Richard James Longo
June 20, 1946 - April 10, 2020

Richard J. “Chef Deacon” Longo, age 73, passed away peacefully at home in Bellingham
after a long battle with pulmonary fibrosis. Dick was born June 20, 1946 in Spokane, WA
to Leonard and Mary Longo. Dick graduated from Cleveland High School in Seattle and
learned to be a chef in the US Navy for six years. He proudly served on the USS Dixie
during the Vietnam War. Dick married Elizabeth “Betsy” Jones on September 11, 1971 in
Seattle. Dick was an executive chef in the Seattle area until the family moved to
Bellingham in 1979. He retired after 13 years at Boss Tweed Catering. Dick and Betsy
have been active members of Church of the Assumption since 1979. Dick enjoyed
watching his children and grandchildren’s sports, following the Huskies and Seahawks,
and cooking for his family and friends. He will be remembered as a loving husband and
father, and a wonderful and active grandfather and great-grandfather. He is survived by
his loving wife of 49 years, Betsy, son Nic (Grace) Longo, daughter Kelly Freeman (Curt
Sleasman), grandchildren Kendra (Wade), Kaleb, Noah, Gabriel, Emilia, Stephanie,
Christopher, Sidney and Parker, great-grandchildren Ivy and Leah, sister Bobbi, brother
Patrick, and many loving relatives and friends. Mass of Christian Burial will be held at
Church of the Assumption in Bellingham at a later date. Memorials may be made to
Whatcom Hospice attention: Massage Program. You may share memories with the family
at www.westfordfuneralhome.com.

Comments

“

Betsy and family..... Carole Burton from Cafe Caffe' here. I just wanted to send you
my sincere condolences with Deacon's passing. I am so sorry for your loss, he was a
great man. Please know that you and your loved ones will be in my prayers..... <3

Carole Burton - April 21 at 05:55 PM

“

We were so sorry to hear of Dick"s passing. Betsy, you and your family will remain in
our thoughts and prayers.
Roy and Barbara Cotton

barbara cotton - April 19 at 04:42 PM

“

Deacon's Tenderloin. Deacon made the kitchen a better place. Deacon made people
become competent and reliable. Calmness, smoothness, efficient and great food. I
thank Deacon for all he did for me and my business at Benjamin's in Bellevue.
Arnold Shain

Arnold Shain - April 19 at 11:01 AM

“

I am so sorry to learn of "Chef Deacon's" passing, I had the privilege of working with
him, and learning from him as well, during his time at St. Joseph Hospital. He was a
good chef and teacher, so easy to work with, I'm glad I had the opportunity. My
sincere condolences to his family.

Judy Good - April 18 at 12:53 PM

“

I am so sad to hear about Deacon!! He was definitely a good guy!! I think I remember
him at St Joe's for some reason!! The best thing that ever happened to my brother
"business wise anyway" was finding Deacon for handling Boss Tweed Catering!! Rick
Lund, I'm thinking you were a part of that!! And I honestly didn't know his name was
Dick!!

Jim Sands - April 16 at 07:56 PM

“

My sympathy to the Longo family. I had the privelege of working with Deacon at the
Holiday Inn in Bellingham in the early 1980's. I remember him as a fun chef and a
good chef. I worked in the bar which was close to the kitchen so saw him often. His
mullegatawny soup is forever etched in my brain. I don't know how to spell it, but he
explained what was in it, which I still chuckle about....one memory of Deacon. I am
sorry he is gone from you, his loved ones. We will meet on the other side. Thanks be
to God for His son and personal salvation to any who see it. Bonnie Scott Jensen

bonnie scott jensen - April 15 at 08:39 PM

