Shirley Bowden
March 27, 1919 - January 23, 2013

03/27/1919 – 01/23/2013
Shirley L. Bowden, age 93 passed away January 23, 2013 in Bellingham. She was born
March 27, 1919 in Grande Prairie, Alberta to John and Louise Carter. She grew up on a
farm in Northern Alberta and became a teacher. Shirley taught school in Alberta and B.C.
She married Harold Bowden and emigrated to the U.S. where they lived in Spokane,
Walla Walla and later Kennewick. Shirley taught at Park Junior High and other schools in
Kennewick, WA. She enjoyed traveling the world during her summers off. After Harold
passed away she moved to Bellingham and lived in the Cordata area. In Kennewick she
was a member of St. Joseph Catholic Church and in Bellingham she was a member of
Church of the Assumption. She also enjoyed socializing with the Red Hat Society. Shirley
was preceded in death by her husband Harold, son-in-law Lee, brother Adley and sisters
Vella, Elva and Lola. She is survived by children Janet (Phil) Palechek, Bruce (Karen)
Bowden and Heather Davis, grandchildren Adley (Dani), Ashley (Chris), Greg (Tracy),
Monica, Desiree, Kira and Troy, sisters Maisie and Kay, brother Aurey and many loving
relatives and friends. Memorials may be made to the Choroideremia Research
Foundation, 23 East Brundreth Street, Springfield, MA 01109-2110 or online at www.
choroideremia.org. Visitation will be held at Westford Funeral Home, 1301 Broadway St. in
Bellingham on Sunday, January 27th from 3-5 PM. Mass of Christian Burial will be held at
Church of the Assumption on Monday, January 28th at 10:30 AM followed by a reception.
A graveside service will be held at Desert Lawn Memorial Park in Kennewick on
Wednesday, January 30th at 12 Noon.

Comments

“

Aunt Shirley was indeed a treasure. She took a great interest in us, encouraged us,
loved us, and – above all – entertained us. Aunt Shirley was a great story teller,
regaling us with tales of her travels, her friends and her students. She had a
generous spirit, and made my girls feel like they were the smartest, most beautiful,
and most important little girls around. They will always remember her for that. We
loved being with her and we all enjoyed her willingness for an “adventure” in what
from it presented itself. Aunt Shirley, we love you and you are missed. Laurie, Geoff,
Shannon, Heather and Kathleen

Laurie Robertson - January 31, 2013 at 08:31 AM

“

So sorry to hear of Shirley’s death. Shirley was an outstanding educator –talented,
intelligent, and dedicated. She was always an elegant lady and fun to be around. We
will certainly miss her…
~ Joan and Emil Kluck

Joan and Emil Kluck - January 30, 2013 at 12:50 PM

“

Shirley was always positive and uplifting with students and staff at Whatcom Middle
School where she was a frequent guest teacher. She made a difference in my life by
taking time to spread joy and good news to colleagues.
My sympathy to her family as I know her powerful spirit will be missed.
Nancy Fayram

Nancy Fayram - January 30, 2013 at 12:49 PM

“

Mrs. Bowden was also my 7th grade teacher at Park Middle School in Kennewick,
and I was part of the group that traveled with her as our very capable tour leader to
Europe in ’79 and Asia in ’80. (Along with Teddi Schmidt Gunderson, who left a
message above.) I most likely got my travel bug from Mrs. Bowden, and she was
instrumental in my being able to go on those amazing trips. She was a person with a
sometimes stern exterior, but very kind at heart, and a fierce advocate for her “kids”,
whether as a teacher or a traveler. When I think of Shirley, I picture her striding
through an airport gripping a fistful of boarding passes, and all of us “ducklings” trying
to keep up! Thank you Mrs. Bowden. You made a difference in my life. For those who
traveled with her, they will know the reference when I wish her a safe journey and a
window seat not over the wing!

Steve Smithson - January 28, 2013 at 02:41 PM

“

I was privileged to teach with Shirley at Park Middle School in Kennewick. I was a
young 24-year-old teacher in 1974, and Shirley generously shared her expertise and
knowledge with me. I couldn’t have asked for a kinder or more professional mentor.
We became friends, and I learned a great deal about work ethic, generosity, and
manners through her example. She retired, but was willing to teach my students for
me when my daughter was born in 1986. I was very fortunate to leave my classroom
for two months in the hands of an all-star educator. She influenced others by the way
she conducted herself, and I am grateful for the example she set for me. Her
friendship and professional skills enriched my life, and I remember her with great
fondness and gratitude.

Karen Spencer - January 27, 2013 at 11:12 AM

“

Our condolences to Bruce & Heather & family. We spoke with Janet so our hearts will
be with you all on Monday. Aunt Shirley added so much life to our family gatherings. I
loved to listen to her many stories of travel and adventure. She was bright and spoke
so quickly there was never a dull moment when she was around. Aunt Shirley always
loved to ask questions and was very engaging. We are also grateful she was able to
join us for our wedding celebration travelling in the middle of winter to be with us all
at the age of 86, she really liked travel!!
Aunt Shirley will always be remembered. With love, Tara Schmidt & family

Tara Schmidt - January 26, 2013 at 03:25 PM

“

Though we did not have the opportunity to meet Shirley, we are grateful for all her
family. We send our condolences to all of you as you remember all that your sister,
mother and grandmother have meant to you. May this time of remembrance bring
you closer together.

Kathy and Lynn Sharp - January 26, 2013 at 12:32 PM

“

Shirley was my teacher in 7th grade. She was very strict, but we all respected her
and learned a great deal from her. I traveled with her in the summer of 1978 and
summer of 1979 and have such wonderful memories of the Mediterranean and
Orient thanks to her organizational skills. Traveling continues to be one of my major
hobbies. I have even considered taking groups of students like she did for many
years. She was truly dedicated to her profession and had such energy into her
“golden years.”

Teddi Schmidt Gunderson - January 25, 2013 at 08:43 AM

“

We are saddened to hear of Shirley’s death. She was a wonderfully warm person.
We loved our visits with Shirley over the years. She was an elegant and well-traveled
lady with numerous stories to tell of her travels abroad. She was always very proud
of her work with young people as a teacher in various schools. She will definitely be
missed…

Joan and Emil Kluck - January 24, 2013 at 08:40 PM

“

I used to do Shirley ‘a hair for a few years until I moved away. I have only seen her
once since I have left. I tried calling but I couldn’t get a hold of her. She was a very
sweet and kind person. I will miss her very much.

Kathy hope - January 24, 2013 at 10:58 AM

