatly enriched life, followed two and
a half years later with the birth of daughter, Jennifer in 1969.
Following his dream of becoming a Physical Therapist, Terry and Joyce moved the family
to Iowa City in 1970 where he eventually graduated from the University of Iowa,
completing his PT degree in 1972. He went on to become director of Physical Therapy at
St. Luke’s Hospital in Bellingham in 1974, and opened Northwest Physical Therapy
Services in 1976, the first private practice physical therapy clinic in Whatcom County. After
mentoring many young therapists and treating hundreds of clients, Terry retired from
physical therapy in 2006 after 32 years serving the Bellingham community. While part of

the business community, Terry was a member of Rotary and served on the board of the
Chuckanut Foundation (formerly St. Luke’s Foundation.)
After a 20 year marriage raising their two children, Terry and Joyce parted ways in 1984.
In 1991, Terry married Blythe Hecht Cole, and became step-father to Megan and Sara
Cole. He was married to Blythe until her death in 2000. During their years together, they
celebrated several family events, including the marriage of daughter, Jenny, to Kevin Brice
in 1994, the births of granddaughters, Emma Brice in 1997, and Olivia Brice in 1999, as
well as the marriages of son Jeff Busch to Angela Duane in 2000, and step-daughter Sara
Cole to Phil Balston in 2000. After Blythe’s passing, Terry remained a part of the
Hecht/Cole family, and continued to participate in celebrations with the extended family.
He delighted in the births of two additional step-granddaughters, Savannah and Chloe
Balston.
Terry and his former wife Joyce actively participated in the lives of their children and
grandchildren and the two eventually re-kindled their relationship and remarried in 2004.
Together, they enjoyed traveling, spending time with life-long friends, dancing, and
enjoying their family. It has been a sweet time together the second time around.
Diagnosed with Lewy Body Dementia four years ago, Terry’s life became significantly
altered. His loving caregiver, Mosa, made sure to keep up daily outings to Fairhaven and
push Terry in his wheelchair along the Boulevard Boardwalk. Despite his dementia, his
sense of humor remained intact as well as his innate goodness.
Terry’s final wish was to travel to his hometown of Pullman to see his siblings, to visit the
family home and to see one last Cougar football game. A diehard Cougar fan, Terry would
frequently be heard shouting “Go Cougs!” to people on the street or in the park. So as we
say farewell to our beloved Terry Busch, with a smile in our hearts we shout out to you
wherever you are:
“GO COUGS!”
Terry is survived by his wife Joyce Busch, his son Jeff Busch, daughter Jenny Brice
(Kevin), granddaughters Emma and Olivia Brice, sister Carol Oyler (Jeff), brother Tim
Busch, sister Laurie Caraher (Pat), step-daughters Megan Cole, Sara Cole Balston (Phil),
step-granddaughters Savannah and Chloe Balston and many beloved in-laws, nieces and
nephews. He is preceded in death by his parents Helen and Cletus Busch, former wife
Blythe Cole Busch, brother John Busch, and sister-in-law Judy Busch, as well as many
beloved extended family members.
A celebration of Terry’s wonderful life will be held on January 17, 2019 at 11:00 a.m. at
Northwood Hall, 3240 Northwest Avenue in Bellingham. You may share memories with the
family at www.westfordfuneralhome.com.
In lieu of flowers, memorial gifts can be made to the Chuckanut Foundation, 1500
Cornwall #201, Bellingham, WA, 98225 or The Whatcom Hospice Foundation, 3001
Squalicum Parkway #11, Bellingham, WA, 98225.
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“

An external video has been added.

Westford Funeral Home & Cremation Services - January 17 at 12:22 PM

“

Terry was the professional who saved my athletic career when I was attending
college in Auburn. I had an injury that no one else could figure out, and he diagnosed
it within 10 seconds of my first appointment.
I will forever remember Terry for helping me pursue my dreams, and for being such a
wonderful person and role model.
Dan Newell

Dan and Kim Newell - January 28 at 02:49 PM

“

Terry was my clinical instructor when I interned at his clinic in Bellingham during my
last year of Physical Therapy school in 1998. We had the commonality of being from
Pullman, and the link of his brother who was one of my middle school teachers. For
those of you who knew Terry, I'm sure it will come as no surprise that he had me
work very hard and I had to put in extra hours at times. In the end, I was grateful to
be able to learn from him and I know he very much enjoyed being a physical
therapist, but even more, he enjoyed being with his family. I will hold his memory up,
into the light. My condolences to his loved ones. --Cheri (Petry) Smith

