Lylias Hendrickson
April 4, 2011

07/26/1917-04/04/2011
Lylias Hendrickson, age 93 of Bellingham passed away April 4, 2011. She was born July
26, 1917 in Litchfield, MN, to Emil and Hannah (Olson) Mortenson. Lylias served our
country in the Women’s Army Corps (WAC) during WWII. Then after completing her
nurses training she re-enlisted in the U.S. Air Force during the Korean War. It was at
McChord AFB that she met Grant Hendrickson; they were married on July 1, 1952. She
worked for over 30 years as a Registered Nurse at St. Joseph Hospital and area nursing
homes including Alderwood Park. Lylias enjoyed baking and crafts. She was
compassionate and caring and would often give her goodies to others. She was preceded
in death by her husband Grant, son Reed, brothers Art and Karl, and sisters Charlotte and
Ruth. She is survived by daughter Jana (husband Donis) Jeffs, daughter Rae Ann
(husband David) Westman, granddaughter Amy Westman and her children Hannah,
Justus and Summer, granddaughter Leanne Westman and her children Tyler and Lyla,
granddaughter Kristin (husband Tyler) Maricich, sister Marion Peters and sister-in-law
Charlotte Mortenson. A reception Celebrating Lylias’s life will be held at Westford’s
Broadway Hall, 1300 Broadway, on Tuesday, April 19th at 2 PM.
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Comments

“

These pieces really set a standard in the indtsruy.

Cayden - July 22, 2011 at 11:07 AM

“

My deepest sympathy goes out to the entire family. May the God of all comfort be
with you. 2 Corinthians 1:3-4.

D Beckett - April 18, 2011 at 07:54 AM

“

I remember Lylias’ gentle sweet manner when she visited the Notvik family in
Minneapolis in her spiffy military uniform; a very impressive person. Please accept
my sincere condolences on her passing.

Don Notvik - April 17, 2011 at 07:43 AM

“

I am so sorry to hear about Lylias, I just wanted to come and give my sincerest
condolences to the Hendrickson family for their loss. I know this is a difficult time and
I am truly sorry. John 5:28,29

Charles - April 15, 2011 at 10:43 AM

“

It seems as if I have known Lylias forever. We shared the bond of both being nurses
plus of me being married to her brother. So many memories flood my mind of visits
with Lylias, Scotty, Jana, Reed, and Rae Ann. Also many telephone conversations
with Lylias over the years. Rae Ann, Art felt honored when you asked him to “give
you away” to David at your wedding ceremony. Then the Alaska Cruise when I had
the priviledge of sharing a room with Lylias on the ship and having our first
professional manicure and pedicure ; getting to know you, Jana and Donis and Rae
Ann and David, as adults–making more memories. Then back at Lylias apartment we
took a picture of our manacured feet and laughed at how those “old feet” looked on
these old bodies. Somewhere in this apartment is that picture. I love you all.

Charlotte Mortenson - April 13, 2011 at 01:51 PM

“

Grandma was always such a positive person in my life and the lives of others and
she will always be remembered for her caring and creative ways. She is now in a
better place with those she loves. We will all miss her, but I know that she is looking
down on us with a smile on her face and all the memories in her heart. She was a
great and amazing woman and has given such a sense of strength and
empowerment to get through the struggles in life that we all may face. She survived
through so much, acomplished so much, and is now watching over us all. I am glad
for the time I got with her and will always miss the times I was not able to be with her,
but I love her and know she had a life full of loving family. She will be missed. I will
celebrate the life she had and smile and laugh at the wonderful memories! Love you
always grandma!

