June Pitt Ross
May 2, 1931 - March 10, 2012

05/02/1931 – 03/10/2012
June Rosa Pitt Ross passed away peacefully on March 10, 2012 at Mt. Baker Care Center
where she was so well cared for in her last days. She was 80; born May 2, 1931, in Taree,
New South Wales, Australia, the second of three children born to Bernard and Adeline
Patti (Nind) Phillips, all of whom have predeceased her. She attended Gosford High
School, Gosford, NSW, where she was an active competitive swimmer and elected
‘Captain’ of her class. June went on to the University of Sydney to earn BSc, PhD, and
DSc degrees. She was awarded two post-doctorate studies opportunities, an ’1851
Scholarship’ to study at Cambridge University in the UK or an American Association of
University Women Scholarship to study in the United States. She chose the AAUW
scholarship and studied at Yale University at the Peabody Museum of Natural History
where she met Charles, her husband of 52 years.
June was a Professor in the Biology Department at Western Washington University for 37
years and was Chair of the Biology Department for several years. She retired as Emeritus
Professor in 2004. June greatly enjoyed teaching and worked at challenging both
undergraduate and graduate students to work through problems fully and to excel in
answering questions directly. She was more than pleased with their results. She also
served several years on the WWU Faculty Senate and was President of the Senate for
one term.
June’s special interest was marine biology and especially bryozoans (moss-animals)
which form a major part of marine fouling communities. She published extensively (more
than 160 articles) on these organisms in various scientific journals and received many
awards for her work. Much of her research was supported by the National Science
Foundation, the American Chemical Society’s Petroleum Research Fund, and the Bureau
for Faculty Research at Western Washington University. She enjoyed travel and her
interest in bryozoans took her too many parts of the world to collect specimens for her
own collection and to study other collections. These included a number of trips around the
U S, the Bahamas, Canada, the Great Barrier Reef, Australia, most countries in Europe,
the Soviet Union, Japan, New Zealand, and China.
June belonged to a number of scientific societies. For several years she served on the

Council, and then as President, of the International Association of Bryozoologists. She
also was active in the Paleontological Society and served as on the P.S. Council and
for 6 years was P.S. Treasurer. In addition, she was instrumental in the planning,
implementing, and establishing the local Family Planning Council, and its successor,
Planned Parenthood of Whatcom County (now Mt. Baker Planned Parenthood). She
served as the first director of the P.P. clinic which was located in the former St. Lukes
Hospital.
June led a very full and productive life, was well travelled, and was a devoted, loving wife
and scientific colleague. Her quiet, infectious enthusiasm will be greatly missed by her
many coworkers, students, friends and especially by her husband. A memorial in
celebration of June’s life will be held at the Roeder Home, 2600 Sunset Drive in
Bellingham on Saturday, May 12th at 1 PM.

Comments

“

My thoughts are with Dr. Ross’s family, especially her husband. She was one of only
a few professors that I thought of regularly after graduating from WWU in 1999. I was
inspired by her intellect, humor, and candidness as she mentored me during my
undergraduate studies. I am still in the field of marine science, and am proud to have
attended WWU and to have had her as my advisor. I was not aware of all of her other
life accomplishments, and am even more glad to have known her. She continues to
be an inspiration to me as I work towards a PhD and a career in marine science.

Elizabeth - July 02, 2012 at 01:08 PM

“

My thoughts and prareys are with June’s family at this time of loss. June was an
inspiring person to me, serving on my graduate committee in the 1980 s at WWU.
Her demand for scientific rigor from her students, along with her sense of humor,
have remained with me. As a marine biology professor myself, I have remembered
June each time my students study bryozoans and have told them a little of her story.
June was one of only two female members of the biology faculty in 1982-85, both of
whom mentored me in the professional realities of the academic life. I learned to
prepare and teach labs, and actually awakened to an interest in teaching, under
June’s tutelage. She was the first faculty member to allow this nervous young
graduate student to fly solo in a zoology lecture while she was off to another
international bryozoan meeting in an exotic location. Later on I remember asking her
advice on my first conference presentation, and she told me to feel confidence
because I was now a Marine Biologist! Her editing skill left me with a memorable
comment, passed on in turn to my own students: If you are ever tempted to use the
word very’ insert the word damn’ instead, in order to remind yourself of the
uselessness of very’! There is no doubt that June’s career and kindness were a great
encouragement to me and to many others. June strongly supported my postgraduation decision to travel to Heron Island on the Great Barrier Reef, and
elsewhere in the South Pacific, in order to further my understanding of coral reefs. To
this day I travel routinely with my undergraduate students to study marine biology. In
fact, we will be on the Hawaiian island of Kauai on the day of June’s memorial
celebration, conducting our coral reef ecology course. Most assuredly we will
discover some bryozoans to examine on that day, and I will tell the students about
this special lady.

Laura - June 27, 2012 at 05:30 AM

“

Barbara and I have had the privilege of counting June and Chuck Ross as friends for
well over 30 years. Barbara is originally from Poland, where she worked at the
Institute of Paleontology in Warsaw prior to marrying me. When her colleagues
learned that we were to settle in Bellingham, they suggested getting in touch with
June, whom they knew professionally. We did just that, and right about that time

June had been asked to review a new book on bryozoans by a noted Russian
scientist. June hired Barbara to help with the translation and then was gracious
enough to have Barbara listed as co-author on the article. This led to a friendship
that has lasted all these years.
Rick and Barbara Osen - April 30, 2012 at 01:26 PM

“

Charles,

Guest - March 26, 2012 at 02:58 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with June’s family at this time of loss. June was an
inspiring person to me, serving on my graduate committee in the 1980's at WWU.
Her demand for scientific rigor from her students, along with her sense of humor,
have remained with me. As a marine biology professor myself, I have remembered
June each time my students study bryozoans and have told them a little of her story.
June was one of only two female members of the biology faculty in 1982-85, both of
whom mentored me in the professional realities of the academic life. I learned to
prepare and teach labs, and actually awakened to an interest in teaching, under
June’s tutelage. She was the first faculty member to allow this nervous young
graduate student to “fly solo” in a zoology lecture while she was off to another
international bryozoan meeting in an exotic location. Later on I remember asking her
advice on my first conference presentation, and she told me to feel confidence
because I was now a Marine Biologist! Her editing skill left me with a memorable
comment, passed on in turn to my own students: “If you are ever tempted to use the
word ‘very’ insert the word ‘damn’ instead, in order to remind yourself of the
uselessness of ‘very’!” There is no doubt that June’s career and kindness were a
great encouragement to me and to many others. June strongly supported my postgraduation decision to travel to Heron Island on the Great Barrier Reef, and
elsewhere in the South Pacific, in order to further my understanding of coral reefs. To
this day I travel routinely with my undergraduate students to study marine biology. In
fact, we will be on the Hawaiian island of Kauai on the day of June’s memorial
celebration, conducting our coral reef ecology course. Most assuredly we will
discover some bryozoans to examine on that day, and I will tell the students about
this special lady.

Karen Steensma - March 18, 2012 at 03:10 PM

