Lorraine Caldwell
March 1, 1921 - November 18, 2010

3/1/1921 – 11/18/2010
Lorraine H. Caldwell, age 89, passed away on November 18, 2010. She was born March
1, 1921 in Bayonne, NJ to Joseph & Lillian (Geery) Harris. She lived her early years in
Burbank, CA. Lorraine worked at Lockheed Martin during WWII. She married William A.
Caldwell and they raised their four children in Westwood, CA. She worked as a model,
fashion commentator, and actress, as well as an executive secretary and realtor. In the
last few years of her life Lorraine moved to Bellingham to be near her daughter and sonin-law, but always considered herself a true Southern Californian.
Lorraine was preceded in death by her sister Sally Christie Hummel. She is survived by
daughters Lindsay (Joe) Reid of Bellingham and Andrea (Bill) Baynes of Santa Monica,
CA; sons Bill (Darlis) Caldwell, Jr. of Henderson, NV and Casey (Nancy) Caldwell of
Healdsburg, CA; and grandchildren Kevin Baynes, Todd Baynes, Sarah Caldwell, and
Rachael Caldwell.
A Celebration of Life service, followed by “Happy Hour” will be held at Westford’s
Broadway Hall on Sunday, December 12th at 5 PM.

Comments

“

Wow! I just got this email – forwarded to an old address which just got reactivated.
Although I’ve sent Andrea and Lindsay personal condolences over the loss of their
dear mother, felt I should add to this thread of tributes to one of the lovliest women
I’ve ever met. For years when I would visit my brother’s family in CA, it was always
his mother-in-law Lori who planned the craziest fun things to do, and tho the trips
were mainly about keeping family in touch, and playing with wonderful nephews, Lori
was the spark to keep up with! She was a special, unique, kind friend, and I’ll forever
treasure fond memories of her.

Joan Baynes - September 27, 2011 at 11:52 PM

“

I had been seeing Lorraine as her doctor for a number of years, and her most vexing
problem
was hip and knee pain. About the only thing that helped her was ear electro
acupuncture, which took about 10- 15 minutes. So while I’d be there, she would tell
me stories about her life– and what a life it was. She talked a lot about her
children, when they were growing up and what they had become, and her
grandchildren that she was so proud of.

Dr. Norman Solomon - January 17, 2011 at 05:39 PM

“

Dear Lindsay,
I was truly honored to visit with your mother last year–to listen to her wonderful
stories & delight in all of the priceless photos, to share so much special music (which
so often evoked beautiful memories), to enjoy her sense of humor & the sparkle in
her eyes, to pray (only when she asked, of course!), and to hear her heartfelt
appreciation for all of the loving care which you & Joe so tirelessly gave her. As I had
conveyed to you, though she may not have told you personally, she almost always
spoke of her love & gratitude for you & Joe each time I was with her.
Lori will always have a special place in my heart and prayers and I wish you & family
peace & comfort knowing that there is certainly lots of rejoicing going on in heaven
since her arrival…….and I’ll bet she has already had that long overdue dinner with
Dean Martin!!!
With heartfelt sympathy, smiles & gratitude for a truly wonderful lady,
Kathleen Hughes
(Whatcom Hospice Volunteer)

Kathleen Hughes - December 15, 2010 at 12:10 PM

“

Thank you Lindsay for your email. Yes I do remember your mother. She was
a very lovey person. I am visiting the Philippines presently. But when I get back to
Santa Monica. I will right her name in the book of rememberance. It is Never easy to
let go of ones mother no matter your age. I lost mine when I was 27 and I still feel her
with me and is such a comfort I hope you have that same comforting experience.
God bless you and your family. Helena

Helena Buscema - December 13, 2010 at 02:09 PM

“

Linds and Joe,

Ron and Chris Reid - December 12, 2010 at 01:42 PM

“

When I think of my childhood I cannot help but think of all the nights spent with my
grandmother. She was one of the most caring and loving people I have ever met. It
was almost impossible to be around her without being affected with her passion for
life…and tennis of course. There is one memory that sums her up to me. One night
she was babysitting my brother and I like normal and before my parents came to pick
us up she walked into the living room with water balloons with a big smile. We
proceeded to wait on the balcony until my parents arrived and pummeled them with
balloons. I will miss her with all my heart and wish more than anything I could be
there this weekend with you all.

