Roger C. Wiley Sr.
February 4, 1924 - February 14, 2015

Dr. Roger C. Wiley, former professor and chair of the Department of Men’s Physical
Education and Recreation at Washington State University died Saturday, February 14,
2015 at home, surrounded by family. The first thing anyone ever said to Roger, from his
earliest years, was, “
You sure are tall!” And, even as a boy, he towered over his peers. Roger was born on
February 4, 1924 to Lloyd and Alberta Wiley, hardworking folks in Bremerton, Washington.
By the time he was in high school, Roger was 6’8” and head and shoulders taller than
classmates, and eventually caught the eye of the high school basketball coach who talked
him into coming out for the Bremerton High team, which Roger helped lead to Bremerton’s
first-ever Washington State Boys Basketball championship, in 1941. After high school
graduation, Roger became one of the first Washington state athletes to receive an athletic
scholarship to an out-of-state school, the University of Oregon, where he went to to play
basketball. His college career and education was interrupted by his desire to serve in
World War II. He was told that he was was too tall for the Army so his family petitioned the
War Department to make an exception so he could serve. His mother made all of his
uniforms. After a stint at Fort Lewis, Roger served in the China-Burma-India theatre,
helping build roads.
After the war, Roger returned to the University of Oregon, where he played two more
years of basketball and met his first wife, a tall, beautiful woman named Barbara Borrevik.
Roger graduated with a Physical Education degree in 1949. After their wedding, they
moved to Bend, OR where he taught Physical Education, and coached basketball and
baseball. Three of their four children, Roger Jr., Brad, and Gloria, were born during this
time. Later, Roger returned to the Eugene/ Springfield area so he could get his Masters
and PhD at Oregon, while also teaching, coaching, and supervising the public swimming
pool in Springfield. Their 4th child, Steve, was born during this time.
After receiving his PhD in Physical Education in 1963, Roger and his family moved to
Pullman, WA where he became the Department Chair of Men’s Physical Education and
Recreation. For almost two decades, Roger remained in that position. He also evaluated

Pac-8 Conference referees, worked to accredit other programs around the country, was
very involved the Pullman Parks & Recreation program, especially in developing Little
League. “Roger Wiley Field” is named in his honor. He was also active in the national
organization for Physical Education educators, AAHPERD (American Alliance for Health,
Physical Education, Recreation, and Dance), and was National President from 1975-76. In
1982-83 he was a visiting professor at West Point Military Academy for the academic year.
After returning to WSU from West Point, Roger became very interested in computers and
helped set up the first computer lab in the Department of Leisure Studies. He enjoyed
mentoring graduate students and became the overseer at WSU’s Camp Larsen, a camp
facility on Lake Coeur d’Alene, which served disabled children and adults. Roger was also
an active Presbyterian, first in Pullman and later in retirement in Sequim, WA.
Roger and his wife, Barbara, were known and loved as wonderful hosts in Pullman. Roger
loved having people around, loved serving and caring for others. When he and Barbara
retired to Sequim, they continued to host many friends who made the trek to see them.
There was always popcorn and nuts, or crackers and Cougar Gold cheese ready for
anyone who came through their door.
After Barb’s death, Roger found a new love in his second wife, Thyrza. They were married
on February 14, 1993 and had many happy years together, traveling across the country
and the world, visiting family and going on elder hostels. Thyrza was a loving and faithful
companion for Roger. In fact, he died on their 22nd wedding anniversary.
Roger’s greatest joy, besides his “Bride” were his nine grandchildren. Each of them was
his favorite. From the time they were small, Grampie’s large hands knew how to hold
them, his large expressive mouth was ready with a grin when he saw them, and his lap
always had room for them. The older they got, the more he proud became of their
accomplishments, the more he just plain liked them.
Preceded in death by his parents, his first wife Barbara, his daughter Gloria (Paul) Allard,
and his stepdaughter, Lexi Knazovich. Roger is survived by his beloved wife, Thyrza of
Baltimore, MD.; his brother Lowell (Shirley) of Bremerton, WA/Astoria, OR; his son Roger,
Jr. (Helena) of Helsinki, Finland; his son Brad (Nichola) of Zillah, WA; and, his son Steve
(Carolyn) of Bellingham, WA, step-daughter Mary Beth (John) Johnson of Columbia, MD,
and step-son Michael (Georgia) Knazovich (Albuquerque, NM); nine grandchildren:
Dominic, Rachel, Elizabeth, Jonathan, Jesse, Stephanie, Michelle, Paul, and Christian;
and six great-grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held on April 18, 2015 at 2 pm at Mountain View Presbyterian
Church, in Marysville, WA. Donations can be made to SHAPE Washington; PO Box 766;
College Place, WA 99324 (Attention: Roger C. Wiley Emerging Leader Scholarship fund)

Comments

“

I would be remiss if I did not make a comment on my own father. He was a great
father in every sense of the word and is sorely missed. He allowed me to be myself
and encouraged me to that end. He and Mom created a secure, loving home that
enabled us to thrive as his kids. That he was sometimes callled "Doc the Roc" was
apt because he was our rock at home and beyond. He and Mom stayed in Pullman
so we could have a stable upbringing. The gift of our father´s legacy keeps on giving
to this day! Thanks, Dad!

Roger Wiley - November 20, 2019 at 02:02 PM

“

I was the first of a number of English students who came to wsu for our masters
degree under the encouragement and with the support of Dr. Wiley I was at wsu from
September 1968 to June 1970 and have great memories of his warmth and
friendliness and his seemingly boundless good humour. When I married a Moscow
girl in 1969 she came to work in the PE office in Boher gym and loved working with
him. We have lived in Canada since then but only just learned of his death. He is a
man I think of as a mentor, as well as a friend and have the fondest memories of our
time with him. Roger Granville-Martin.

Roger Granville-Martin - January 06, 2016 at 09:50 PM

“

I have many fond memories of Roger and Barbara - both in Pullman/WSU and at
Bayview. Roger was an imposing but welcoming figure when I joined the Physical
Education faculty in 1972. I soon became one of several WSU folks who followed the
Wileys to Lake Pend Oreille and vacation heaven. We had great gatherings there.
Roger made many significant professional contributions but his most lasting gifts
were his humanity and selflessness. He always exuded a smile and a positive
attitude. He will be missed!
My sincerest sympathies to the entire family.
Linda Hackbarth, Bayview, Idaho

Linda Hackbarth - March 01, 2015 at 02:27 PM

“

Guest sent a virtual gift in memory of Roger C. Wiley Sr.

guest - February 20, 2015 at 04:51 PM

