Steve Cronkhite
February 7, 1943 - October 14, 2010

2/7/1943 – 10/14/2010
Celebration of Steve’s Life: Thursday, October 21, 2010 at 1:00 pm at Christ the King
Church, Bellingham. Reception will follow.
Steve Cronkhite, age 67, passed away peacefully at home in Bellingham, on October 14,
2010. Steve had lived with kidney cancer for over 8 years. He was born February 7, 1943
in Everett to Philip & Phyllis (Bowen) Cronkhite. Steve graduated from Bellingham High
School in 1961 and later graduated from WWU with a degree in Psychology. He married
Grace Reed, his college sweetheart, on July 31st, 1965. Steve was a devoted husband,
father and grandfather who showed unconditional love to his family and many others who
became like family through the years. Steve owned and operated Puget Sign Company for
many years. Throughout the years Steve has been involved with Boy Scouts, Rotary,
Toastmasters, the Masons, First Congregational Church, the Whatcom County Republican
Party and the Northwest Business Club. Steve combined his passion for travel and
computers in the website that he created, northwestplaces.com. Steve was outgoing,
friendly, and loved to engage in good conversation and debate with anyone he met.
Steve was preceded in death by his parents Philip and Phyllis; sisters Vicki and Cyndy;
and great-granddaughter Chandler Grace Ryan. He is survived by his wife, Grace
Cronkhite; daughters Kimberly (David) Ryan of Bellingham, Amanda (Jose) Nunez of
Bellingham, and Alexandria (Michael) Washek of Lancaster, OH; grandchildren Elissa,
Madison, Victoria, Nate, Sadie, Philip, Adrianna, Carter, Ryan, Jordan, Parker, and
Peyton; and a large extended family.
A Celebration of Steve’s Life will be held at Christ the King Church Bellingham, 4173
Meridian St., on Thurs., Oct. 21 at 1 PM followed by a reception. Memorials may be made
to Seattle Cancer Care Alliance, 825 Eastlake Ave E, P.O. Box 19023, Seattle, WA 981091023 or at seattlecca.org.

Comments

“

Steve was my boss about 25 years ago. His dad and uncle Russ were at the shop as
well. Working with Steve was often a bit intense, yet a time when my partner and I
accidentally destroyed a new sign and I figured to get fired, Steve just brushed it off
like nothing happened.
I’ve run into him several times through the years sometimes with his wife, but never
without grace. I am sorry for your loss.

Bran Morrow - October 21, 2010 at 11:55 AM

“

Our relationship with Steve & Grace was primarily sharing a table at the Scottish Rite
dinners. Throughout his illness he always had a big smile and talked in a very
positive fashion. He enjoyed his Masonic fellowship and enjoyed greeting and talking
with his brothers and their ladies. Grace and the family are in our prayers.

Chuck/Sue Nelson - October 21, 2010 at 10:13 AM

“

Dear Grace and family

Roger Quiggle - October 20, 2010 at 07:03 PM

“

Dearest Grace, Kim and Mandy,
Words are so inadequate to describe a person like Steve. I am so sorry he lost his
valiant battle…he fought with such courage, strength and g/Grace. His example
serves as inspiration to all of us.
Roger and I are so sorry that we cannot be with you all tomorrow…we are
vacationing in Yellowstone…a place throbbing with life just as Steve did. We will be
thinking of all of you tomorrow. Our thoughts and prayers are with you.
Rest in Peace, dear friend.
Love to all,
Ann Quiggle

Ann Quiggle - October 20, 2010 at 06:42 PM

“

Grace and Family,
I will always miss the physical presence of Steve. But the memories will be with me
forever and do I ever have a lot of memories. Steve and I go back to Cub Scout days
– 60 years ago. We became inseperable during our school years at Whatcom Jr.

High and Bellingham High, and later at Western.
My Sons remember the big BBQ’s and water skiing at Steve’s house on the lake.
Steve did like to entertain and visit with his many Friends.
Steve had a heart as big as the world. He was always willing to help anyone. And oh
boy did he love to debate! He would debate any subject with anyone at anytime! And
usually win!
Steve was so proud of his family. Whenever I talked with him he talked about their
accomplishments.
This is a little saying I found many years ago that I try to live by. I think it describes
Steve perfectly.
“What you leave behind is not what is engraved in stone monuments,
But what is woven into the lives of others.”
Bob Bell - October 19, 2010 at 12:57 PM

“

Grace and family, as you know Steve is a valued member of Bellingham Bay
Masonic Lodge and will be greatly missed as he will as a husband, father and
grandfather. I got to know Steve over the last 15 years and knew him to be a great
supporter of his family and the activities he involved himself. I remember his delight
when your daughter was a Rainbow Girl and how proud he was. His involvement
with the Boy Scouts I learned not first from Steve but from another Scout and how his
support had contributed to others in Scouting. He has left his mark and surely missed
by those who knew him.

Rick Kiene - October 18, 2010 at 05:52 AM

“

Grace, Kim, Mandy and family,
Steve was always a force in our family. We share a lifetime of memories and love. He
was the older cousin I looked up to but did not always share his opinions. He was fun
and kind and always inclusive. We laughed with him and growing up he took us
swimmining, to the drive-in movies, out for hamburgers and ice cream and on boat
rides around the lake. I can remember playing hide and seek in the summer twilight
on Ellis St. on many a visit. As adults, when he became the “elder” in the family he
helped family members with a multitude of issues and I never heard him complain.
As he grew sicker he remained optimistic and was grateful for the life he had praising
Grace and expressing his affection for his girls and their families.
Steve Cronkhite, the husband, the father, the grandfather, the businessman, the
community advocate, the friend to so many will always be to me, my cousin Stevie.

