Leonard S. "Lee" Sygitowicz
November 14, 1941 - December 27, 2014

Lee Sygitowicz, age 73, passed away peacefully at home in Idaho, Falls, ID on December
27, 2014. He was born in Bellingham, WA on November 14, 1941 to Leonard S. and
Agnes (Scutvik) Sygitowicz. Lee grew up in Darrington and Van Zandt, WA, graduated
from Mt. Baker High School in 1959, and married Beverly Gorum on September 18, 1965.
Lee was a Certified Health Physicist and worked at the Nevada Test Site, the Bremerton
Naval Shipyard, and Idaho National Laboratory. He enjoyed skiing, spending time with his
family, and working on his farm. He will be remembered as a loving husband and father,
and a great mentor and leader. Lee was preceded in death by his parents and sister
Christine. He is survived by his loving wife of 49 years, Beverly, daughters Lisa (Woody)
Hughes of Sierra Vista, AZ and Jaime Sygitowicz of Colorado Springs, CO, brother Bill
(Louise) Sygitowicz, sister Theresa Sygitowicz, and many loving relatives and friends. A
Vigil Service will be held at St. Peter’s Catholic Church, 6210 Mt. Baker Highway in
Deming at 6 PM on Thursday, January 1st. Mass of Christian Burial will be held at St.
Peter’s Catholic Church at 11 AM on Friday, January 2nd, a reception will follow at the
church. Committal will follow at St. Joseph Catholic Cemetery in Clipper. Fr. Jose Alvarez
will be officiating. In lieu of flowers, the family requests memorials be made to: the
Christine Sygitowicz-Sherman Scholarship, at Mount Baker Scholarship Foundation, P.O.
Box 875, Deming, WA 98244.
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Comments

“

I very much appreciated Lee's leadership on the DOELAP Oversight Board and
getting to know him. He was very kind and, at the same time, he had a way of
keeping us motivated to complete the work of the Board. I enjoyed our social times
together and all of his stories.

Jeff Hoffman - December 13, 2017 at 06:52 PM

“

Lee was a very nice person, a very hard worker, and very passionate about his
career.
Deron Linkenheil, CHP, Nevada Test Site

Deron Linkenheil - January 08, 2015 at 02:44 PM

“

The photo on this page is exactly how I think of Lee - smiling and laughing. I have
nothing but fond memories of him as Chair of the DOELAP Oversight Board. He
made a lifelong impression on me as an invited presenter at Idaho State University
for the John Horan Symposium, where he had an hour and a half presentation, with
not one minute of boredom. I smile when I recall social gatherings of DOELAP
colleagues at your house. I learned a lot from Lee, and will miss him.
Scott Schwahn

Scott Schwahn - January 06, 2015 at 11:04 AM

“

Syg's family.. So sorry for your loss. Our thots and prayers are with you all. Memories
are the legacy of love. Gary & Wimp Anderson

Anderson - January 05, 2015 at 02:16 PM

“

Theresa sorry to hear of Lee's passing. Our thoughts and prayers go out to you and
the family. Jamie and Renee Theresa sorry to hear of Lee's passing. Our thoughts
and prayers go out to you and the family. Jamie and Renee Kalsbeek

Kalsbeek - January 05, 2015 at 02:15 PM

“

We are so sorry to hear of Lee's passing ~~Praying the Lord will give you strength
for each day ,Bright hopes for tomorrow and Peace that passes all understanding
~~May the memories of 49 plus years surround you and keep you strong !! Lovingly ,
Ray and Linda
Ray and Linda Reamer

Reamer - January 05, 2015 at 02:14 PM

“

Bev,
Jennifer and I are so sorry for this incredible loss. Lee was such a great man, always
smiling, always positive, and always great counsel. No matter how bad it got, Lee
always found the bright side of things. I greatly appreciate that. We always enjoyed
Lee's stories and great ability to live life to its fullest! We will miss him.
At this time, we send our deepest condolences and pray you and your family find
peace and comfort. May God watch over you all and provide you with all that you
need.
Mike and Jennifer Smart

