Sharon Lee Chandler
May 1, 1946 - April 19, 2014

Just shy of her 68th birthday, Sharon Chandler lost her battle with lung cancer. Born in
Portsmouth, NH in 1946 to Doug Chandler and Ruth “Eileen” Parker, she was raised on
Oak Street in Wellesley, MA with her two brothers, Rick and Scott Chandler. She
graduated from Boston University in 1964 and continued graduate studies at UCLA. While
on a vacation in Mexico she met fellow vacationers from Bellingham, WA resulting in a
permanent move to Whatcom County, WA. In 1973, she married Fred Kennedy in
Needham, MA and had their first daughter, Courtney. They started their new life in
Whatcom County on the Mosquito Lake Road in Deming, WA and in 1982 they moved into
Bellingham. In 1975, Sharon and Fred gave birth to their second baby girl, Jessica, in Mt.
Vernon, WA. She then began a private practice as a hypnotherapist and as a psychiatric
nurse at St. Joseph Hospital Mental Health Unit. In 1989, Sharon married the love of her
life, David Hammers of Bellingham, WA. They had a wonderful life at their home by
Cornwall Park and at their second home in Winthrop, WA, along with their many dogs and
cats. Sharon and David shared their love of racquetball, golf, alpine skiing and yoga with
their many friends. Sharon loved to gather with her friends frequently for dinner parties
and other social events. She spent her days trying to save the world, one piece of trash on
the ground, stray animal or hungry third world kid at a time. She will be missed
tremendously and lives on, in our hearts, forever. Sharon was preceded in death by her
father Doug. She leaves behind her husband David, daughter Courtney (Patrick) Jenkins
and their sons Talon and Rylan, daughter Jessica (Brodie) VanNoy and their children
Kennedy and Devin, mother Eileen, brothers Rick (Miriam “Timmie”) Chandler and Scott
Chandler (Irene Kopp), and a large gang of amazing friends. Memorials may be made to
the Whatcom County Humane Society or your local Hospice. A celebration of Sharon’s life
will be held at 2:00 PM on Saturday, June 7th at Westford’s Broadway Hall, 1300
Broadway St. in Bellingham. Bring your stories, your appetite and your dancing shoes. We
will party!
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Westford's Broadway Hall
1300 Broadway, Bellingham, WA, US, 98225

Comments

“

What a fabulous personality, one you could just admire. So much about her was
wonderful. I feel so blessed to have had a small part in her life. Such a roll model on
the racquetball court and in life. Prayers and love to the family.
Cheryl Hull

Cheryl - June 06, 2014 at 10:00 AM

“

David and family.
I am so sorry to see that Sharon is gone and will always remember her.

Frank Sova - May 12, 2014 at 07:11 PM

“

David we love you and wish you and the family peace. I am so glad Skip got home in
time to say goodbye. I still smile when I think of Sharon humming at our wedding
because I wanted music and we had none! She was an amazing human being!

Rhonda Moore - May 12, 2014 at 07:10 PM

“

I didn't have the pleasure of knowing Sharon for very long but had some wonderful
moments with her, Courtney, Talon & Rylan at Legoland this past Dec and a few
special visits in the last few months--- what an amazing woman who "fought the good
fight"--- God bless you all as you carry on her legacy

Debbie Jackson - May 12, 2014 at 07:10 PM

“

Oh no! This is truly an instance of "the good die young". I hardly knew Sharon.
Intersected a few times at the Methow drumming circle. She made a huge
impression on me, along with her cinnamon whiskey and the great song she taught
me. I always admired her as someone who was willing to celebrate life in all its
fascinating aspects. Rock on, Sharon, wherever you are.

Pat Sloan - May 12, 2014 at 07:09 PM

“

Always open minded and kind to me.. I wish I would have gotten to know her better.
I'm so sorry for the loss to her family. Sending my sincere condolences to My Uncle
David. Love you Uncle Dave. God Bless.