Janis King - October 17, 2010 at 11:26 AM

“

Grace and the Cronkhite family,
I was privileged to grow up next to the Cronkhite family on Ellis St. I’ve known the
“entire” family, my whole life. It’s a very sad moment indeed to think the family I was
raised next to, is now all in Heaven. It humbles me beyond belief! I had the chance to
reconnect with Steve about 2 years ago, while I was in Bellingham visiting my family.
And now, I’m sure glad I took that opportunity for a coffee chat. I have very fond
momeries of Steve and the whole Cronkhite family. And Grace, just so you connect
the picture, the Johnson siblings are cousins of Betty, your college roommate! May
your faith in God carry you though this very difficult time. May God hold you in the
palm of his hand– Sandy Johnson
Anchorage, AK.

Sandy Johnson - October 16, 2010 at 11:24 PM

“

Dear Grace and Family,
Eric and I would like to extend our sincere condolences and sympathy ~ Steve was a
very special, kindhearted and generous person and we were blessed to know him.
He was so strong for many years with his fight against cancer and so blessed to
share so many precious moments with us all. I will always remember him fondly, as
he gave a young, inexperienced college graduate a wonderful “first job” and then
became my “West-coast Dad.” He was a wonderful conversationalist, helpful adviser
and someone who always showed how much he cared for others. May the love you
share with family and friends ease your burden in the coming months and years. We
will miss him very much and send you much love and many hugs from afar,
Love,
Alex, Eric and Baby Chani

Alexandra & Eric Bilderback - October 16, 2010 at 08:25 PM

“

Grace and Family.
I am a prior childhood neighbor of Steve’s. I was looking forward to seeing Steve at
our up coming 50th class reunion. Please accept my sincere sympathy in your loss. I
have always remembered Steve with full memories.
Sincerely, Penny Piotter (Fitzgerald)

Penny (Fitzgerald) Piotter - October 16, 2010 at 11:07 AM

“

Grace, Kim, Mandy and all . . .

Brenda Aasheim - October 15, 2010 at 10:37 PM

“

Dear Grace, family and extended family of Steve Cronkhite. Kristine and I would like
to extend our sadness at Steve’s passing.

Lance Bailey - October 15, 2010 at 10:01 PM

“

Grace and family – we will miss Steve very much. Mike and Steve were friends for
about 60 years. Steve and Grace stood up for us when we were married in 1984.
Since that time there have been a multitude of dinners, shopping trips – Grace and I
would shop while the guys sat around and drank coffee, trips – especially the one to
Hawaii, Opera in Seattle and just sitting around drinking coffee and visiting. We know
he will be looking down on his family and friends pain free and at peace.

Michael & Gwen Sarich - October 15, 2010 at 05:38 PM

“

I no longer live in Washingon State but I make it a point to read The Bellingham
Herald daily. I was shocked and stunned and saddened to read of Steves passing. I
dated him for a bit in highschool and we have recently touched base on Facebook
and Classmates. He was a loving man with a great sense of humor. God Bless you
all.

Nancy Olsen Jones - October 15, 2010 at 12:56 PM

“

Dear Grace: Mere words are not adequate to express my feelings, but I hope the
good that Steve shared with his family and friends will not be forgotten, and may you
be assured of continued love and support from your friends as you work through your
grief and sadness. I am always available for support anytime.

Margaret Wyngaert - October 15, 2010 at 10:01 AM

“

Grace and family, my prayers and wishes are with you at this time of great lose. I
very much enjoyed the pictures on face book, they shooed
Steve as the loving person he was. He will be missed.

Trudie Sarich - October 15, 2010 at 09:56 AM

“

Grace and family, I am so sorry to hear about Steve. You all have been in my
thoughts for so long. I have some wonderful memories with our families for as long
as I can remember and they are memories that I will cheerish. Steve was a fantistic
person and even my children loved him very much and have wonderful memories of
him also. In fact, when Billy found out he left work early because all he could think
about was Steve and the last time he saw him. We all know he is in a great place
and is moving around freely without pain. Please take care of yourselves and give
each other a hug from me.

Debbie Sarich - October 15, 2010 at 09:05 AM

“

Grace & Family:

Chuck Anway - October 15, 2010 at 08:02 AM

“

Grace, I was so sorry to learn about Steve. My memories of his generosity are
forever etched in my mind. He encouraged me to get a computer, and whenever I
needed help he was always there. We had such good times going to dinner with the
two of you. I remember when he came into the bank to open a checking account
when he was a boy, and our paths crossed many times. He should have been proud
of the Northwest Business Club as he was one of the original founders, and working
with him was a pleasure. He was a gentle and compassionate man, and I will miss
him very much. With deepest sympathy for your loss.
Fondly,
Naida

Naida J. Deitsch - October 14, 2010 at 10:38 PM

“

So sorry to hear about Steve. He was a very dear person and always thought about
those other than himself. I knew him from the NW business club when we were both
on the board. But I know he is now with our Lord and that should be a comfort.
Condolences.

Cathy Leahy - October 14, 2010 at 04:46 PM

