Sherri TenHouten-Snider
March 15, 1964 - May 9, 2018

Sherri TenHouten-Snider was born March 15, 1964 in Traverse City, Michigan. Sherri’s
love story with her husband, Rock, began when she was five years old. She chased him
around Cadillac, Michigan until she was 18 years old, when they had their first official date
at Rock’s little niece Tanya’s 1st birthday party- which began their lifelong adventure. Rock
and Tanya were by Sherri’s side when she passed away May 9th in her home in
Bellingham, Washington. Sherri and Rock left Michigan in 1987 heading west without a
compass and eventually ended up in Seattle. Sherri woke up and asked, “Now what?”
Rock replied, “Well, let’s go north. In Michigan everything is cool up north.” They made
their home in Bellingham. Skiers, bike riders, paddlers, and trail blazers, they lived each
day to the fullest. From Winthrop to Whistler they knew most of the trails and spent many
incredible days on the slopes of Mount Baker. Her gregarious nature spread throughout
her community. Many knew Sherri from Starbucks, to the trails of Bellingham with multiple
dogs on and off leashes, to adopting homeless pigs and making sure they were fed.
Sherri’s laughter filled any room she entered. She would make people smile by giving
them a simple compliment which was always genuine and straight from the heart. Her love
for people and animals is the legacy she leaves. Surviving just shy of six years, through a
courageous battle against ovarian cancer, Sherri gave stubbornness a new name.
Tenacity, positive attitude, faith and resolve provided her with the means to fight back.
With grace and strength she took this insidious disease on and left us all amazed and
inspired. Her journey continues to the “Rainbow Bridge” where tails will be wagging, pigs
will be snorting, and her spirit will prevail.
Sherri is preceded in death by her sister Terri Ann (TenHouten) Swanson. She is survived
by her husband, Rock Snider of Bellingham, WA; her father: Edward W. (Denise)
TenHouten of Cadillac, MI; her mother: Joanie Neiswonder of Torch Lake, MI; her brother:
Edward S. TenHouten of Kingsley, MI; her Aunt and Uncle Al and Elaine Hendrickson of
Coral Springs, FL; and her furbabies North and Solstice. Cremation has taken place, and
a memorial service for friends and family will be scheduled in Michigan later this summer.
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made in Sherri’s name to Whatcom Humane Society,
Pig Peace Sanctuary, and Whatcom Hospice. You may share memories with the family at
www.westfordfuneralhome.com.

Comments

“

Rock, Dale and I have just learned of Sherri's passing. We hoped we might see you
two at least one more time, at your home with Cal or at Avenue. Cal loved you both,
as do we. I truly will never forget the day she picked Cal up for the first time from
Racine Street. That was almost 14 years ago! He loved her immediately, at five
months of age, and learned to go right to his seat in the dogmobile. The last time he
came to your house was like all the others: he couldn't wait to get out of our car so
he could go straight to your front door and poke it with his nose, looking for Sherri.
Sherri drove to Sea-Tac for him. She saved his life at least once, the most recent
being the time we were in Wisconsin and she spotted the problem and took action
immediately. We are so grateful for her and for you and for the beautiful lives you've
lived. We know we will have to say good-bye to Cal one day and when we do, the
last words I'll whisper to him as he trots toward the Rainbow Bridge will be, "Go find
Sherri! She's waiting for you." That will bring me much comfort. I have cancer now,
and I may not be far behind. But I won't let a single moment of this life pass by
without joy in the meantime. Sherri taught me that by living it. If I had any words that
would bring comfort, I would use them against your pain; but there aren't any. I'll just
say that I'm so sorry your beautiful love story has to include this great loss. But your
love doesn't end, and your story doesn't end. Neither does Sherri's. Still, we who are
left behind will miss her fiercely. May you find peace and solace at this very difficult
time.

Cheryll Kinsley - July 08, 2018 at 04:24 PM

“

Rock, we are so sorry to hear about Sherri’s death. We just heard about it today
(6.3.18), as we don’t subscribe to the Herald. What can I say in your time of grief and
loneliness? Sherri was one of the most remarkable women I have ever known. Not
an actress, not a model, not a celebrity, but she exuded an aura of charm, likeability,
and sassiness that ensnared everybody she met. She had that kind of personality. I
cannot figure out the meaning of life, as we are mere mortals after all, and not gods. I
have a saying: “Life is the strangest thing. And within that strangest thing, Love is the
strangest thing.” You had that strangest thing with Sherri. Most of us go through life
unaware as to its meaning from one day to the next. Sherri had that pizzazz, that
love of life and dogs (and pigs). She brought love, humor, and joy to many people
and dogs (and pigs). I’m sure St. Peter swung the gates of heaven wide open for her.
She will be missed. My other saying is (which I wrote when Grizz, our first Chow
Chow died): “The story of life is written in love, one human being for another, one
animal for another.” Certainly, you and Sherri lived that saying. Our heartfelt
condolences.
Frederick Su
Gail Bertolini-Su
Rhett, our Chow Chow, who always barked at Sherri, one of the few dogs she
couldn't charm.

