Raymond Ferris
March 28, 1953 - June 7, 2012

03/28/1953 – 06/07/2012
Ray, lovingly called Rayman by his wife and fondly referred to as RayRay by co-workers
lived in Bellingham since 1990. He was 59 years old when he passed away peacefully at
home of heart complications. He was born March 28, 1953 in Painesville, OH to Ray
Ferris and Virginia Riddle. Ray’s legacy is his big generous heart; when he was just a
teenage boy, he gave his mother money to buy his four younger siblings winter coats and
his generosity never ceased. His legacy continues with his calm, easy manner, humble
nature, pragmatic approach to life, his passion for music and playing and teaching guitar.
Ray was a self-made man. Upon learning of his genius I.Q. status, he got his G.E.D.,
continued schooling and received a B.S. degree in Geology from Western Washington
University in 1994.
Ray married his best friend and true love, Mary Jean Van Almen in 2003 sharing the better
part of the past 27 years together. He was her quiet hero. Ray was employed by Whatcom
Transit Authority as a transit operator. He was a proud and active member of ATU Local
843. He will be missed by his co-workers. Ray shared many sweet stories about his bus
riders, especially regarding the little kids. Ray had passions for listening to public and talk
radio and was ready with his political views and soft opinions. Chocolate, spaghetti, rocks,
Sunday night animation-domination T.V., and spotting eagles and hawks were a few other
delights. Ray so loved his best buds Cory Carlson and Ben Holmgren. Ray was a great
Dad to his cats Cy, Sam and Jack. He loved all things earthly and in the universe and had
a talent for petting bumble bees. Ray is survived by his wife Mary Jean Van Almen, his
“dear ol’ Dad”, siblings; Marie Goetz (Roger), Martha Donnelly, Tim Ferris (Marie),
nephews and nieces; Ian, Andrea, Shelby, Brooke, Summer, Kenny, Billy, Brandon, Jason
and great-nephew Caleb. Ray was preceded in death by his mother, brother Ted, uncle
Ted, brother-in-law Jim and best bud Cory. A Celebration of Ray’s Light and Life is
planned for September 9, 2012, 6:00 p.m. at the Squalicum Boathouse.
Donations may be made to fund a star in his name starregistry.com, the ACLU
www.aclu.org or the Winter Coat Fund c/o Interfaith Coalition 2401 Cornwall Ave,
Bellingham, WA 98225. Mary Jean extends her deepest gratitude to the WTA/ATU,
Westford Funeral Home, family and friends for their phenomenal love and supportive care.
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Comments

“

Ray’s cousin from Ohio, my mother was his mother’s sister Shirley, I knew Ray well
as a child and we visited his home in Mentor. My mother had known he went to
Washington State but had never had his address. She and her family send their
sympathies for your lose and ours. He was well loved and we all remember his
kindness and loving spirit. Our thoughts and prayers are with you and his friends and
family in Washington State and Ohio State.
Sherry

Sherry Bacon-Graves - June 30, 2012 at 06:28 PM

“

I am an old friend of Rays from Ohio and I missed him when he moved to
Washington in 1990. I was fortunate to have gone out there and visited Ray. He took
me to Mt. Baker, Schreiber’s Meadows, the Bumpershoot Festival in Seattle and to
Tacoma & Bremerton. We had a great time. He was in Cleveland last summer and
brought over a bucket of chicken and we talked for a couple of hours. When my
buddy Rick found out that Ray was in town he scolded me for not calling him
because he loved Ray also and wanted to see him. Mary Jean I love you, and keep
calling and I will try to do the same. Rest in peace Ray.

Jimmy Miller - June 25, 2012 at 09:37 AM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with you MJ, and I wish you strength at this time. I had
hoped to meet Ray when we finally head to Alaska via your neck of the woods. I can
only now speculate how wonderful a man he was. Kind words spoken by so many, it
is obvious you were blessed and he too for having you. Love, MJ

Marijane Dzurilla Vereen - June 25, 2012 at 07:13 AM

“

Was really sorry to learn today, about Rays passing. Have not seen him since his
moms funeral. No one knew where he was, but now we know he”s with his mom and
grandmom and grandpa. so sorry for your loss. Aunt Ernie.

Ernestine Miller [his moms younger sister] Southington, ohio - June 24, 2012 at 12:48 PM

“

Although I’ve known you and Mary Jean for a while, I feel as if I don’t know you very
well at all. I wish I’d paid more attention as I’ve missed out. Seeing you out on your
bus route was always such a pleasure. That smile and greeting you gave was always
so warm and welcome.

Linda Darks - June 24, 2012 at 11:08 AM

“

My heart is heavy with sadness for Mary Jean, who I know is missing Ray so much
right now. I remember how happy they were at their wedding…and I know that love
will never end…

Nance Matthews - June 24, 2012 at 10:17 AM

“

Uncle RayRay….wow….I haven’t seen you since I was a lil kid…and you still lived in
Ohio. This is a sad thing to read. Always a happy, wonderful person. As sad as I am
reading this…it has brought back some great childhood memories. Rest in peace. My
thoughts and prayers are with your friends and family.

Jessi - June 24, 2012 at 09:26 AM

“

my prayers are with rays family and mary jean eventhough i haven’t seen them in a
few years but i remember Ray having a heart of gold and was always smiling he will
be missed by all who had the pleasure of knowing him

chris olm - June 23, 2012 at 08:52 AM

“

Hey Rayman, whacha doin up there today. Give Cory a big hug and a kiss for me.
You guys have fun and don’t get in too much trouble. ??? I’ll be flyin with ya down
here ??? Love you forever…

Mary Jean Van Almen - June 23, 2012 at 07:23 AM

“

All Our Love & Prayers Go Out to Ray’s family . . . God Bless . . .

Margie & Eddie Casey - June 22, 2012 at 08:25 PM

“

I sure did enjoy the time I got to spend with Ray at work. I too will miss him. He was a
wonderful person.
David

David Rhodefer - June 12, 2012 at 12:51 PM

“

My heartfelt sympathy Mary Jean, and all my love. They broke the mold when they
made Ray. I’ll miss him more than I can say. Take care of yourself –I hope to see you
soon!. Hugs,
Peg

Peggy Parker - June 11, 2012 at 12:11 PM

“

Co-worker and friend who helped me be a better driver. A WTA brother I respect and
give thanks I knew. Rest well.

John Sanders - June 11, 2012 at 11:49 AM

“

To soon!

Michael Sunderlin - June 10, 2012 at 03:35 PM

“

Rest my brother. We are better for having known you, but you have left a hole in our
hearts.

Mark Lowry - June 10, 2012 at 03:07 PM

“

Us at the WTA that rides with him is going to miss him and i will be praying for his
family everyday and i will keep them in my heart forever and i hope that i can make
the funeral as well.

Matthew Masters - June 09, 2012 at 02:47 PM

“

Ray was so much more than a co-worker. He was a friend. He was a kindred spirit. I
will miss his smile, his wit, his music and his joy in life. I will miss him. Thank you Ray
for enriching my life.

Mike Murray - June 09, 2012 at 12:18 PM