Barbara Hartman - May 12, 2014 at 07:08 PM

“

Sharon you were such a wonderful woman, your voice always carried a soothing
tone. Always giving and loving everyone in your path. The life of any party. I will miss
you a lot & thank you for always opening your home to me. Rest in peace til we can
party again <3

Regan Concepcion - May 12, 2014 at 07:08 PM

“

A beautiful obituary for a woman with a beautiful spirit. A friend always tried and true.
A champion of animals and treasuring the earth and its beauty. I cannot NOT pick up
objects now that missed the grbge can. Kennedy, Sharon's granddaughter just said
yesterday "that person littered! She has been a great example of kindness, loyalty,
humor and goodness to all types of people and so thoughtful and respectful of our
four paw,d creatures. I will miss her smile, jokes, positive attitude and zest for living
life to the fullest. Such a "trooper" in her struggle to fight and conquer, I have never
witnessed. Miss you and love you forever.........Another grandma, Linda

Linda - May 12, 2014 at 07:07 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Sharon's passing, she was truly a woman we loved to be around.
Many days on the ski slopes and Ski Club nights together. She will be truly missed.
Love, Brian & Jan Humphrey

Jan Humphrey - May 12, 2014 at 07:06 PM

“

A beautiful tribute to a very funny lady. You couldn't help but smile when you saw her.
She will be dearly missed. Her legacy lives on in her wonderful family. Pauline Kelly.
Park Ridge, Chicago.

Pauline Kelly - May 12, 2014 at 07:06 PM

“

Sharon, you made the world more beautiful in so many ways. You are my sister
Sharon...when I was with you, anywhere @ anytime, I felt like I was exactly where I
wanted & needed to be. When I think of you (all of the time) I am filled with a sense
of love. I miss you so very much it makes my heart hurt. You have a beautiful family
& a billion friends. You have truly touched the flora & fauna of this planet in an
exceptional way!!! I will always love you

Beverly Swanson - May 12, 2014 at 07:05 PM

“

David,
I am sorry for your loss. Sharon touched many lives. She was smart, lively,
compassionate, uplifting hearts and making others grin. May the memory of years
you and Sharon shared help you through this difficult time.

Adelle Korn - May 12, 2014 at 07:05 PM

“

Dear David and Sharon's beloved family,
I will forever remember Sharon and how alive she was, so vibrant and so there for
her family and friends. She loved life, sought to live it to the fullest. Loved travel and
sports (participating) and aboove all Mother Nature and all living critters. She prayed
for Peace and was a bright light in an all too often dark, negative world. Love and
strength to Sharon's wonderful family.

Craig Richards - May 12, 2014 at 07:04 PM

“

David, Courtney, and Jessica. Today would have been your sweet wife/mom's
birthday. I love you all and I know how badly you miss her! I am praying for you today
and always! One thing I know is she is for sure having one hell of a party today! Love
you guys! Rikka

Rikka Storman - May 12, 2014 at 07:03 PM

“

David,
I am saddened to hear of Sharon's passing. I take comfort in the many great
memories created from time we spent together in Winthrop. I always looked forward
to meeting up with both you & Sharon on "The Hill" and the great conversations that
transpired. I am grateful to count both you and Sharon as friends. She will be missed.

Glenn Johnson - May 12, 2014 at 07:03 PM

“

Dear David,
Our deepest condolences to you and your family during this difficult time. Your family
will be in our prayers.
Sincerely,
The Dirks Family

Amber Dirks - May 12, 2014 at 07:02 PM

“

To Sharon's family...I played many racquetball matches against Sharon and she
made everyone of them fun. I am so sorry to hear of her passing.

Jean Heckman - May 12, 2014 at 07:02 PM

“

Dear David, Courtney and Jessica, You have my deepest sympathy for the loss of
your wonderful wife and mother. I don't always remember all the families I've had but
I sure remember yours. Both you girls were my favorites and your mom was too. She
was ALWAYS there for you and me. Her smile will live with me forever. She will be
greatly missed but loved by so many. Thinking of you and holding you in my prayers.
~

Roxanne Melland - May 12, 2014 at 07:01 PM

“

Sharon was fun to play rball with and against. Haven't seen her in 10 years. So
surprised and sorry to learn of her passing.
~

Rochelle McHugh - May 12, 2014 at 07:01 PM

“

Sharon,what an honor to have known you.Your smile will shine in my heart forever!
You truly touched my life and I am better for it.You left a beautiful mark on this earth
that will go on forever. I love you, until we meet again!David,Courtney and Jessica
my prayers are with you always.

