Lois M. Garlick
February 24, 1920 - June 28, 2015

Lois Garlick, age 95, passed away peacefully on Sunday, June 28th in Bellingham, WA.
She was born February 24, 1920 in Seattle, WA to Myron and Hazel Buckman.
Lois grew up on Queen Anne Hill in Seattle and graduated from Queen Anne High School
and later the University of Washington, where she earned her degree in Zoology. While
working at WWU, Lois met and married George Garlick and together they pursued their
passions for science, raptor rehabilitation, boating, hiking, conservation, and support for
environmental causes.
She was preceded in death by her husband George Garlick in 2005 and her sister Elsie
Bates. She is survived by her children Gay Auckland of Wenatchee, WA, Myrle (Virginia)
Foster of Bellingham, WA, Sally Foster of San Jose, CA, Bonnie (Joey) Campanoli of
Cave Junction, OR, and Roberta Foster (Bruce West) of Seattle, WA, 9 grandchildren, 4
great-grandchildren, and many loving relatives and friends.
Memorials may be made to Sardis Raptor Center, 7472 Valley View Rd., Ferndale, WA
98248 or WHS Wildlife Rehab Center at 3671 Mt. Baker Hwy., Everson, WA 98247.
A Celebration of Lois’ life will be held at Westford’s Broadway Hall, 1300 Broadway at 11
AM on Friday, July 10th. Reception following.
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Westford's Broadway Hall
1300 Broadway, Bellingham, WA, US, 98225

Comments

“

As a senior at Western during the 1973-74 school year, I worked in the Science
Education department under the direction of Lois (who I see was born the same year
as my mother). Lois would often work at her desk with a snake draped around her
neck. That was okay with me...as long as I wasn't going to be expected to handle it!!
;) I enjoyed working with her and reading of her various contributions to the greater
Bellingham community over the years. My condolences to her family and friends.

Susan Kaelin - September 05, 2015 at 01:33 AM

“

I visited George and Lois many times at Chuckanut Island when they were land
stewards for The Nature Conservancy. Lois took care of injured birds in her
backyard. They both were true conservationists. Even after they moved to a smaller
house in town, Lois fed the crows and any other bird that would show up. After
George died she found a friend who liked to take her motorcycle riding. Lois, may
you rest in peace and if that includes that leather jacket and a couple wheels, then
godspeed!

Melissa Laird - July 14, 2015 at 03:11 PM

“

On behalf of The Nature Conservancy, we remember Lois' commitment to
conservation and her passion for birds and wildlife. She led an amazing life, true to
her values and we would like to acknowledge and celebrate that in her passing. Our
thoughts and sympathy go out to the Garlick family.

Lauren Miheli - July 10, 2015 at 12:07 PM

“

I celebrate the life of Lois, who helped so many of us get the tools to do authentic,
hands-on science and environmental education. From classes at WWU, volunteering
for Audubon, to trips to Dot (Chuckanut) Island. She helped me get the Connelly
Creek Nature Area designated, documenting birds and other wildlife with children.
Always positive, gentle, and caring. She was a great woman. Sending love and
sympathy to her family. Wendy Scherrer

Wendy Scherrer - July 09, 2015 at 09:23 PM

“

I am so happy to have known Lois over the years. She was amazing and has
accomplished so much. I especially admire her love for the environment and for
wildlife.
I met Lois and George around the time we moved to the Chuckanut area in 1986.
Shortly thereafter, George gave me a tour around Chuckanut Island and Chuckanut
Rocks in his motor boat while Lois accompanied us nearby in her row boat. Lois and
I were both on the Friends of Chuckanut Board for many years.
When she lived on her beloved Chuckanut Bay and operated Raptor Roost, I
occasionally delivered frozen mice (trapped in our crawl space without poisons) for
her raptors. She was always so appreciative.
Diane Smith

Diane Smith - July 09, 2015 at 05:29 PM

“

A great lady! Lois served as the technician for the Science Education program at
Western, She was indispensable to professors of Science Education and to the
science education students. She was a source of information, an organizer of literally
thousands of items used by student interns, a technician who prepared teaching
materials for our classes. She was housed in the lower floor of Haggard Hall in a
cluster of small rooms with no windows and never complained about the conditions.
Lois prepared teaching materials for professors of biology, chemistry. education,
geology and physics. She was a tireless worker who was always there when you
needed her.
Lois was also my friend. We often would see each other at Audubon meetings where
we would catch up on what was happening in our retirements. May a life beyond this
one give you peace.
Lee Dallas
Associate Professer of Education and Science Education; retired
Western Washington University, 1968-2000