Leanne Westman - April 10, 2011 at 01:02 PM

“

I have talked to mom (Marion P) about Lylias passing. I asked her if she had any
memories to share but with her dementia she could think of any. But, I asked “She
was as good sister, right? and she said “Yes, she was..she was!” We love you all and
you are in our prayers. I reiterate what my sister said about our last visit and how
lovely it was visiting her. And I too remember vising their upstairs apartment during a
rain storm when you all were living in Litchfield!. It was a real hoot when we used
Skype so mom and Aunt Lylias could see each other, with neither of them able to
hear and mom saying “Lylias you look Old!!” I’m sure they each enjoyed seeing each
other that way. Love to all again. God be with you. Sue and Don

Sue & Don Christofferson - April 08, 2011 at 06:09 PM

“

Our deepest sympathy to Aunt Lylias’ family. We last saw Lylias via skype about a
year ago when she and her sister Marion got to visit and see each other. That was
the last time. We had intentions of skyping again but it never worked out. Seven
years ago , for our 30th wedding anniversaries, Sue,Don,Jeff and I flew out to visit
the Washington relatives. It was so great to see Lylias and see her home and visit
with her. It was good to see Lylias and Charlotte as they most remind me of Aunt
Ruth in looks and speech as well. Having been on the farm we didn’t see Lylias and
the kids as often as the Steinbergs but I do remember a time when we were visiting
them in an upstairs apartment and it rained very hard during that visit and it was then
I’d had my first banana popcicle..Oh the things we remember. Good , good memories
always of Aunt Lylias. Wish we could be with you all on the 19th. This is nice to have
available to write our thoughts on.

Becky Thompson - April 08, 2011 at 09:43 AM

“

I know my grandma would want us to celebrate her life and cherish all the time we
spent together, rather than dwelling on our sadness over her passing. She
accomplished many great things and gave so much to those around her throughout
her long life, I’m more than proud to say she was my grandma.
I’ll never forget all the fun crafts we did together, the smell of the fabric softener she
used, Chicken Littles and every time I eat a grapefruit or see flowering Bleeding
Hearts I think of her. There are so many wonderful memories I have of grandma, I
simply can’t list them all. She was truly a positive influence in the lives she touched,
from her healthy lifestyle to her outlook on life, she will live on through each of us.
As much as I miss her, I know she is at peace in heaven with Scotty & Reed.

Kristin - April 07, 2011 at 10:15 PM

“

Jana & family….I am sorry to hear of the passing of your mom. She was a wonderful
lady and I enjoyed the times that you and I drove up to visit her. She was a hard
worker and she loved her work so much. She had a great sense of humor and a
warm smile. She will be missed greatly. God needed another angel in heaven and he
chose Lylias. You will all be in our prayers.

Debra Heitman-Louden - April 07, 2011 at 09:21 PM

“

Lylias lived with 3 other nurses in a house a couple of blocks from our house when
we were kids. Other than our aunts and uncles in Litchfield and Willmar who we saw
almost every year, Lylias was our “local aunt”. After she married Scotty, they were
close to Mom and Dad and lived near Seattle most of their time together. We saw the
family more often than others in the midwest and elsewhere. Their kids were younger
than us, but we remained close over the years, especially at times of joy and sorrow.
Lylias was at Dad’s internment and Mom’s momorial service. It was like having a
piece of Mom there. I have visited Lylias several times with Arlys or with Bob and
Carolyn and always felt blessed to have a chance be with and to hug a person so
much like Charlotte. I am sad to not have that opportunity now. Lylias will leave a
hole in the lives of her children, grandchildren and great grandchildren, and she has
left a hole in the lives of her “local nephews and niece”.

Jerry Pederson - April 07, 2011 at 01:42 PM

“

In previous emails to Jana, I’ve shared the great memories that I have of your
mom/grandma. Our sympathies to you and all your family. You will continue to be in
our thoughts and prayers.

Kathy & Dave Kircher - April 07, 2011 at 06:50 AM

“

Aunt Lilias was always one of my favorites. While visiting with her, she would look
you in the eyes and demonstrate that she was truly interested in what you were
saying. She always seemed to remember details from previous conversations and
kept up on our families – yes even her extended family of nieces and nephews.
Unfortunately, we her Minnesota family weren’t able to visit with her as often as we
would have liked to but when we did, we just seemed to pick up where we left off.

Cookie & Tom Barrick - April 06, 2011 at 04:25 PM

