Sandra L. Johnson
August 21, 1949 - January 21, 2020

Sandra Johnson, age 70, passed away in Bellingham on Tuesday, January 21, 2020. She
was born August 21, 1949 in Akron, OH to Richard and Joan Starbird. Sandi graduated
from Bellingham High School in 1967 and earned her BA and MA at WWU. She was an
educator for Bellingham Public Schools, and worked over 20 years at Parkview
Elementary. Sandi married Marcus Johnson on August 24, 1971 in Bellingham. Sandi was
a wonderful wife, mother, grandmother, aunt and sister. She had a contagious laugh.
Sandi was an amazing cook and this talent benefited all who stepped over her threshold.
She succeeded at making everybody feel loved and welcome at their lake home through
her thoughtful and generous provision of refreshments, lunches, dinners and ice cream
sandwiches. She was an excellent gift giver who loved to spoil her grandchildren, nieces,
and nephews and she always was prepared with extra swimsuits, sunscreen or anything
else you might need to have fun. She loved family gatherings and hosted many birthday
parties and holiday events. Sandi loved to travel. She and Marc made took many trips with
family and friends all the way to the East coast and even Europe. Her most favorite place
in the world was Maui during whale season. Swimming and snorkeling at those beautiful
beaches brought the happiest smile to her face and whale watching, swimming with the
turtles, and walking the beaches were her favorite pastimes. Friendships were very
important to Sandi. She met with teacher friends for coffee weekly and was in a book club
for several years. We look forward to seeing our Sandi again, and are comforted knowing
that she is at rest in the Lord. Sandi was preceded in death by her father Richard Starbird.
She is survived by her mother Joan Starbird, her loving husband of 48 years, Marcus, her
son Brett Johnson (wife Petra) and their sons Nikolas, Andreas, Mattias and Lukas,
daughter Brynn Leighton (husband Joe) and Brynn’s step children Sonia and William
Leighton, her three sisters, Sue Wilson (husband Clifford), Christine Lyzwinski (husband
Piotr), and Tracy Carlson (husband Christopher), her beloved dog Josey, and many loving
relatives and friends. Memorials in Sandi’s name may be made to the Assistance League
of Bellingham at www.assistanceleague.org/bellingham. A celebration of Sandi’s life will
be held at Westford Funeral Home on Sunday, February 9th at 1 PM. Reception following
across the street at Westford’s Broadway Hall. Pastor Bob Marvel will be officiating. You
may share memories with the family at www.westfordfuneralhome.com.
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Comments

“

A sympathy card was purchased for the family of Sandra L. Johnson.

April 25, 2020 at 09:44 PM

“

I would like to thank all who made it to mom's memorial service. She would have
been so happy to see everyone there and all that was said and shared! It meant so
much to my whole family too. A special thanks to Chris Carlson who put together that
terrific video, Pastor Bob Marvel who officiated and spoke so well and Rob Westford
for hosting and organizing. We still miss mom so much but knowing how many others
share our memories and affection for her really helps.

Brett Johnson - March 01, 2020 at 07:13 PM

“

A sympathy card was purchased for the family of Sandra L. Johnson.

February 05, 2020 at 12:31 PM

“

Our deepest condolences to Marcus and all of Sandi's family. We will all miss her so
much. Her love for her family and friends is what we'll remember the most. She really
did have a way of not only showing her love but really making people around her feel
it, and we are better for having her in our lives. We send you our thoughts and
prayers for strength as you go through this difficult time.
May her memory be eternal.
Love, Jim, Dini & Soula Christopoulos

Jim Christopoulos - February 04, 2020 at 09:52 PM

“

“

Thank you for your kindness.
Sue Starbird Wilson - February 08, 2020 at 01:49 PM

It was a tremendous joy to know Sandi as she attended our church with Brett and
Petra. She had a wonderful love for her family and a joy that was radiant. We are
thankful to know her love for the Lord and that this farewell is only till we see her
again. Praying for he entire family.
Pastor Steve Jamison