Kevin Baynes - December 11, 2010 at 06:33 AM

“

Dear Lindsey and Joe,
I did not have the opportunity to meet your mom but I did hear you speak of her with
admiration and love, therefore, I feel as if I knew her, as she bestowed upon you, the
gifts that were important to her…family, compassion, love and respect. The
numerous hours you and Joe spent with your mom, reading aloud, keeping her
company, thoughtfully lighting her favorite scented candles, were not lost on those
around you… what a beautiful, loving relationship the three of you shared. Warmly,
Shelley

Shelley Bruce - December 09, 2010 at 10:06 PM

“

Lindsay and Joe:
Thank you for sharing the news of your mothers passing with me. She was an
amazing lady. I was proud to have taken care of her during her last days with us. She
always made me feel better with her keen insight and caring nature.

Vicki Smith - December 09, 2010 at 03:37 PM

“

Surely, all who had the privilege to be with Lori, felt the power of her spirit. What a
wonderful, full life she lived, including, the Blessing of family and friends’ Love to
guide her thru her final transition.
Her memory will always give me courage… and a smile.
May time allow the same for all.
Praying for your continued strength dear Lindsay & Joe,
roz

RozAnderson - December 08, 2010 at 09:56 AM

“

Dear Family,
All “mother in law” jokes never pertained to Lorraine. She was a wonderful, caring,
Grandmother to our two boys and a spectacular Mother in Law to me. Ever since I
first met her when I was 19 and dating her beautiful daughter, Andrea, I always felt a
warm bond between us. She was the consumate hostess and I knew that I was lucky
to marry into the Caldwell clan. God speed, Lori

Bill Baynes - December 05, 2010 at 04:24 PM

“

I`d like to think of Lorraine as being in a place now that I remember her from my
younger days playing whiffle ball out in the front yard when she would come out in
her little tennis outfit ready to take on the world. What a vibrant & beautiful woman
your mom was. She treated me like one of her own. I always felt like I was one of the
family. I`m sure it`s a great relief for everyone concerned that she is now at peace.
You have my sincerest condolences.
Love always, Doug

Doug Sorensen - December 04, 2010 at 02:01 PM

“

I also had the pleasure of meeting your mother at the Parkway Chateau. I remember
the light in her eyes and that radiant smile. I don’t doubt for one minute Lindsay, that
she is enjoying a martini with Dean Martin. God bless her and all of you.

Valerie Hauter - December 04, 2010 at 12:17 PM

“

Your Mom lived a long and amazingly varied and accomplished life. She was a star! I
visualize her as a shining star, lasting long on this earth, then passing on, taking her
radiance to vistas beyond our comprehension. You and Joe have honored this star
with your love and attention. It is a privilege to know you both.

Jan Brown - November 30, 2010 at 11:19 AM

“

Dear Lindsay (and Joe), Casey, and Andrea, I haven’t had opportunity to meet your
brother Bill, but what a privilege to have come to know your family over the last year
and a half. Your Mother was extraordinarily proud of each of you. And clearly with
good reason! She was not only beautiful, but had grown wise in 89 years. It was such
a privilege to sing at her bedside so many times these last months. When she
wanted music, she was the best audience! I smile as I type picturing her smile,
hearing her humor and charm, remembering the sparkle in her eye. Truly a Lady,
living with Grace. I hold you each in heart and prayer. May sweet memories warm
your hearts. Lindsay and Joe, may you rest well from your long, loving labor. How
you did ALL that you did will remain a mystery to us all!

Deaconess April Boyden - November 29, 2010 at 03:55 PM

“

for Lorraine’s family,

Joyce Roth - November 28, 2010 at 07:05 PM

“

Linds~

Kathy Nocella - November 28, 2010 at 06:02 PM

“

Lindsay

sue barter - November 27, 2010 at 03:02 PM

“

I’m glad that you are in a better place & not suffering anymore. I loved all of our
visits.
I will always have a special place in my heart for you. I will miss you very much. I will
never forget our helicopter rides & how much you liked them.

Dave - November 27, 2010 at 08:26 AM

“

We met Lori at the Parkway Chateau. She was a bonfire of magnetism. I never saw
her alone and I never saw her with another woman. She was the most exciting
person who ever walked through those doors. She was both beautiful and
charismatic. She did not submit to old age or solitude. Her passing has left a great
void in this life, but heaven has gained a sea of glamour.
Dear family members, we can only begin to appreciate your loss. Let the healing
begin.

Donna Buehler - November 24, 2010 at 12:49 PM

“

My mother was the most glamourous person I have ever known. This lovely page
which Lindsay created captures some of that astonishing beauty. She was a devoted
mother and a loving grandmother. She always believed that we four children could
accomplish anything — and often, we did. It feels like a strange world without her.

Andrea Baynes - November 23, 2010 at 01:03 PM

“

Dearest Lindsay and Joe,
My thoughts and prayers are with you. My deepest repect for the way the both of you
cared for Mom in the last few years, you are an example and inspiriation. Blessings
and Peace to you and your entire family, and of course to your Mom.

