Mimi Baptista Gosano
January 31, 1924 - December 30, 2014

Mimi Gosano passed away peacefully in her sleep on December 30, 2014, just one month
before her 91st birthday. She was predeceased by her loving husband, Luigi Gosano, who
passed away in July of 2014.
Mimi Baptista was born in the British Crown Colony of Hong Kong on January 31, 1924.
She was the eldest of 11 children born to Rudolfo and Elfrida Baptista.
She married Luigi in Hong Kong in 1948. After marriage Mimi continued to work as an
executive secretary to prominent business men in Hong Kong. She also taught school at
Maryknoll School, a kindergarten through 12th grade Catholic Girl's Academy.
In 1961 the couple immigrated to the United States and settled in Glendale, California in
the Los Angeles area. Mimi always said that the high point of her work career was being
a personal secretary to his Eminence, Cardinal James Francis McIntyre, the first Roman
Prelate in the Western United States.
After retirement, her love of travel led her to work in the travel industry part time. Her
favorite destinations were the British Isles and Portugal, her ancestral country where she
still has cousins living in Lisbon.
Mimi was a gifted linguist who spoke Portuguese, English and Cantonese fluently. She
also knew French and Spanish. A voracious reader and collector of books, she could
always be found with a book in her hands.
She and her husband Luigi relocated to Bellingham, WA in 2004 to be closer to her
family in Vancouver. Mimi and Luigi had no children of their own but enjoyed the
company of many canine companions. Mimi will be missed by her surviving siblings
and her many cousins, nieces, nephews, and godchildren around the world.
A family Rosary service will be held at Westford Funeral Home on Saturday, January 24

at 9:30 AM. It will be followed by a Mass of Christian Burial at Church of the Assumption at
10:30 AM. After the Mass there will be a luncheon reception at Broadway Hall across
the street from Westford Funeral Home. Interment will be at Enterprise Cemetery on
Monday January 26 at 10:30 AM.
Flowers may be sent to the funeral home, or in lieu of flowers, donations may be made to
any animal rescue/shelter organization or Church of the Assumption in Bellingham.

Comments

“

2 files added to the album Mimi's photos

Manuel Gosano - February 05, 2015 at 08:03 AM

“

2 files added to the album Mimi's photos

Manuel Gosano - February 05, 2015 at 01:16 AM

“

Aunty Mimi is my godmother. She gave me a set of earrings with pearls and sapphires plus
a matching ring. She was very generous with me. But my uncle Luigi was the best. When I
got married I couldn't think of anyone better then my uncle Luigi giving me away. I believe
dad was smiling with my choice.
Carolyn Gosano Downing - July 23, 2017 at 12:16 PM

“

I have been going through old diaries and photos to bring back memories of Mimi.
25/09/48 Photos of Mimi and Luigi's wedding with Dad and Avo in Hong Kong
09/01/49 Photo of Mimi trying to restrain me, 13 months old, from running away down
the road. This photo brings home the fact that I knew Mimi all my life.
02/09/57 Photo of Mimi and Luigi with my family in our back garden at Weybridge,
U.K.
01/07/66 Photo of Mimi and Luigi at Lincoln Centre, New York
07/07/67 Mimi came to stay at my parents home in Weybridge for a few days. She
looked very thin but then she was always thin. Her sister Betty came to visit. Mimi let
me use her cine camera. She asked me to buy her some bitter squash. Luigi arrived
on the 10th and gave me a shirt and slippers. How generous!
04/10/71 Suzanne and Robin came to visit us in Weybridge. She screamed when
she saw me. Mimi decided to adopt me as her godson.
13/09/76 Mimi came to visit me in my house in Sutton, U.K. for the first time.
Normally I would meet them at my parents home.
10/04/87 Mimi and Luigi stopover in Weybridge on their way to Ireland.
07/10/90 To Weybridge to have pasta lunch with Mimi and Luigi. Gave him a mix
tape of Ella Fitzgerald, Count Basie and Duke Ellington. Made sure I included his
favourite song Sweet Georgia Brown.
There are also many group photos of the Gosano family including Mimi and all the
other "outlaws" as Auntie Hazel called them. I remember having to get Mimi pork
pies to take back home as they were her favourite and she couldn't buy them in the
States. I remember having to help her on the escalator as she disliked using them so
much. Many visits to see them at Glendale and at Weybridge. A lifetime of wonderful
memories of a very memorable person.

Manuel Gosano - February 03, 2015 at 05:16 AM

“

We were Mimi and Luigi's Church family. We miss them so much. For years we had
a little group of us who always sat in the same little area every Sunday. We became
friends. Mimi's smile and bright eyes were always there to greet us. My heart hurts
that she is gone.
Marlene and Del Wolf

Marlene and Del Wolf - February 02, 2015 at 01:57 AM

“

I first met Mimi & Luigi in November of 2013 when they moved into Spring Creek
Retirement Community, where I worked as the Director of Social Programs. Right
away they both endeared themselves to me. Mimi was so straight-laced and proper
and Luigi was so sweet and gentle.
We spent several hours together as I explained about all the services they had at
their disposal living at SPC. They gave me some of their family history and we talked
about what their interests were and what activities they would most like to partake in.
They both came to exercise group most every day which surprised me, especially in
Mimi's case. She was afraid of the ball throwing portion, but she did it anyway.
Over the next several months we forged a good friendship, we used to tease each
other a lot. In June I left my position after 3.5 years and we lost contact. I learned of
Luigi's passing in August but was unable to attend his services because of my work
schedule.
In early September Suzanne asked me if I would be able to spend time with Mimi on
a regular basis, and I was very happy to say yes. Over the next 3.5 months I so
enjoyed having Mimi in my life. We were alike in many ways, and I could understand
how she felt about losing Luigi and her house on Majestic Dr.
We spent many hours together and I was very gratified that she seemed to feel about
me the same way I felt about her. My family met and enjoyed time with Mimi during
Thanksgiving and Mimi was very happy to see all the children ages 18 down to 4
months playing and having fun together. We were all shocked when Mimi passed as
everyone felt she was looking so well. This being said however, we all reflect from
time to time, that if possible going in our sleep would be the best way. So in this Mimi
was very blessed. She missed Luigi so much and now I believe they are together
again.
I will miss her so much, my days seem empty right now. I am happy that she is
buried so close to my home and I will visit her as often as possible. Thank you Lord
for bringing Mimi together, I will not forget her.
Susan Viney

Susan Viney - January 26, 2015 at 02:01 PM

“

My most treasured photos of my Aunty Mimi and myself are the multiple pictures my
dear Uncle Luigi took of me being held by her in the first year of my life. That was 65
years ago and she was the one holding me among a few dozen children for my 1st
birthday. She was always my most special and favorite aunt so at the age of seven I
asked her to be my godmother for my First Communion.
When I was engaged to be married and wanted to make a trip to Europe after I
graduated college, I asked her to go with me as she was so familiar with Europe
having traveled there multiple times. We had the most marvelous 6 weeks of my
young adulthood and not a year since has gone by without my seeing them either at
my house in Carlsbad California or me visiting them in their homes in Glendale and
then Bellingham.
She was like a second mother to me. I will miss seeing her for the rest of my life.
Suzanne Gosano Georgi.

Suzanne Gosano Georgi - January 23, 2015 at 11:48 AM