Steven Jamison - February 01, 2020 at 12:07 AM

“

We were friends as couples, friends as families, shared beach family vacations. In
fifty years Sandi never waivered in being a generous and compassionate friend. My
most lasting memory is from five months ago. After a visit to the medical center in
Seattle though exhausted Sandi insisted on coming too late in the day and then
staying too long, over her families protestations, to visit with my wife. You could not
stop Sandi from giving. Less than a month later my wife succumbed to her cancer.
Douglas Blair

Douglas N. Blair - January 29, 2020 at 06:04 PM

“

Sandi was so glad that she was able to have one more visit with Linda. She said, “You
have to step up to opportunities as life can be short”.
Sue Starbird Wilson - February 08, 2020 at 01:51 PM

“

Sandi was and will always be my dear friend. She showed me how to be generous
and look for ways to love people. Sandi knew how to make anyone feel comfortable
and cared for. She was always there to give support and offer to help. Sandi and I
shared years of family picnics, beach days, silly hysterical laughter, and some
serious moments too which we helped each other through. There was never a time
when she was not there when I needed her. A beautiful spirit lives on eternally in the
family she so ferociously loved. Now she is renewed and reaping the rewards of her
faith in her Saviour Jesus and a life well lived in love and generosity. Fly high our
sweet bluebird! With love Cheryl

cheryl wright - January 27, 2020 at 02:08 PM

“

“

Oh how Sandi treasured your friendship!
Sue Starbird Wilson - February 08, 2020 at 01:52 PM

1 file added to the album Memories Album

cheryl wright - January 27, 2020 at 01:42 PM

“

8 files added to the album Memories Album

cheryl wright - January 27, 2020 at 01:22 PM

“

I met Sandy when I joined a book club. I enjoyed her company because she always
had a good attitude. Her smile was always warm and welcoming and she cared
about others. She loved her family and she loves her trips to Hawaii. She was very
lucky to have such a wonderful family. I will miss her.

Roxanne Melland - January 27, 2020 at 01:44 AM

“

I wasnt able to know sandi as i was growing up, but as an adult she would come to
florida and we then had a chance to get to know eachother. She was so sweet, loved
her family more then anything. She loved talking about her adventures in hawaii and
elsewhere. I feel so thankful for the times we had together as a family. I know that
she is dancing with jesus in heaven now without pain or suffering.

Jenny ragsdale - January 26, 2020 at 04:50 PM

“

She valued her extended family time Jen, and loved getting to know you and yours better
later in life.
Sue Starbird Wilson - February 08, 2020 at 01:54 PM

“

Steve and I send our deepest heartfelt sympathy to Mark and all the family, we are
so sad and sorry for your loss, may all your wonderful memories and pictures help
you through these hard times.
Sandi was a very sweet and fun lady, she will be missed.

Debbie and Steve Paxton - January 26, 2020 at 01:53 PM

“

I know it is mentioned, but her laugh was more than infectious and optimistic. It is
unforgettable and I can clearly hear it now. It is deeply sad and there are never words
that can be expressed properly. I know she had crazy grandmother-itis. (Now my wife
has it) As a former Architect partner and associate, of her husband, Marcus
since...1972 (...gads) she always was the best hostess for my wild and crazy
bachelor days when I needed a place to crash when we had a Seattle branch office.
She will be dearly missed, but memory of her will always be fresh and always makes
me smile.

David Christensen - January 26, 2020 at 08:46 AM

“

SANDI was simply one of the sweetest peson i have ever known,she was always so
thoughtful right down to calling me when we lived in Woodinville to remind me of the
events in that area. Such a support to us when our children joined our family thru
adoption! The last memory she and Marcus flew over from Maui just for the day to
say goodbye to what would be the last visit with my late husband Norm.
She reminded me that day there were “no seconds” in life!
The day I received news of her passing I woke to catch a plane to Honolulu thou I felt
excited the prior day it was not the case the following a.m. a very still & humble
feeling came over me then found out why SANDI had passed.
The love she had for her family was not to be measured but cherished each day!
To all who cared for SANDI I know it was “your blessing” as hard as that may have
been.
Grief leaves a hole in your heart you will try to fill it each day because it is “love”.
A life well and lived! Kindness beyond measure... you are
Dear SANDI.
May you Rest In Peace. I am thinking of you feeling the sand between my toes in
Hawaii.
Mahalo Dear friend!
Jo Flodine

