Tamra Wood Paskus
September 18, 1957 - March 26, 2019

Tamra Wood Paskus was born in Wichita, Kansas to Jim and Lovelle Wood on September
18, 1957, the youngest of four children, so there was always someone to play with and
boss her around. The young family moved to Auburn, Washington in 1958, where she had
a pretty stereotypical suburban childhood, but there were darker indications that she
wouldn’t always be dictated to by conventional tastes. She loved her shoes and, according
to inside sources, she slept with favorite new pairs. She noticed things -- quality brands,
new trends, good design. She did well in art classes, which is all about learning to see.
For example, while working at Associated Grocers, she saw that cute computer guy, Matt
Paskus, and married him, kicking off a whole new series of adventures! First came
Elizabeth, then two years in Europe where their second daughter, Alexandra was born.
Eventually Matt, Tamra, Liz, and Ali settled in Bellingham, where their home and garden
became an artful culmination of their lives together. In fact, when recently asked what she
was most proud of, Tamra said her girls, her home, and her garden. She retired from
Cascade Cuts last summer.
Tamra passed away peacefully at Whatcom Hospice on March 26th and is survived by her
husband Matt and daughters Liz and Ali; siblings Mike Wood (Glendale, Arizona), Cherri
Brown (Snohomish), and Lindi Wood (Seattle); numerous nieces, nephews, in-laws, and
cousins; and her many friends, neighbors, and colleagues, all of whom ask, Well now
who’s going to help me with designing my spring pots, rearranging the living room,
shopping for that special dress, drinking mojitos, choosing a paint color?
Tamra’s life will be celebrated on Sunday, March 31st, from 2:00-4:00 at Squalicum
Boathouse, 2600 Harbor Loop, in Bellingham.
Memorials may be made to the Whatcom Hospice House, the Whatcom Hospice
Foundation, PeaceHealth Palliative Care or the Seattle Cancer Care Alliance.

Events
MAR
31

Celebration of Life

02:00PM - 04:00PM

Squalicum Boathouse
2600 S. Harbor Loop, Bellingham, WA, US, 98225

Comments

“

What can one say, but I am sorry. I wish I had words of wisdom to take the pain
away, but I cannot.
But I will always cherish my memories of your mother, wife, Tamra.
She was a beautiful person, kind, loving, giving and had a great since of humor. She
told me of a time my son being small and young came to play with Ali. Where they
tied a bunch of Matt’s ties together forming a rope, so Levi could climb down the
laundry shoot from the top floor to the basement! I was horrified he would do such a
thing and hoped he didn’t damage Matt’s ties, but Tamera just laughed and said she
knew they were up to something because they were too quite.
I am so thankful to have known her.
Much sympathy for your loses but let her live in us with her memories,
Wendy, Gary, Nathan and Levi Malick

Wendy Malick - March 31, 2019 at 02:06 PM

“

There are so many memories...
Tamra was a wonderful, loving person who brought so much joy to us all. She had a
wonderful sense of humor which kept us all chuckling. She loved her family, her
animals and her garden and home. And even at the end of her life she said to my
brother. sister and me that she was “ the luckiest girl in the world” due to the
wonderful care that Matt, Liz and Ali gave her.

Cherri Brown - March 28, 2019 at 09:33 PM

“

So many memories. Home movies with a toddler Tammi banging on our dog Heidi
who peacefully let her...endless reenactments of Little Woman and Laura Ingalls
Wilder in the backyard playhouse...car trips to Kansas, before air
conditioning...wandering the streets of Paris and London on my first trip to
Europe...long walks in Ballard where we snarkily critiqued home design
choices...work (and play) parties in Ballard, Snohomish and Bellingham. I miss you
already, my sister, my friend.

Lindi Wood - March 28, 2019 at 10:56 AM

“

We didn’t get to know her well, due to the distances in our lives. She was a great
addition to the Paskus family and always a pleasure to see the few times we did.
Gracious and caring and kind and a good sense of humor to boot. She is a great wife
and Mother as we have all witnessed through Liz and Ali..they are a great “testament

“ to Tamra. She knew it, I am sure it brought her much peace.
Kathy Paskus - March 28, 2019 at 10:19 AM

“

Kathy lit a candle in memory of Tamra Wood Paskus

Kathy - March 27, 2019 at 10:24 PM

“

I will never forget spending time with my Aunt last August. Her strong spirit and
wisdom from that visit will stick with me forever. She was a warrior despite living out
a difficult situation. Her garden was a nice reflection of the beauty she brought into
this world. She will be dearly missed, but never forgotten.

Jacob Paskus - March 27, 2019 at 06:38 PM