Cheri Smith - January 18 at 02:11 AM

“

I am very sad at the death of Terry but my heart was indeed lifted up at the memorial.
What a good life, what loving memories and family. I knew Terry when he was a
football player and also a very nice guy at Pullman High School. My prayers are with
you Joyce, and may I follow in your example in the marvelous care of your husband.
Karen Fredericks

Karen Fredericks - January 17 at 09:34 PM

“

Gary Schwendiman lit a candle in memory of Terry Busch

Gary Schwendiman - January 15 at 07:53 PM

“

In fifth grade, I met Terry Busch. Here's the story. A rag tag group in the fifth grade at
Edison grade school formed a basketball team. We wondered if Franklin grade
school across town had a basketball team. Our principal called and yes, they did,
and would be happy to play us in their gym. So we went over to play the game.
There was this kid on the Franklin team who seemed to be everywhere on the court.
Wherever the ball was, he was there. If Franklin had the ball, it was passed to him
and he made a basket. If we had the ball, he stole it from us and made a basket.
Over and over and over. We lost by a huge margin. Everyone on our team had only
one question. "Who was that Franklin kid". Someone said, "Everyone knows who
that is. That's Terry Busch".
Through Pullman Jr. High and High School, Terry was a star and leader on the
basketball and football teams. He had an unconquerable spirit of playing his best
every time he had the ball. For those of us who were fortunate to know him as he
lived his life, we saw in him the same unconquerable spirit of goodness, caring, and
love for his family, friends and colleagues. That spirit of his will continue to inspire us
as we remember him forever.

Gary Schwendiman - January 15 at 07:51 PM

“

Donald Tomlinson lit a candle in memory of Terry Busch

Donald Tomlinson - January 15 at 05:19 PM

“

I first met Terry Busch when I moved to Pullman in the 4th grade.
I was 9 years old and somewhat shy, and knew no-one. Looking
back, this was my first introduction to someone who would live his life smiling and being
kind to others. We had lots of good times all through high school and then maintained
contact over
the years. Terry was a member of the amazing Busch family.
There were 5 children and Terry was the oldest. His Mom, Helen, was like a 2nd mother to
me. All of the "kids" were allAmerican in my mind. I have never met a more loving and caring
family. Terry, we loved you and miss you. I am sure that God
has welcomed you home!
Donald Tomlinson - January 15 at 05:27 PM

“

Terry was a giving man and was a big part of my childhood. Memories of playing
sports with Jeff growing up, spending time at the Busch house and riding over to
Cougar Basketball camp are cherished memories. Watching Terry hit golf balls from
his front yard on Parkridge Rd into Fairhaven field to him taking us up to Western to
watch Viking basketball ball games are just some of the great things Terry did.
My thought and prayers go out to Joyce, Jeff , Jen and the rest of the Busch family.
Terry will always be in my memories.
Love Darin Klein

Darin Klein - January 14 at 10:19 AM

“

Terry was kind, sensitive, loving, compassionate, funny, gentle, spiritually deep and
grounded, and so very much more. He was a most beloved physical therapist in
Bellingham, a dedicated golfer, a loving father and devoted spouse. A special
memory of Terry is when he and Joyce shared wedding vows in the beautiful setting
near Bow, WA. The entire occasion was magical and a once in a lifetime blessing to
all who attended and loved them both. Mostly I knew Terry through the eyes of his
beloved wife, Joyce. She is the one who gave witness to the many fine attributes of
this fine person, this gentle man. And he is the one who opened his arms and said
yes to the magnificence of his loving wife. Every day for many years, they sang their
prayers with the Prayer Wheel. I believe that they are still singing in resonance
together, in the Oneness of all that is. Prayers of love and peace for the entire
family...and for showing us all the way to live and die fully. God of mercy, hold them in
love, bathe them with light, fill them with peace.

Donna Gustin - January 11 at 05:08 PM

“

I met Terry more than 25 years ago, shortly after we moved to Bellingham. He was
always kind, in our rare encounters over the years. My thoughts are with his surviving
family. May his memory be a blessing.