joann flodine - January 25, 2020 at 02:27 PM

“

I met Sandi and Marcus through my "Alaska friend" Sue, Sandi's sister. I especially
remember the last time I spent time with Sandi - at her nephew Ryan's wedding. Us
"girls" (all in our 60s!) had fun getting ready together, giggling and laughing like
schoolgirls. The day and wedding was such a family celebration. Marcus, Sandi and I
ended up on the same late ferry back to the mainland so we got to extend our visit,
which made the ferry trip fly by. They were headed to Sandi's favorite place to go Maui and me back to my north Idaho home. For quite a few months we enjoyed
challenging each other on line with "Words with Friends"! She was not only a good
game partner, but always so happily shared the doings and pictures of her extended
family - a joy! Even in the discomfort of her cancer, she reached out to me in the
recent loss of my son, thru her sister. Such a caring heart! Until Heaven - she will be
greatly missed by so many. Sending hugs and keeping her family close in my heart
and prayers. Arlene Jorgenson Hunt

Arlene Hunt - January 24, 2020 at 07:08 PM

“

Sandie was a childhood friend. When I moved from Bellingham 45 yrs ago we lost
touch. She found me on FB, and 3 yrs ago we started visiting Bellingham and stayed
with Marc and Sandie in their beautiful home. We laughed and talked alot. They
always had wonderful food, a boat ride and the kindest hearts. Our husbands hit it
off, and that was fun to watch their friendship develop. ,We were booked for a Viking
cruise and Sandie was diagnosed. She took it in stride that they couldn't go on the
trip. I felt a little guilty sending her photos but she wished us safe travels and started
her treatments just like a trooper. Oh how I WANTED to share Paris with her. Her
sisters and family surrounded her with such love and support the past 14 months and
I was blessed to get to know them too. You will be missed my friend, but we have the
memories. I will hold them close. Prayers for the family. Nora Williams Cottrill,

Nora Williams Cottrill - January 24, 2020 at 06:44 PM

“

Sandra was a sister to me. I had to have neck surgery several years ago, her sister
Sue had to go back to Alaska where we were teaching. Sandi was my nurse. She
brought me water, juice, food and made me comfortable at their home for six weeks.
Sandi was one to make you laugh, even though it hurt. Sandi was always loving ,
sweet and kind all of the 46 years that I had her as my sister in law. Sandi and
Marcus always made their home a delightful place to go to, they provided party barge
rides, picnics on their deck, swimming off of their dock. Sandi was an amazing cook
and fed us all with delicious nibbles and meals. Her freezer was kept fully stocked
with treats especially for the children, nieces, nephews and grandchildren, I miss her
greatly and will forever have a void in my heart and soul. Sandi was taken much to
soon. May our Heavenly Father hold her close and heal her with a new cancer free
body in an earth made new. Cliff

Cliff Wilson , a brother in law - January 24, 2020 at 06:07 PM

“

Sandi was a dear friend for over 50 years. Sandi, Marcus Cheryl and I spent so many
wonderful times together both far away and in each others homes. Sandi was like the sister
I never had, she was a loving wife to my best friend. She was so good to our children, they
loved her loving spirit, and the food and treats she was always willing to provide. Sandi was
always there to encourage and even when times were tough her infectious laugh would
erupt. In ones life there are really very few people you can call a dear friend, Sandi was
definitely a true friend. She and Marcus battled together the last 15 months with grace and
love. It was an inspiration to see their love carry them through tough journey. Sandi you will
be dearly missed, I envision you singing with the angels.
Bye Bye Blue Bird.
Ron Wright
Ron Wright - January 28, 2020 at 04:05 PM