Abby Soley - November 22, 2010 at 08:17 PM

“

Dearest Linds and Joe.

Lisa - November 22, 2010 at 05:58 PM

“

This is so nice linds, the pictures are great! Im so sorry for your loss….she had such
a loving and caring family…she would have really loved this page!
love, sarah and rachael

sarah caldwell - November 22, 2010 at 03:38 PM

“

RIP pretty lady. You were truly a lady to the end, and The Courtyard was so blessed
by your presence, and the presence of your wonderful family, who loved you so
much. Family–you will stay in my heart forever, and I love you so.

Mary Gould - November 22, 2010 at 03:30 PM

“

Dear Family,

Amanda & John - November 22, 2010 at 03:13 PM

“

Linds and Joe:

Kevin Nadolski - November 22, 2010 at 06:31 AM

“

Dear Lindsay and family, My deepest sympathy and condolence
My thoughts and prayers are with you and your family during this difficult time

Fina Neubauer - November 22, 2010 at 05:16 AM

“

My heartfelt sympathy to you, Lindsay. I am certain that yours and Joe’s incredible
year and a half-long vigil by Lori’s bedside lent holy comfort to her as her life came to
an end. You are a true role model for the rest of us. Thank you for representing all of
those of us whose lives she touched.

Gwen Colfer - November 21, 2010 at 01:18 PM

“

Meeting Lorainne and working with her as part of the ministries at St. Monica Parish
in Santa Monica was nothing short of a blessing. Lorraine partipated at the parish in
many ways and in all she did at St. Monica she was always faithful, loving and
welcoming to all. She has left an indelible mark on me and many others in that one
circle in which we she traveled.

Dan Shanahan - November 21, 2010 at 12:38 PM

“

Your mom was so fortunate to have the love and devotion from both of you. May she
rest in peace. Now we know where Linds gets her good looks. What a stunningly
beautiful woman Laurie was. Lucky to have you both as friends……..Steve and
Elaine

steve and elaine westhoff - November 21, 2010 at 12:30 PM

“

Our prayers go out with you. Aunt Lorraine lives with fond memories and a special
place in our hearts. My father was telling us childhood stories about her. We also
talked about the trip east for your family and my trips west and spending time with
her, smiling through all the stories. Thanks for sharing this page with us all.

John J Heiser - November 21, 2010 at 11:51 AM

“

Dear Linds and Dad,
You both were so compassionate, patient, loving, and present over the last few years
during a time where Lori really needed closeness, love, and energy from her family.
Wow, 89, that’s what I call a full life! I’m glad I got to know her and spent time with
her when possible. My love and prayers are with you both.

Kevin Reid - November 21, 2010 at 11:27 AM

“

Beautiful page linds, mom would really like this! She truly loved all of her children,
more than anything else that is what gave her joy. Thank-you for being her
companion and loving support, for her entire life really, but especially these last
years, when she would have been alone. You gave her so much joy!
Love, Case

Casey Caldwell - November 21, 2010 at 09:39 AM

“

Dear Lindsay and family, My deepest condolences during this difficult time. You’re in
my thoughts and prayers.

Susan Mallie - November 21, 2010 at 06:57 AM

“

Dear Lindsay and Joe, thanks for sharing the picture story of this wonderful woman. I
feel like through Lindsay I must have known her. May this time of feeling how deep
you love for her is bring you to peace and comfort. Love, S.K.

Sister Katie - November 21, 2010 at 02:05 AM

“

Lindsay and Joe,

Esther Greene - November 20, 2010 at 09:29 PM

“

Lindsay, I am so sorry to hear of your mother’s passing. I only met her a couple of
times; but, if she was anything like you, she was a wonderful woman – so full of life,
love and compassion. I know she will be missed, but she will always have a place in
your heart. Please know that you, Joe, and your family will be in our thoughts and
prayers.
Love,
Rosemary and John

Rosemary Connolly - November 20, 2010 at 08:45 PM

“

Lindsay,

Frank Desiderio - November 20, 2010 at 06:44 PM

“

Hi Lindsay and Joe,

Nancy Caldwell - November 20, 2010 at 06:26 PM

“

My new friend Lori has a place in my heart now. I am so glad to have been there to
relive the joys and the good times Lindsay has had with her Mother. The comfort and
love you and Joe gave her, touched me and will touch others aas well.

Judy Feldra - November 20, 2010 at 05:58 PM

“

Lindsay I just saw that your mother passed away. You and Joe took such wonderful
care of her these past few years. And even though no one really knows what she
was aware of she just had have known of how much love you gave her.

Daria Smith - November 20, 2010 at 05:05 PM