Mike and Jennifer Smart - January 05, 2015 at 01:59 PM

“

Dear Bev,
We are so sorry for your loss, Lee was an amazing man and will be missed by many.
Love, Arantza Zabala and Jim Simonds

Arantza Zabala - January 05, 2015 at 11:08 AM

“

Beverly, Bill, Teresa and family,
I am so sorry to hear of Lee's passing. I had many wonderful times with Lee when we
lived in Van Zandt growing up on neighboring farms. We rode our horses together,
swam in the Nooksack River, hauled many bales of hay together, and spent many

hours talking about life. The first time I was ever in a car that went over a hundred
miles an hour was in his '57 Chevy one night on the Mt. baker Highway between
Nugent's Corner and Deming. There are many more stories that I could tell. He was
like a brother. I got to speak with him only briefly at a Mt. baker reunion in 2011 and
regret we didn't have more time to talk about the old days. We will all remember him
being a great guy and know he will be missed greatly. Our thoughts are with you and
hope the good memories will help you get through this sad time.
Jim Brown
Jim Brown - January 04, 2015 at 09:55 PM

“

Dear Beverly. We were so sorry to hear of Lee's passing. He was a pleasure to work
with and a great man to know. Our thoughts are with you.
Ian and Catriona Milgate.

ian milgate - January 02, 2015 at 07:43 AM

“

Dear Bev and family,
Everyone that knew Syg will truly miss him, but not as much as you and your
daughters. He was a great and wonderful man. Working with him was always a
pleasure. His ingenuity and intelligence provided solutions to work problems that
often times seemed impossible to do.
He will be missed and thought of as one of the finest persons I have ever known.
You take care and God Bless.
Billy P. Smith

Billy P. Smith - December 31, 2014 at 03:56 PM

“

Dear Theresa and family,
You are all in my thoughts and prayers at this time. Take care of yourselves and may
the memories of Lee be comfort to you all in the days ahead.

Lisa Yeager - December 31, 2014 at 02:41 PM

“

We are so sorry to read about Lee's passing away. We will always think of the
friendship we had with you both on Bainbridge, and in Acme. God bless and comfort
you in this difficult time. Our thought and prayers are with you and your family.
Frank & Paula Deebach

Deebachs - December 31, 2014 at 02:41 PM

“

So very sorry to hear of Lee's passing he is a great man and will be greatly missed.

David Wirkus - December 31, 2014 at 02:40 PM

“

I was so sorry to learn of Lee's passing from my brother Lowell. I will treasure our fun
conversation at our 50th High School reunion. A wonderful man with a beautiful wife,
May God give the family all His Grace , Love, and Peace .
Marilyn Bakke Pearson

Marilyn - December 31, 2014 at 02:40 PM

“

Bev,
I was saddened to read of Lee’s graduation in the Bellingham Herald. Please know
that our prayers are with you and the girls.
Lee was a friend and graceful mentor who helped me over some rough patches and
put me on a path for a successful career. Several of us at NTS owe him a lot and I
was happy to share that with him a couple of years ago.
We are saddened by the loss of a wonderful man but consoled by the thought that he
will be waiting for us with a smile on his face when the time comes.
Warm regards,
Ike Eichhorn

ike eichhorn - December 31, 2014 at 12:55 PM

“

"Syg" was one of the most even tempered guys I knew at the NTS. I worked in the
same building with him for almost 20 years. He was a hard charging, get things done
sort of guy, well prepared and knew his stuff. He always had a cheerful smile on his
face and had a wonderful sense of humor. Outgoing and easy to be around. I
changed my plan to visit him in October this year and now I sincerely regret it. My
condolences to his family. Be at peace my friend.
Tim Fogliani

Tim Fogliani - December 30, 2014 at 04:51 PM

“

Beverly I am so sorry. I pray our Heavenly Father will comfort you and your family.
Love, Hugs & Prayers. Beverly Banks-Hammer

Beverly - December 30, 2014 at 04:42 PM

“

Lee was the greatest boss I ever had. He was also the best mentor I could ever hope
for. I will miss him dearly. Please accept my condolences. Tim Smith.

