Robert Anderson
October 19, 1928 - November 29, 2018

Robert Anderson peacefully passed away Thursday evening November 29th, 2018 at
Shuksan Healthcare, alongside his loving bride of 68 years Barbara. Bob was born
October 18th, 1928 to mother Ruth Anderson in Lobley, Alberta, Canada. At the age of 4
his mom moved the family to Ferndale. At the age of 15 Bob entered the Merchant
Marines and at 17 enlisted in the US Navy. He worked in multiple jobs, auto mechanic,
commercial fishing and commercial painter before finding his calling as a carpenter. As a
self-employed contractor Bob built more than 45 homes, condo’s, and apartment
complexes in Whatcom & Skagit Counties. A self-made man Bob retired at the young age
of 56 to travel throughout Mexico before settling in Mesa Arizona where they spent the
next 13 winters. He had many hobbies he enjoyed including hunting, fishing, oil painting,
jewelry making, gardening, intarsia and building anything out of wood. Bob was proceeded
in death by his mother Ruth, brother Paul Anderson and sister Mae Wemp. Bob is
survived by his wife Barbara, son Cary (Janie) Anderson, 3 grandchildren Tyler (Caron)
Anderson, Trevor Anderson and Amy (Eric) Ellenz and 4 great grandchildren, Maya,
Chase, Cash and Barrett. Although this is a sad day for us all, Bob is in a better place. He
will be sorely missed, never forgotten, and forever loved and adored by his friends and
family. A Memorial Service for Bob will be held on Friday, December 7th at 1 pm at Christ
the Servant Lutheran Church. Memorials may be made to Christ the Servant Lutheran
Church or Whatcom Hospice House. You may share memories of Bob at
www.westfordfuneralhome.com.
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Christ the Servant Lutheran Church
2600 Lakeway Dr., Bellingham, WA, US, 98229

Comments

“

Barb, my sincere condolences that Bob has passed. He and Jarvin are together
again, Ferndale friends forever! Had my appendix removed a week ago, been out of
the news loop, so sorry -I would have been at the funeral. I cherish the wood art we
have that Bob so artistically created. He was a special guy! Sincerely, Rosemary
Loney Terwisscha.

Rose TerWisscha - December 08 at 12:15 AM

“

Bob is my brother-in-law Cary’s father and sister Janie’s father-in-law. I’m not sure
how to refer to my relationship with Bob, as he was so much more than just a relative
by marriage person to me. Barb and Bob have always been very good to me,
especially after losing my parents.
Bob had so many great years and packed in so many accomplishments and joys in
his lifetime, his vet service, building homes, traveling Canada, Mexico and Arizona,
beautiful grandchildren and great grandchildren that he adored. He had many
hobbies that brought him much joy. His hands were never idle. And he shared all this
with the love of his life Barb.
I have an intarsia carving of a lighthouse he made for me probably 15 plus years
ago. I love it and have it proudly on display in my home.
Some of my favorite memories of Bob will be our family gatherings – be it a holiday
or a birthday celebration. They usually started and ended with a game with his
grandkids. One of our family favorites is cribbage. Bob taught me how to play 4
handed double cribbage on a unique board he created himself of course. Our games
were always full of laughter and a little competitive, in a good way. The “Kids” use to
tell me to watch Grandpa, because he often cheated. I didn’t believe them at first, ….
But Bob did bend the rules, or at least “miscount” at card games. It always warmed
my heart to see Bob and his grandson Tyler play cribbage, as Bob taught Tyler the
game, just as my grandpa had taught me.
There is so much to be grateful. You are loved Bob and will be forever missed. You
married a strong woman who took such good loving care of you. Barb will mourn
your loss the most, but we will watch over her and you need not worry. I know Bob
and Barb have a firm believe that we will all meet again in heaven. I hope and pray
that is true and look forward to the greatest family reunion ever! Rest in peace Bob.
Love
Jackie

Jackie Baker - December 07 at 08:41 PM

“

Bob will be remembered well, such a kind man. Love to all his family, our family.
Jeff and Vicky Reid.

Victoria Reid - December 04 at 02:07 PM

“

Although this is a sad day for us all, my grandfather is in a better place re-united with
his mother in heaven. He will be forever missed, loved, and remembered. My
grandfather was a talented and gifted man, a loving husband, a family man, and an
inspiration to many. I could fill the screen with all the things my grandfather taught
me, however, the most influential was how to love and live my life. His devotion
towards my grandmother and our family was unprecedented. The world would be a
better place if we all loved and lived a little more like my grandfather.
You will never be forgotten, sorely missed, and forever loved.
-Your loving grandson Tyler Anderson

Tyler Anderson - December 01 at 05:15 PM

“

We lost a real man on November 29th . A true hero of mine. A guy that could, and
literally did build whole neighborhoods with his bare hands, and yet create countless
beautiful paintings and amazing wooden intarsia with those very same hands. An
incredible father, grandfather, great grandfather, husband and true veteran to say the
least. I always have and always will brag about how cool my grandfather was. May
he forever rest in peace. We love you grandpa

Trevor Anderson - December 01 at 03:28 PM