Kathleen Coble - May 12, 2014 at 07:00 PM

“

David and Girls, So sorry to hear about you loved one. Sharon was a big help to my
family and a strong gift to the world. She will be missed. God bless

Dawn Marr - May 12, 2014 at 06:59 PM

“

You were a great friend to me.
I pray will stay close to us all for a very long time.peace with your family and know
there are so many memories that will stay with us for a very long time. Peace
Girlfriend Love Ya Kim Wareham

Guest - May 12, 2014 at 06:59 PM

“

Not often did I have the joy of being around Sharon. I first met her about 5 years ago
at the National Womens Racquetball championship
she was in the age bracket below me, but due to lack of enough players, our age
divisions were combined. I knew nothing about Sharon, just met her earlier in the day
of our match.That brief meeting filled me with intrigue about this interesting woman
with the kind face, twinkling eyes, wild free hair and a bit of a mysterious expression.
We got called to the court for our game, I won serve, scored a few points...and all
along she had this warm and slightly mischievis expression on her face. And next
thing I knew, she beat the crap out of me, she was a super player. I have never had
such good feelings in competition in spite of taking a huge loss.And the few times
after that event when I participated again, I always looked forward to seeing her
again, knowing ahead that I had no chance of winning. When we were off the court,
she talked about her life and family and it was very clear she was very happy.
Let the good memories warm your heart and ease your pain of loss in the knowledge
she loved her family, her friends and her life.
With sympathy
Josine Haustermanns- Tulsa, Oklahoma

josine haustermanns - May 06, 2014 at 09:59 PM

“

Sharon changed my life wonderfully and permanently. Stuart and I are one of the
several couples Sharon set up in her elegantly sneaky way. She was so sure, she
took a photograph of the two of us talking for the first time. Twenty four years later,
still lovingly married, Stuart and I are so grateful to Sharon's brilliant awareness of
who would work for us. She could see into people, and bring out the best with
compassion and with fun.
Thank you Sharon.
Laura and Stuart

Laura Shelton - May 04, 2014 at 12:39 PM

“

I am sorry for not mentioning Courtney and Jessica.. Although I didn't get to know
you .. I am so happy David has you both in his life now and always.. My prayers are
with you and also your grandmother.. Hugs ~Shelia

Shelia - April 29, 2014 at 04:10 PM

“

My Sweet Sis-in-law, Sharon.. I am going to miss your beautiful smile.. From the first
time we met and you gave me a big bear hug..I knew you were just the right lady for
my lil brother David. You always took time for Jesse, when you two visited me.. That
meant so much to me and to him.. I can still see you on his bedroom floor, playing
railroad or whatever he was playing with. and made him feel special..I know your up
there keeping an eye on your whole family, and most of all David..I will see you
again, this I truly believe. Maybe you can give my sweet little Heidi a hug for me..
Loved you muchly.. Sis- Shelia, Dan and Jesse..To David.. A big hug , stay strong
and we are here any time you want to visit or call.. I love you my lil brother..who has
always been like a BIG Brother to me. So wise..(((Hugs)))

Shelia - April 29, 2014 at 04:05 PM

“

Courtney, Jessica, David, and family,
Jim and I will miss Sharon, yet hold her in our hearts as one of the most genuinely
herself and beautiful women we have known. Although I did not have the good
fortune to spend that much time with her, she always made an impression on me-one of warmth, inclusion and understanding. The picture of her that you have
included here is exactly how I think of her, with a big smile on her face and a twinkle
in her eye. Everyone knows how much you all meant to her, and how much she
means to you. I hope that knowing so many people will miss her will take away a tiny
part of the pain of grieving for you each.
Love and hugs,
Donna Rushing and Jim Spaich

Donna Rushing - April 28, 2014 at 12:02 AM

“

David- I just want to offer condolences to you - I am so sorry about the passing of
Sharon - I did not know her as well as I would have liked, but every time you two
came to the house on Locust Avenue, she made us feel so welcome there. I know
that you were so close and shared a wonderful life together- remember your good
times, your happy times, and your sad times- those memories will always be with you

and will carry you through these sad moments. My prayers will be for you Terry Angeley - April 27, 2014 at 12:09 PM

“

Sharon and I shared the care and direction of our wonderful and adventuresome
daughters Jessica and Jill as they grew up as best friends. We also worked together
in health education at BTC. She is a loving mother, a wonderful friend, loving and
caring spirit, an excellent nurse and educator, confidant and counselor. I love her for
the woman she is and for her caring and love of my family. Her spirit will continue to
surround and influence all those she loved and cared for. My love and prayers are
with you David, Courtney and Patrick and Jessica and Brodie and your babies. She
will always remain in my heart. Love you all.

Joann Linville - April 27, 2014 at 11:24 AM

“

Sharon was truly an extraordinary daughter, wife, mother, grandmother and especially a
friend. Love to all of you David and family during this very sad time.
Amy - April 27, 2014 at 01:39 PM