Timothy Smith - December 30, 2014 at 02:59 PM

“

Dear Bev and Family,
On behave of all M. H. Chew & Associates(CAI) employees and family I want to
express to you our sincerest condolences on the loss of your husband, father and life
partner after his gallant fight battling cancer.
Some of us have known Lee since 1961, working on a myriad of projects in our
chosen profession of radiation safety and health physics. I first met Lee at the
Nevada Test Site in 1961. He was always there to make sure we were all safe and
applied the appropriate radiation monitoring when the United States Atomic Energy
Commission was resuming nuclear testing. I will have those memories working with
Lee forever.
We all at CAI admired Lee for his professionalism and always respected his opinion.
He was always a true gentleman with a great friendly smile.
Please accept our deepest sympathies on your loss. Lee will be profoundly missed.
If there is anything I can do for you and your family during this most difficult time,
please let me know.
With sympathy,
Melton H. Chew
President
M. H. Chew & Associates, Inc.

Melton H. Chew - December 30, 2014 at 12:52 PM

“

Since Junior High we were friends. We would get together only at reunions but each
time we had much good conversation. I purchased my first car from Lee, the 51 Ford.
I was pretty broke so he allowed me to make payments and told me to just let him
know when it was paid in full. I will miss him and his great sense of humor...Dennis
Jenkins

Dennis Jenkins - December 30, 2014 at 11:32 AM

“

To Beverly and Lee's family - I am so sorry to hear of Lee's passing. I worked for Lee
when he was the manager over the ES&H at AMWTP. He was the best. He was very
personable and had great stories to share. You could hear his pride and love for Bev,
his children, and parents. Lee was very supportive making work a pleasure. He had
that look and tone when you would know it's time to go. Great memories! God
certainly blessed us all when he allowed Lee to be a part of our lives. May you find
your help and strength in the arms of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. His word is
full of promises for you.
My sincere condolences Gail Rodgers
Idaho Falls, ID

Gail Rodgers - December 30, 2014 at 09:50 AM

“

We will always remember good times with Lee. Fun times on the farm as kids - some
we cannot mention here - but lots of laughs. Lee seemed always cheerful and could
even laugh at a bad golf shot. He brought a smile into a room. He had a love of
people and animals and life. You will be missed Lee. Thoughts and prayers for you
Bev, Lisa, Jaime and your family.
Jim and Susan Sygitowicz

Jim Sygitowicz - December 30, 2014 at 08:31 AM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Susan Sygitowicz - December 30, 2014 at 08:12 AM

“

A sympathy card was purchased for the family of Leonard "Lee" S. Sygitowicz.

December 30, 2014 at 12:15 AM

“

Duck hunting with grampa ..Jim..Joel...Lee...brad...that be all my uncles....uncle
lee..you are missed ..love ya..

Ronnie Beers - December 29, 2014 at 10:06 PM

“

He was the BEST brother anyone could wish for!! Job well done Lee --- Bill and
Louise

Bill Sygitowicz - December 29, 2014 at 07:07 PM

“

Guest lit a candle in memory of Leonard S. "Lee" Sygitowicz

guest - December 29, 2014 at 02:00 PM

“

I have known Lee for more than 25 years, and enjoyed many laughs and hard work with
him on the DOELAP Board. He was a pleasure to be around, and had may entertaining
stories. He was for sure one of the really good guys, and we will miss him greatly.
Ken W. Crase, Ph.D.
Ken Crase - December 30, 2014 at 10:24 PM

“

Beverly and family - It was a pleasure to associate with Lee on the DOELAP Oversight
Board. Lee was well respected for his knowledge and contributions in health physics and
the DOELAP. I will miss him as a dear friend. May God be with you and your family.

Laird Bean and family
Laird Bean - December 31, 2014 at 08:02 AM

“

Bev and family,
My sympathies and hope memories will help you through this time . I never saw Lee at
work without a smile. He was a pleasure to be around and will be missed
Kimberly Boyd
Kimberly Boyd - January 02, 2015 at 09:36 AM