Frederick Su - June 03, 2018 at 09:38 PM

“

Oh sweet Sherri... There are not words to express how deeply loved you are by my
family. Your thoughtfulness, joy and positivity have been an inspiration. It seems like
just yesterday that you found Balto (or he found you) and our hearts were forever
entwined. You made us family and poured peace, love, joy and generosity into our
lives for the past 12 years and especially these past 7 years mentoring Sadie each
week. The impact you have made on her life is eternal and has changed her life for
the better in ways I could have never imagined. Thank you for encouraging her to
dream big, to shine her light and to be passionate. You leave a legacy of love as you
modeled how to be courageous and you fought the good fight with dignity and grace.
Oh how we wish you could be there to watch her graduate next month, as so much
of her success is thanks to you. You have been so much more than a mentor, but
also a friend, a counselor, a coach, a cheerleader, and a soul sister. I know the seeds
you have planted in her will continue to blossom and that your strong spirit will stay
with us. Until we meet again my dear friend, give Balto hugs for me.

Amanda Cronkhite - May 23, 2018 at 02:34 AM

“

Shelly Snider lit a candle in memory of Sherri TenHouten-Snider

Shelly Snider - May 21, 2018 at 09:18 PM

“

Penny lit a candle in memory of Sherri TenHouten-Snider

Penny - May 20, 2018 at 05:14 PM

“

Oh Sheri,
It seems so unfair that such a beautiful women, with such joy for living each day to
the max, was taken from the human world so early. Could it be that your "non
human" adoring fans had the greater need for your presence. I know that Zoey and
Jammy were waiting for you with barely controllable excitement, yipping with tails
feriously wagging, in anticipation of finally being able to bask in your love (and lick
your face) again.
Arlene

Arlene and John - May 18, 2018 at 07:28 PM

“

Katee Wowk I was driving down the Britton road one day and saw a women (sherri)
laying on her stomach, since I knew her I pulled over and walked up to her.. are you
alright I asked? she said yes but these baby duckings aren't. I ran homw and got a
fish net and together we rescued 6 of the little darings. that was Sherri in a nut shell.
always there when it was needed for critters or people. Fly to the bridge Sherri I will
met you one day.

katee wowk - May 18, 2018 at 12:12 PM

“

I was so terribly sorry to hear of Sherri's passing. I have never met a stronger, more
courageous person in my life. She never gave in and she never gave up. She will
leave her mark in all of us who loved her and who learned from her what unflinching
honesty, strength, braveness and generosity look like.

Laura Livingston - May 18, 2018 at 10:41 AM

“

What an unfailingly up-beat, cheerful, brave, strong and inspiring person Sherri was!
Even as she suffered the side-effects of chemo and knew her days were numbered,
she insisted that she felt good, that all was right with the world, and she made
everyone she met feel better simply for having met her.
And, oh my, she loved the dogs. She knew and cared for three of ours over the years
when we were out of town, and each time we picked our dog up, she had a story to
tell from the time they had spent together. She had such a special fondness for our
gentle Gracie that, when Gracie crossed the "Rainbow Bridge," Sherri presented us
with a lovely memorial stone to place in our garden. The stone was inscribed:
"Always loved, and never forgotten." Not a bad epitaph for Sherri herself.
Tigger will miss you, Sherri, as will we and the countless dogs and people whose
lives you brightened.

Sue and Kris Ungern - May 17, 2018 at 08:22 PM

“

My deepest and most heartfelt sympathy to all Sherri's family. I know she was deeply
loved an will be missed. Peace and Blessings. Elsie Moore

ELSIE MOORE - May 17, 2018 at 09:07 AM

“

Jenni Harris Kroon lit a candle in memory of Sherri TenHouten-Snider

Jenni Harris Kroon - May 16, 2018 at 11:49 AM

“

Sherri, I will miss your infectious smile. Rock and Tenhouten family, I am sorry for the loss
of such a beautiful person.
Jenni Harris Kroon - May 16, 2018 at 11:52 AM

“

I will always remember you Sherrie for the way you were always friendly to anyone
you came in contact with. You were always ready with a kind word and your bright
smile. ...and often a hug

Tim Williams - May 16, 2018 at 10:41 AM

