Kenneth Lee Fishwild
December 2, 1945 - May 22, 2016

Ken Fishwild, 70, of Bellingham, WA, was called to his heavenly home, while surrounded
by his family, on Sunday, May 22, 2016.
Ken had valiantly fought lung cancer for a short time. Ken, the son of Robert and Lucille
Fishwild, was born in Maquoketa, Iowa, December 2, 1945. He graduated from Wyoming
High School in 1963 and married Riechelle “Shelley” Ales in Lost Nation, Iowa, July 3,
1965. He was a varsity letterman in basketball and football. Ken grew up working on the
family farm from a young age and was active in 4-H. They raised their family in Monticello,
Iowa where Ken generously volunteered with the Monticello Swim Team, Marriage
Encounter and led the Wildfish Tractor Pulling Team.
He worked for Cuckler Steel Span Buildings in Monticello for many years, beginning in the
weld shop and later as a long-haul trucker traveling from Maine to California. Later he was
an owner-operator hauling steel and glass for Ruan, SMX and Sherman Brothers,
receiving an award for driving over 1 million miles without an accident. Ken and Shelley
moved to Bellingham in 1991 where they have been active at Sacred Heart Catholic
Church.
Ken was preceded in death by his daughter Marie Schmidt, his brother Larry, his infant
sister Patricia and his parents Robert and Lucille Fishwild. He is survived by his wife of
over 50 years, Shelley, his daughters Lisa (John) Hale and Laura (Stephen) Caruso, sonin-law Mark Schmidt, sister Susan (Kevin) Ellison, grandsons Grant and Will Hale and lots
of nieces, nephews and good friends.
A Vigil Service will be held at Westford Funeral Home at 7 PM on Wednesday, May 25th.
Mass of Christian Burial will be held at Sacred Heart Catholic Church at 11 AM on
Thursday, May 26th. Reception following at the church.
Memorial contributions may be made in Ken’s name to Whatcom Hospice Foundation,
2901 Squalicum Parkway, Bellingham, WA 98225 or online at www.whatcomhospice.org.

Events
MAY
25

Vigil Service

07:00PM

Westford Funeral Home & Cremation Services
1301 Broadway, Bellingham, WA, US, 98225

MAY
26

Mass of Christian Burial

11:00AM

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
1110 14th St., Bellingham, WA, US, 98225

Comments

“

Shelley and Laura,
Sorry to hear of your loss.
The Phillips Family

Phillips Family - May 30, 2016 at 08:33 PM

“

So sad to hear about the passing of Ken
He was a great husband and father
I remember his wife and him wanting to surprise their daughter Marie at her
elopement
They made it in time and it was a wonderful event
Marie always spoke so highly of her parents and now she is together with him again
in heaven
Love John and Anna Libby

john libby - May 27, 2016 at 03:54 PM

“

Ken was such a great neighbor. He always had a story to tell, a tool to lend and a
smile with a twinkle in his eyes. He will truly be missed but always remembered
fondly.
Jane and Lucinda Ewing

Lucinda Ewing - May 25, 2016 at 08:09 PM

“

Every time Ken and Shelley visited me in Vancouver, BC, or Vancouver, WA, Ken
knew he would be hanging pictures, heavy mirrors, and helping with shopping and
decorating. He was good at all. He helped me in so many ways and lots of other
people. He was a no nonsense and wise brother-in-law. He and Shelley were my
only son's baptism sponsors. Jim was born one year after Marie.
I remember when Shelley, Marie,and I were doing a marathon shopping in Cedar
Rapids. Ken was at home in Monticello answering the phone from a worried
boyfriend of Marie's. Ken kept telling him that we would be home when we got there!
So much more I could say, but I will leave that for the service.
Good bye Ken.
Diane Vinsel (Mark Staub)

Diane Vinsel - May 25, 2016 at 11:28 AM

“

Shelley, it was great to visit with you and Ken at the Midland HS Class of 1963, 50th
reunion. I really enjoyed the time with Ken getting caught up on life and especially all
his "trucking" activities which was always one of his great interests. During HS I
always cherished our time in shop class, as I know Ken did as well. I remember Ken
fabricating a portable livestock loading chute in one of our classes. He was always
one of the better welders in our class. I know Ken will be missed by the Class of
1963! Our thoughts and prayers go out to you and the entire family.
Gary and Loretta Holzinger

Gary Holzinger - May 25, 2016 at 10:38 AM

“

It is hard to forget Someone who gave you so much to remember. Ken will stay
forever in our harts and in our Prayers.
The Krouzian Family.

The Krouzians - May 24, 2016 at 11:43 PM

“

Even today, when my heart is so heavy, i cannot help smiling when i remember Ken
coming over when i was working in my yard. Most of the time he had a tool in his
hand: "Better use this, it'll save you some time and grief!" I lived across the street
from Ken and Shelley for 18 years and i cannot count the times they've helped me
and my late husband! We laughed together often and sometimes cried toether, they
provided advice when needed, love, support and unconditional friendship always. I
cannot envision the neighborhood without Ken!

Elena Eftimiu - May 23, 2016 at 11:54 PM

“

Dave and I will be forever thankful that nine years ago, we bought a house next door
to Shelley and Ken! There are no finer neighbors and we live in a Hood that radiates
friendship and love! Ken will be missed, but I will always smile thinking about the
countless times together!

Sue and Dave Lillie - May 23, 2016 at 08:48 PM

“

We bought a home many years ago in Sudden Valley, as our son lives in Bellingham
with his family. Fortunately, Ken and Shelley were neighbors directly across the
street. We would fly out twice a year from Ohio for visits. Have never known better
people than the two of them. Ken always had any tool we needed, many words of
help and wisdom and soooo many stories. Shelley is just about the sweetest and
kindest gal and am blessed to call her a good friend as well as Ken. He loved his
"garage sales" on the weekends. I would go with him on occasion and always found
some treasures. He will truly be missed. Healing prayers for Shelley, Lisa and Laura
and their families. Donna Schlenbaker Maumee, Ohio

Donna Carpenter Schlenbaker - May 23, 2016 at 07:40 PM

