Robert "Bob" Paul Nims
February 23, 1924 - August 27, 2015

Robert “Bob” Nims, passed away peacefully in his sleep on August 27, 2015 at the age 91
in Bellingham, WA. Bob was born in Bellingham on February 23, 1924 to Paul and Gladys
(Lindsey) Nims.
He graduated from Mt. Baker High School in the class of 1943, and immediately after
graduation joined the US Navy. Bob spent two years in active duty in Luzon and Leyte
Islands in the Philippines, serving on a PT Tender during WWII. Bob came home on leave
and married his high school sweetheart Shirley Howell on December 15, 1945.
He leaves his loving wife Shirley of 69 years; daughter Sandra (Lloyd) Martindale; sons
Ken (Cindy) Nims and Jeff (Rena) Nims; 5 grandchildren, Lori (Walt) Pritchard, Lisa
(Sergey) Kovalenko, Tasha Edenholm, Kelly Eubanks and Paul (Aricia) Nims; 13 great
grandchildren; brother Carl (Elaine) Nims; many cousins including his very special cousin
and friend Ken Cowden.
Bob was head auto mechanic at Mt. Baker Motors before he became a car salesman for
Dewey Griffin. After retirement, he enjoyed selling cars part-time for Denny Williams and
Elmer Radke. Besides his love of cars, he enjoyed many other hobbies. Bob loved to work
in his garden and kept a beautiful yard. He was a meticulous mason and built fireplaces
for family and friends. He was a devout Christian and served in various church activities.
He loved singing in the church choir, including “The Singing Christmas Tree”. Bob had
such a loving, giving spirit and in return was deeply loved by his family and friends.
His family wishes to thank the caregivers at St. Francis Extended Health Care for their
compassionate care.
Memorials in Bob’s name may be made to Life Church Bayside, 747 Marine Drive,
Bellingham, 98225 or Whatcom Hospice, 2806 Douglas Ave., Bellingham, 98225.
A Celebration of Bob’s life will be held 1:00 p.m., Saturday, September 5, 2015, at Spring

Creek Bible Church, 567 E. Kellogg Road, Bellingham, WA 98226.
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Spring Creek Bible Church
567 E Kellogg Road, Bellingham, WA, US, 98226

Comments

“

It's hard to get a car loan when your an 18 year-old kid with a low paying job, little
money to put down and no credit history. Jeff told me to go see his dad Bob at
Dewey Griffin. People trusted Bob, it only took him one phone call to a local banker
friend to get what would normally be a risky loan approved. That was 38 years ago.
Jeff, It has been many years. Sorry for your loss. Those who say you can't trust a car
salesman never had the privilege of meeting your father. A man of integrity, faith and
honesty sold me my first car.

John Taylor - September 03, 2015 at 02:11 PM

“

To all the family:
I was very blessed to marry Bob & Shirley's youngest son, Jeff, and become a part of
this wonderful family!
Bob was a better Dad to me than my own & the only Dad I had left! He always could
make laugh at stories he told and make me cry when we were saying good-byes...
Everyone in Whatcom County that knew him would sing his praises! He was a
strong, upstanding Christian man that provided well for his family and loved them
unconditionally! A beautiful spirit & extremely kind soul!
I'm so glad he is in our Father's arms now, rejoicing in the Holy Spirit, & singing with
the Angels! I will Love & Miss you Always, Dad! Until we meet again...your loving
daughter-in-law, Rena Nims

Rena McGatha Nims - September 02, 2015 at 04:24 PM

“

Shirley - we were so sorry to hear of Bob's passing. He was such a wonderful man
and we have such fond memories of our years together at Calvary Temple and King
Mountain. May you find comfort in knowing that you will be together again one day.
Our thoughts and prayers are with you and your family. Lovingly, Bonnie & Dennis
Lancaster

Dennis & Bonnie Lancaster - September 02, 2015 at 03:50 PM

“

Bob & my Mom, both 1943 graduates of Mt. Baker High School. As young married
couples they attended the same church for many years, Bob leading the song
service and Mom on the piano. What a coincidence that they both died on the same
day. Now they are Singing with the Saints! Sympathies to Shirley, dear friend Sandi &
the boys.
Charlene Kvistad Lukes

Charlene Lukes - September 01, 2015 at 09:00 PM

“

Guest sent a virtual gift in memory of Robert "Bob" Paul Nims

Guest - September 01, 2015 at 01:41 PM

“

Always enjoyed visiting with Bob, so sorry for your loss.

Phil Radke - September 01, 2015 at 01:32 PM

“

We have such fond memories of Bob's amazing smile, Christ like attitude regarding
so many issues of life. He was wise, compassionate and He & Shirley would
ALWAYS LIGHT UP A ROOM! Their presence was magnetic. Love you Shirley, and
as we have said, Bob is now at home, and at peace, and he is in your future!
ALOHA! LOVE YOU!
Steve & Meredith Moyer

Moyers - September 01, 2015 at 01:32 PM

“

Bob and I shared a room for a couple of months at St. Francis last year. Bob didn't
communicate often, but when he did he was soft spoken. What I remember most was
how he would compliment the aides and nurses, and then say nothing else! Also, at
night he would sing to the Lord. His singing kept others awake and the aides tried to
get him to stop. But as soon as they left his beside he would start in again!

Gary Severson - September 01, 2015 at 01:31 PM

“

Family and Friends,
I've known Bob for 50 of my 60 years now. I remember him eating 1/2 a sandwich
and a yogurt everyday back in the 70's at Mt. Baker Motors. He talked me into trying
yogurt twice before I told him it was terribly sour. He asked me if I stirred up the fruit.
Now I still like yogurt! Bob was a great guy and helped me personally a few times. I
wish you all peace as you cope with your loss.
Your friend,
Steve Radke

Steve Radke - September 01, 2015 at 12:07 PM

“

I worked many years with Bob at Mt. Baker Motors. Bob was a fun loving guy and we
became friends right away. We had many good times playing practical jokes on each
other. My condolences go out to the family. You know that the way Bob lived and
believed that he is in a better place.
R.I.P.Bob
Walt Johnson

Walt Johnson - August 30, 2015 at 11:41 AM

