Richard S. Beckley
November 15, 1940 - July 5, 2020

Richard Beckley passed away 7/5/2020 at PeaceHealth St. Joseph Medical Center after a
brief illness. Dick was born in 1940 in Fremont, Ohio to Harry and Marjorie (Durdel)
Beckley. When Dick was 3 years old, his father passed away. Eventually Dick, then 12, his
mother and brother Nate moved to Southern California where Dick completed high school.
At age 17, Dick entered the Navy and served two years. After that he was employed in the
electrical wholesale industry. He also sailed as a merchant marine for a year, including a
trip to Vietnam. Dick and Grace met when both were approaching their thirties, he was the
“boy” next door who helped carry her groceries and replaced the water pump on her car.
They married in 1969 and celebrated their 50th anniversary last November. In 1973 they
moved to Whatcom County where Dick established his electrical contracting business,
Beckley Electric, retiring in 2002. Dick had many interests. He probably owned every
brand of car. Dick raced a NASCAR stock car in local races for three seasons. Later there
was boating in the San Juans. After that they enjoyed RVing to the tip of Texas and snow
birding in Arizona. Dick had a strong and cheerful personality. He loved to visit with people
and also read a lot. He was active at Trinity Lutheran Church in many forms including the
building committee and choir. More recently, he enjoyed water aerobics. Dick felt secure in
the Lord and had a full life. He was preceded in death by his parents and daughter Kathi.
He is survived by his wife Grace of Bellingham, son Tom of Ferndale, his brother Nate
(Diana) in Bremont, Texas, six grandchildren, and 11 great-grandchildren. A graveside
memorial service with military honors, officiated by pastor Dave Wagner, will be held on
Wednesday, July 15 at 2pm at Greenacres Memorial Park in Ferndale. Close friends and
family are welcome. Please wear your mask and social distance. You may share your
memories of Dick at www.westfordfuneralhome.com.
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Comments

“

See you later old friend. We shared many laughs and good experiences. Our
condolences to you, Grace and Tom.

Rick Dent - July 15, 2020 at 04:38 PM

“

I attended the water aerobic classes at the swim center. Dick was part of the group.
He always had a smile and a warm greeting as his aerobic buddies got to class. He
was a very friendly and easy to like person. RIP Dick!
Sending my condolences to his wife and family during this very difficult time.
Dot L.

D.J. Lehn - July 12, 2020 at 07:33 PM

“

What an honor to have known Dick, as I'm sure anyone who know him feels. He was
that kind of person. I went to work for Dick at "Beckley Electric" in 1979. I stayed with
him for 17 years because of the way he treated his employees and his business
ethics. He brought out the best in people and treated his employees like family. He
was a straight shooter and you always knew you could talk about anything with him
and that he was genuinely interested.
Though we were on opposite sides of the fence politically, he respected my opinion
and delicately shared his. O K - he would get excited once in a while. He was a
passionate person. His generosity and willingness to help others left a big mark on
me as a young man.
Though he will be greatly miss by many, I am grateful to have known Dick.
My condolences to Grace, Tom, family and everyone who knew him.
Carry on Dick.

Steve Servoss - July 10, 2020 at 06:45 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers go out to Dicks family. May your Faith, Family, Friends and
Many Happy Memories help you in the days to come. First meet Dick years ago at
church. Will never forget the time he and Grace to my son and myself to a Seahawk
game at the Kingdom. You have a Very Special Guardian Angel looking down on you
24/7. Take Care, I Care.

Linda Miles - July 10, 2020 at 12:53 AM

“

My sincere condolences to the family. Years ago, Dick, Don McKay and I went to
Orcas Island and wired a house with Doug Anderson for the Firs. I knew Dick prior
but not well. After spending a weekend working in close quarters wiring that house, I
soon learned what a good, quality man he was. He had my respect and he will be
missed
Greg Grant

Gregory C Grant - July 09, 2020 at 11:05 AM

“

Dick was truly “salt of the earth”, a good man who believed in hard work, integrity,
helping others, and praising God in song. He could find humor in most everything! I
feel blessed to have known him, and my heart goes out to Grace, Tom, and the
grandkids he loved dearly.

Kim Franklin - July 09, 2020 at 10:36 AM

