Ronald F. Holmstrom
September 29, 1937 - March 7, 2015

There are no words to describe what a wonderful man Ron (Bumpa) was, but we will try
our best to find some. Ronald Floyd Holmstrom was born in Markville, Minnesota on
September 29, 1937 to Theodore and Frances Holmstrom. Ron was the oldest son in a
big family of 5 brothers and 2 sisters.
The Holmstrom family made their journey from Minnesota to the Nooksack Valley in 1946.
At 12 years old, Ron took a job at Anderson Bros. farm where he lived and worked—
milking cows and bucking hay before and after school. In 1955, after graduating from
Nooksack Valley High School, he enrolled at the Lutheran Bible Institute in Seattle, WA. It
was at LBI that he met the love of his life, Fran. He and Fran, who also hailed from
Minnesota, married there in 1957 and returned to Seattle, where he worked for Bekins
Moving Company until he enlisted in the U.S. Air Force in 1960. He served his country,
being stationed in Germany at the Ramstein Air Force base from 1961-1964. Fran joined
him in Europe and they had many adventures exploring the world together.
After completing his service overseas, the couple moved back to Washington State to
settle down and start a family. His dream of returning to the farm came true when a
property in Stanwood came up for sale. For nearly 20 years, he built up his mini farm—
working at Midway Plywood, starting his own contracting company, and raising cows,
chickens, goats, kids, and grandkids. He and Fran left the farm in 1997 and moved to
Glenhaven, WA, where he built and sold 3 beautiful homes. He lost his wife to cancer in
2006, and though he mourned for his love every day, he continued to be a shining
example of hope, happiness, and joy for those around him.
He loved his family, his home, and his faith. Now he can finally join his beloved wife in
heaven, and for this, we can only rejoice. He is preceded in death by his father and
mother, and his wife Frances Holmstrom. He is survived by his sisters Janice and Kay,
and his brothers Dennis, Donny, Marvin, Robert, and Roger; his son David and partner
Kandice of Arizona; his daughter Joy and husband Matt of Alaska; and his grandchildren:
Gina, Laura, Madi, Eli, and Wyatt.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Westford Funeral Home & Cremation - March 14, 2015 at 01:41 PM

“

Oh he always seemed to be grinning. I remember Ron knew how to tease anybody,
especially Fran! Always ready to have some fun, and brought lots of entertainment for us
kids whenever we visited. You could count on Ron to be hanging around the children,
enthusiastically playing games and enjoying it as much as the kids. He will certainly be
missed. Many thoughts to his family. Love, Judy Ihle
judy ihle - March 14, 2015 at 07:34 PM

“

A beautiful collection of memories- and just as I will always remember Ron- with a smile on
his face! He will be missed! Jeneen and Craig
Jeneen Newman - March 14, 2015 at 07:34 PM

“

That's how I always remember Uncle Ron, with that great smile and happy eyes. His playful
personality made it fun for us kids when we would visit. Wonderful memories!
Marty Erickson - March 15, 2015 at 12:12 PM

“

To remember Ron is to go back many years to 1955 at the Lutheran Bible Institute
where we met each other as we studied the Word of God. Ron lived and worked at
the Bekins family home and when basketball season came, Ron brought a young
man, Wells Bekin with him--so we played together on our LBI team for 2 years. It was
a great time at LBI and later as many of us got married, we shared times with Ron
and Fran at different homes in the Seattle area. So we lay our friend, Ron, in the
hands of our loving Lord Jesus Christ, thankful that he knew Him and loved him and
that now he is with the Lord. We remember to pray for his family, Joy and David, and
their families. May the love and grace of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen all of you
during this time of grief and sadness. Your friends, Jim and Carolee Nyborg

James E. Nyborg - March 20, 2015 at 10:15 PM

“

Sebrina Holmstrom lit a candle in memory of Ronald F. Holmstrom

Sebrina Holmstrom - March 15, 2015 at 03:41 PM

“

Just the thought of Ron and Fran makes me smile! I was pretty little on our family
vacations out west but I can remember the adventures and laughter! Ron was good
at getting a rise out of Fran and we were all quite entertained by it. It was energizing
to be around the two of them. My parents both loved them so much too! Good
memories.
I was very touched on my wedding day to see that Ron and Fran had made a trip
back to the Midwest and were able to be there to help us celebrate. Such a precious
family reunion followed on that same trip (1988). God blessed us all with such a funloving man!

Janice Smith - March 13, 2015 at 09:14 PM

“

I remember Ron always with a big grin on his face! Such a joker he was! I remember
we visited Ron & Fran when they lived in Colorado? Did they live there? This was
many years ago. My family & Ron were all sitting around their dining room table
eating Fran's homemade pie while she was in the kitchen washing the dishes.
What?? Anyway, Ron says, "Watch this." He yells out, "Fran! What's wrong with the
pie??!!" Fran bursts through the door, soap suds dripping from her hands, & yells
back, "WHAT'S wrong with the pie?!!!" To which we all busted out laughing & Fran,
too.
Another time, we went to visit them in Seattle, all 8 of us planning to stay in our tent
trailor in their yard. However, we finally got there very late at night so Dad, Mom, &
Mart set up the tent trailor in their driveway & we all went to bed without waking
them. In the morning Ron came out carrying his shotgun demanding who was
trespassing on his property! We all got a good laugh out of that. What a character!
It must have been on that trip also, that I had my first taste of salmon cooked on the
grill. What a treat! Ron took us to the fish market, brought it home & cooked us a
wonderful meal. He loved a good time. God bless him as he is now with the Lord
celebrating ultimate joy!
Joan Erickson

Joan Erickson - March 13, 2015 at 10:23 AM

“

I will always remember what a fun, happy guy Uncle Ron was. When our family
would come out West to visit he would drop everything and show us the sights of the
area. His playful and passionate love for Fran was obvious. Although we didn't see
each other often, when we would get together we had great conversations about life
and everything else. I will miss him but I know he is with his Fran again and at peace.
We wish we could have been there to celebrate his life. Marty and Linn Erickson

Marty Erickson - March 12, 2015 at 09:20 PM

“

Guest sent a virtual gift in memory of Ronald F. Holmstrom

guest - March 10, 2015 at 02:22 PM

“

I remember growing up next to this amazing man and his family. I was privileged to
be able to babysit for them. What a wonderful example they both were. Now Ron is
once again with the love of his life. We will miss this guy very much. He was a great
dad and "Bumpa". Rest well dear sweet man.

Connie Cauchon - March 10, 2015 at 03:23 AM

“

Anytime I visited with Ron and Fran, and Ron after Fran passed he was always a
great Host with offering a cup of coffee. Great conversations and coffee ! Ron will be
missed, so glad I knew this wonderful man.

Corinn Carpenter - March 09, 2015 at 10:45 PM

“

Remembering, the many wonderful times spent with Fran and Ron. Once, he flagged
down a Schwann Truck on a highway because he wanted "a box of treats". So we
drove off, each eating ice cream. In fact, many of our memories revolve around
visiting over food, either Fran's wonderful cooking or some special place Ron wanted
to take us. Though miles have separated us, he will be missed. We wish we could be
there with you to celebrate his life. Jim and Katy Krogstad

Katy Krogstad - March 09, 2015 at 08:03 PM