Lee Dallas - July 09, 2015 at 01:09 PM

“

Sanjeev lit a candle in memory of Lois M. Garlick

sanjeev - July 04, 2015 at 07:02 PM

“

I only met with Lois three times in the late '80's but felt compelled to share my
thoughts with her family. A small strange looking bird was seriously injured when it hit
my window one cold winter Saturday evening almost 30 years ago. I called around
and Lois was the only person who could help. She didn't know me but had me bring
the bird to her home and told me it was a Pygmy Owl. She nursed him to health and
returned him to the wild. I ended up having to bring her too more owls over the next
few years. Meeting her ignited in me a great interest and passion for wildlife. I have
always remembered her for that and been incredibly grateful.
She was an incredible gift to this world.

Jill Levenson - July 03, 2015 at 01:06 PM

“

“

That is beautiful,Jill
Kathy - July 04, 2015 at 03:04 PM

Lois was a special lady, one that was available to anyone with a need. My sons
brought a tiny bird to me in my office at Western. It had fallen out of a nest in a tree,
so young it hardly had feathers. We put it in a little box and were told to find Lois
Garlick. Not knowing who she was, we headed to Chuckanut Drive after work. I
called the dear lady when I had problems finding the home and she guided me there.
What a delightful lady, she scooped up the little guy and told me it was a baby King
Fisher. She was so excited to have a baby to nuture and I was so blessed to find this
sweet lady. That was more than 20 years ago and I sill thank God for her
compassion.

Karen Sines - July 03, 2015 at 12:04 PM

“

Lois was an environmentalist who quietly walked the talk leaving only a small
footprint. However. her impact on many many lives was huge. Both undergraduate
and graduate students at WWU benefited from her support with their endeavors in
the elementary science classroom. She could always unearth materials that would
supplement and enhance a lesson. Through innumerable visits to our local schools,
Lois and "Rita" encouraged children's awareness of raptors as a guest speaker for
individual classrooms and school wide assemblies. She tirelessly rehabilitated and
released wild creatures while living on Chuckanut and then in town. An orphan or
injured critter could always depend on tender loving care at all hours.
Thank you Lois for being an inspiration for that which we should all aspire!

Chris Olsen - July 03, 2015 at 10:06 AM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Martin Keeley - July 02, 2015 at 09:20 PM

“

Sherilyn Wells lit a candle in memory of Lois M. Garlick

Sherilyn Wells - July 02, 2015 at 05:49 PM

“

From the first moment I saw Lois Garlick in action, decades ago, so calm, intelligent,
honest, deeply caring, and courageous, standing up for the environment and its
inhabitants - the birds and animals that she was frequently called upon to care for - I
knew that I was in the presence of quiet greatness. She was always civil, always
respectful, always interested in sound information, but firmly stood her ground when
she felt that her stand on an issue was correct.
In some ways, she reminded me of leaders like Gandhi, who inhabit a moral high
ground that the rest of us aspire to reach, yet which she expressed so naturally, so
instinctually, because it arose simply out of who she was.
It was my privilege to call her a friend, a mentor, and a partner in various endeavors.
Her contributions are too enormous to attempt to set down on paper, in part because
she imbued so many of those efforts with a humble beauty of spirit that inspired the
rest of us, that set a high bar - which remains to this day - regarding how to be a
"peaceful warrior" in defense of what matters, to put what calls to your heart first and
foremost in your life as you reach crossroads and choose paths.
Fair winds and following seas, Lois.. your next great adventure has begun.
With Love, Appreciation, and Gratitude that I had the chance to know you,
Sherilyn Wells

Sherilyn Wells - July 02, 2015 at 05:48 PM

“

Guest sent a virtual gift in memory of Lois M. Garlick

guest - July 02, 2015 at 12:36 PM

“

Lois was on the board of Whatcom Environmental Council (1994-1996) when I was
executive director. Serving alongside Lois were Martin Keeley, Sherilyn Wells and
David Schmalz. This vanguard from Clean Water Alliance and North Cascades
Audubon Society was responsible for holding local governments accountable under
the Growth Management Act (1991), and set important legal precedents for
environmental protection and citizen participation statewide.

Jay Taber - July 02, 2015 at 11:51 AM

