Nicholas Cargile Harris
April 17, 1980 - April 30, 2019

Nic Harris, age 39, died in Bellingham April 30, 2019. A beautiful soul with so much
passion for life, he bravely lived with MS for many years, overcoming much of the illness.
He was born April 17, 1980 in Bellingham to Lyle Harris Sr. and Betty Cargile Harris. He
attended Sehome High School and Explorations Academy in Bellingham, and later
Whatcom Community College and study-abroad programs in Mexico, Greece and the
Czech Republic. He married Alison Herbrandson on July 27, 2013 in Whatcom County.
Nic was passionate about cycling and built beautiful and complex bicycles. He enjoyed
long-distance road and mountain biking trips. He was a blade smith and restored antique
guns. A loving uncle to his nephews Sam and Coleman, he loved spending time with them
and with friends in the outdoors. Nic is survived by his wife Ali, stepdaughter Katy, parents
Lyle Sr. and Betty, brothers Lyle Jr. (wife Amy) and Jack (wife Heidi), uncle James Cargile
(wife Sarah), dear relatives and friends. Nic wanted more than anything to be able to “give
back to the MS community,” having previously been an advocate for Teva’s Copaxone, he
intended to become an advocate for Genzyme. In lieu of flowers, please donate in Nic’s
memory to the Multiple Sclerosis Association of America. A celebration of Nic’s life will be
at 4 p.m., Thursday, May 9 at Westford’s Broadway Hall, 1300 Broadway St. A reception
will follow. You may share memories with the family at www.westfordfuneralhome.com.
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Comments

“

My memories of Nick go back to when we lived across the street on 13th. Dennis and
I were remodeling an old house and the Harris family became our friends. Nick was a
baby and I can remember how amazed we were that he slept in late, keeping his
nightowl parents happy. Betty and Lyle we send our love. Karen and Dennis

Karen Wieda - May 09, 2019 at 06:53 PM

“

What I enjoyed about Nic was his congeniality. He was a smart conversationalist. He
read a lot, thought deeply about things, and had a quick wit. He always smiled when
he said hello. I never felt like i was intruding or superfluous. He showed me how to
throw tomahawks. How metal could melt into bike fenders. The artistry of weaponry. I
saw such heart and lifeforce in him. Such enormous potential. In many ways he was
just getting started. I still cant believe he's not around anymore.

Dawn - May 07, 2019 at 01:34 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

BettyHarris - May 06, 2019 at 11:41 PM

“

I met Nic a few times and, knowing of his MS affliction, was always impressed by his
wonderful spirit, great smile and optimism. It is a tragedy that such spirit and talent is
so soon taken from his family and the rest of us, but his life was a blessing to Lyle,
Betty and his brothers which Rene and I hope will comfort their sorrow. I didn't know
Nic well, but I do know that would be his wish.
Bob and Rene

Bob schober - May 06, 2019 at 09:41 AM

“

Central to my childhood were my times with Nic. His imagination always brought us
new adventures, whether we were building a boat that would sail us off to a distant
land, running from menacing claws that emerged from the sidewalk in front of our
houses, or digging a hole to China in the back yard. I remember his first day to
Lowell Elementary, dressed sharply with a scarf that somewhat resembled a scout.
Other memories include learning to ride our bikes together, visits to Fairhaven
Pharmacy for penny candy, trips out to “the land” where we’d ride up the gravel road
in the back of the pickup, from which we’d do our best to distract, harrass, and try the
patience of Lyle as he attempted to drive carefully. Going out on May Day to
anonymously deliver flowers to our elderly neighbors...the memories keep flooding
back.
It’s been decades since I saw Nic, but these early experiences in life burn in so
strongly that he’ll always be a part of me.

Angelo Rondello - May 03, 2019 at 11:07 PM

“

Westford Family lit a candle in memory of Nicholas Cargile Harris

Westford Family - May 02, 2019 at 04:51 PM