M.Bronstein - January 10 at 12:08 AM

“

As one of Terry's caregivers what was most remarkable besides the man himself was
the way the family surrounded him with steady love and kindness on his difficult
journey. Joyce and Jeff particularly became role models for me. Thank you for
sharing your husband and dad, a man larger than life who knew it was okay to laugh,
and it was okay to cry.

Mike Berry - January 08 at 06:07 PM

“

I am saddened to hear of the passing of Terry he was my Therepist on Birchwood
ave. for quite some time yrs. ago He was a very nice person was always a joy to see
him and talk to him. My condolences to the family. sincerely Patricia Hamaker.

Patricia (Greco) Hamaker - January 05 at 06:37 PM

“

"roots and wings" a phrase I have never forgotten as I recall our gathering for dinner
at your home in Fairhaven 1976..You and Terry expressing
compassion,understanding and strength for my young family going forward through
crisis. One instance of how you both touched a life with love...in what might seem an
unremarkable gesture. Thank you...and Joyce those roots of Terry run deep and
strong forever on and on as you know.. Sue Wood Genszler Jackie,Robin and
Keegan

sue genszler - January 02 at 02:32 PM

“

We send our love to all his family. He was a wonderful man, gentle and loving. May
he be at peace

R & D Cox - January 02 at 12:45 PM

“

Dear Joyce and Family, please accept our heartfelt condolences on the passing of
Terry. We have been friends since we met in first grade at Franklin Grade School in
Pullman. Not many can say they went from first grade through graduation from
college together, but Terry and I did, even majoring in pre-physical therapy/PE
together. We had talked of going on to be partners in physical therapy together after
graduating from WSU. He achieved his goal of being a physical therapist while I
ended up in an entirely different profession. Gini and I have a wonderful memory of
Terry and Joyce visiting us while we were stationed in Germany in the mid-1960's.
Terry was without question one of the kindest and most caring men I have ever met.
Blessings be upon his many family members as they celebrate a life so very well
lived. In kindest sympathy, Terry and Gini Pierson.

Terry Pierson - January 01 at 11:08 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Sue Druffel - December 31, 2018 at 08:04 PM

“

The family of Coach Mike Rendish sends condolences. Terry was a sweet kid. We have
many great memories of your mom and dad, the athletic boys and a songbird daughter.
Our thoughts and prayers for your entire family.
Debbie Markin - January 02 at 02:00 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Sue Druffel - December 31, 2018 at 07:40 PM

“

Dear Busch and Cole family,
I unfortunately have to work on Thursday January 17th but please know that I am
thinking of you all during this hard time. I will always remember Terry as a warm,
loving, caring husband to Blythe, stepfather to Sara Cole Balston and Megan Cole

and friend to many. He will be dearly missed. You are all in my thoughts and prayers.
Julia Bakken (Ban)
Julia Bakken - December 31, 2018 at 04:36 PM

“

Terry Busch, I have known you for 47 years. As a little girl, I saw you as bigger than
life while also being solid and steadfast. As an adult, I saw your tenderness and
wisdom. All the while, doing your best as a father and a grandfather to raise four
incredible human beings. Godspeed

Anna Brown - December 31, 2018 at 02:09 PM

“

Thinking of all of you, Holly. Deeply saddened about the loss of Terry. Sending loving
thoughts and prayers to you and your family. Keeping you in our hearts.
Much
love always.

Jerry and Rosalie Harms - December 31, 2018 at 01:48 PM

“

Joyce, Jenny, Jeff, Tim, Laurie, Carol, and extended family,
My deepest condolences to you all for the loss of Terry. He was such a genuine
person and so very kind. Your family is in my thoughts. Rest in peace, Terry.
Debbie Nakata

Debbie Nakata - December 30, 2018 at 02:19 PM

“

Fond memories by the Pullman High School Class of 1958 classmates and many
other will be cherished by all of us forever. May he finally rest in peace. I have no
doubt but what he and Ray Hobbs, former PHS Football Coach, are having a good
time in the ever after reminiscing over the football successes of the mid-fifties. Love
goes out to Joyce and family who took great care of Terry.

Sue Druffel - December 30, 2018 at 12:54 PM

“

So sorry to hear about Terry. I'm so glad I ran into him over the last couple years. He
was my amazing physical therapist who helped me through my injured senior season
playing basketball at WWU the 1986-87 season. Thanks to his efforts I was able to
play and become an All-American. Sincerely, Kelli Kuiken Tuttle

Kelli Tuttle - December 30, 2018 at 12:04 AM

