Susan Kay Verry
June 17, 1941 - August 20, 2019

Susan Kay Verry, of Bellingham, WA, died on Tuesday, August 20, 2019. Susan was 78,
born on June 17, 1941 in South Bend, IN as the only child to Nanci (Curtis) and Bruce
Manley.
Susan grew up in Fredonia, NY, and attended undergraduate college at St. Lawrence and
New York State at Fredonia, graduating with a B.A. in English. Susan went on to teach
high school English and Drama in New York. She later earned her Master’s Degree in
English at the State University of New York at Fredonia, and a Masters in Social Work
from the University of Washington.
Susan was an accomplished therapist, receiving recognition as the runner up to the
Whatcom County Business Woman of the Year in 1988. An ardent humanist and feminist,
Susan’s passion was working with women as a teacher and counselor. She appreciated
and valued the people she worked with a great deal and she missed them when she was
no longer able to work.
Susan was preceded in death by her two sons, Jeffrey and Michael Verry and is survived
by her husband of 43 years, W. Douglas Uhl; daughters, Danette Smith and son-in law
Matt Smith, and Angela Uhl and son-in law David Hirsh; and former daughter in-law Sally
Yorkston; four grandchildren, Jacob Hirsh, Hana Barbo, Sara Johnson, Natalie Johnson,
and one great granddaughter, Madelyn Barbo.
There has been a change of venue and Susan’s family is holding a public celebration of
her life on Saturday, September 14, 2019 at 2:30 p.m. at Westford Funeral Home. You are
invited to join and bring your memories of Susan; casual attire is encouraged.
In lieu of flowers, donations are preferred to Mt. Baker Planned Parenthood online at www.
wearepp.org/givemtbaker or by mail at 1509 Cornwall Ave., Bellingham, WA 98225.
You may share your memories and at www.westfordfuneralhome.com.
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I found Susan's obituary, sadly, today, as I was thinking of her and how to get in
touch from across the world. I was leaving the country just as she passed, and
missed her, not realizing a final goodbye needed to be said. Susan was
absolutely a light in my life for so many years, helping me through a very difficult
crime-related event and the repercussions that echoed around that. What an
elegant, heart-driven lady! She always had another way to look at things. As a
counselor myself, I channel her regularly with my young clients, taking the
broader view, looking for what is unseen and unsaid. I learned so much from herjust so much. She was brilliant, compassionate, kind, and had a great sense of
humor. I am saddened to know she is no longer in the world, but I don't think she
would have been afraid to leave-she seemed to trust the goodness of the
universe. And I send my condolences to you, Doug, and the family she cared so
much about. I will light a candle for her today, on this New Year's Day, in her
beloved memory. XO Laurie
Laurie Reynolds - January 01, 2021 at 07:34 AM
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Laurie Reynolds lit a candle in memory of Susan Kay Verry

Laurie Reynolds - January 01, 2021 at 07:24 AM
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Jackie Lynch lit a candle in memory of Susan Kay Verry

Jackie Lynch - September 10, 2019 at 12:59 PM
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Susan saved my life and sanity in the early 1990's, teaching me how to be a
human being, to forgive myself and my mother, and to turn around and look at the
texture of my life clearly. She provided me skills that I use every day, and that I
have been told I am passing on to others: Compassion, empathy, hope, and
encouragement. She was not a candle in the wind, she was (and is) an eternal
flame in the storm! Many thanks to her family, and to Doug (who she loved with
an edged passion) for making her and helping her. She will be part of my life for
as long as I live. Jackie Lynch
P.S. I really regret not being able to come to her celebration this coming Saturday.
Please give each other an extra hug from me.
Jackie Lynch - September 10, 2019 at 12:58 PM
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Susan was a great friend to me for many years and very special to me. I will
treasure my memories of her forever-she will be missed.
Patricia Maass - August 27, 2019 at 09:15 PM
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Susan was a bright light in my life for decades. She helped me to traverse difficult
times and also made me laugh and lighten up and feel good. She was the first
person who really understood me and my story and was there for me with her
wisdom and guidance. Her skillful loving care was vital to healing in my life. I have
many many memories of conversations with her. I still quote her “ show up, pay
attention, tell the truth as best you know it and let the Universe take care of the
rest”. Thank you Susan. I will miss you and hold you in my heart.
Michelle Ballou - August 26, 2019 at 11:51 AM

