Nancy Carol Holl
August 6, 1945 - October 20, 2018

Nancy Carol Holl passed away peacefully on Saturday, October 20th at age 73,
surrounded by her loving family, after eight years of treatment for metastatic ovarian
cancer. Nancy was born in Sedro Woolley to newspaper owners Ernest and Helen “Lucile”
Emerson. In her youth, she enjoyed cycling, snowskiing, and summers at the family cabin
on Lake Samish. Nancy attended Burlington-Edison High School and University of Puget
Sound. She took pride serving with Rainbow Girls and made lifelong friends in Chi
Omega. Nancy taught elementary school in Merced, California and Lynnwood,
Washington before returning to Lake Samish where she raised two sons with her beloved
husband Michael. For four months out of eight, she raised them alone while Michael
worked at sea in Asia. Nancy spent countless hours volunteering for Faith Lutheran
Church and other local organizations benefiting women, children, and the underprivileged.
She also gave time to local PTSAs and fire departments. She enjoyed gardening, reading,
collecting rocks, researching her ancestry, and the company of friends, neighbors, and
family. Nancy was preceded in death by her husband Michael Holl, parents Ernest and
Helen Emerson, brother Kenneth Emerson, sister Helen Guggemos, and brother-in-law
Robert Higgs. She is survived by her son Eric Holl and his wife Jessica Lohafer, son Alan
Holl, and sister Dorothy Higgs. A memorial service and reception will be held at Faith
Lutheran Church on Friday, October 26th at 11:00 AM. To honor her memory, Nancy
wishes that we reach out to friends old and new, provide companionship to the elderly,
and support those in need. Memorial donations may be made to the Ovarian Cancer
Research Fund, Interfaith Coalition of Whatcom County, The Children’s Neuroblastoma
Cancer Foundation, and SPARK Museum of Electrical Invention. The family would like to
thank the loving staff of Whatcom Hospice for their care and support in Nancy’s final
months.
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2750 McLeod Rd, Bellingham, WA, US, 98225

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Westford Funeral Home & Cremation Services - October 24, 2018 at 01:26 PM

“

I was one of Nancy's Cancer Support Group buddies. I joined the group shortly after
Nancy did & we shared many lively lunches at Avenue Bread in the early days
discussing our treatment, out families and our hopes and fears. This kind of
connection brings people together intimately & quickly. I grew to love her and her
unique perspective on life. I got to witness the special bond that she had with Mike
and told her that she was one lucky duck to have a husband who looked at her the
way he did every single time he saw her across a room - the way he did. I shared her
crushing grief at his unexpected passing, "not in the plan, I was supposed to go first!"
I know that the journey from there on out was like slogging through mud. I tried to
make her laugh whenever I could and was successful often. I loved to hear her
laugh, her whole face lit up. She was SO thrilled to welcome Jessica into the family
and often spoke of her joy with her boys and talked about their childhood with their
Dad. I am grateful that she passed with her family by her side. This horrible disease
takes the best women and I am so sorry for your loss.
I know it took me a long time to be able to think joyously about my mother after her
passing and I sincerely hope that you are able to do so - she was a lovely character.
With Much Love
Bippy McMaster

Bippy McMaster - October 25, 2018 at 11:43 PM

“

My thoughts & prayers go out to Nancy's family. May your Faith, Family, Friends, &
Many Happy Memories, help you in the days to come. Nancy was so much a part of
Faith Lutheran Church. Helping in so many ways. Always with a big smile. A plus is
she & Mike are together again, looking down on us 24/7. R.I.P. Nancy, you are
missed.

Linda Lundberg - October 25, 2018 at 07:58 PM

“

51 plus years ago Nancy was my Maid of Honor. We had been friends and sorority
sisters for 3 years. She taught me about grief when her Dad died. Her sweet
understanding when I had to uproot my life and get married gave me strength. We
remained friends though separated by many miles. I will never forget my sweet friend
and sister. I will always love her. She was an amazing person. I send sympathy to
her family and friends.
Love,
Diana & Craig Harper

Diana Harper - October 24, 2018 at 02:27 PM

“

Thank you, Nancy, for the lovely Thanksgiving dinner just days after Gabe's
memorial, and for distracting all of us from our grief.
Love and miss you,
Sandi and Kirk Wise

Sandi Wise - October 23, 2018 at 03:51 PM

