Julia Ann MacPhee
December 29, 1958 - July 8, 2018

Our dear Julie - a true angel on earth- was taken from us much too soon. Julie was born
on December 29th, 1958 and passed away on July 8th, 2018. Julie was a labor and
delivery nurse and her passion for nursing defined her life. Her most cherished role was
being a caregiver to our parents, Nick and Fran. She lovingly and unselfishly cared for our
dad for years as he struggled with Parkinson’s and dementia. After our dad passed away,
she became more than just a daughter to our mom. She was her rock and constant
companion. Julie also cared for her large extended family, serving as medical guru and
providing her unwavering presence through thick and thin. She became a runner and
surprised and inspired us all at midlife by conquering the Bellingham marathon and many
others. She was an amazing and compassionate friend, quick to help those who needed
her. She was a treasured aunt who loved to read and sing to her 12 nieces and nephews
when they were babies and took a genuine interest in their lives as they grew. In addition
to her family and friends, Julie loved babies, books, dogs, birds and the color cobalt blue.
She played a mean game of cards and played each week with her mom, aunts and
brother Dan. She was proud of her accomplishments in the gym and could out dead-lift us
all. Most recently, Julie was honored to receive the DAISY award from PeaceHealth
Medical Center which recognizes extraordinary nurses. Much to Julie’s delight, a mother
named her baby after her due to the loving care she provided; coincidentally, she was
born on Julie’s birthday. Julie attended Lowell Elementary, Fairhaven Middle School and
graduated from Sehome High School in 1977. She received her Bachelor of Science in
Nursing from Seattle University in 1981. Julie worked at Northwest Hospital in the
emergency room where she was charge nurse for many years and then switched to labor
and delivery. In 2005 Julie moved back to Bellingham to be close to her parents where
she continued her career bringing babies into the world at PeaceHealth St. Joseph
Childbirth Center. Julie was so very loved and will be greatly missed by her mother,
Frances MacPhee, her brother Nick MacPhee and wife Libby, sister Kathy Heinrich, sister
Molly Bulloch and husband George, sister Connie Hodgson and husband Gregor, brother
Dan MacPhee and wife Teri; her nieces Kelli Schuman, Kayla Heinrich, Taylor Heinrich,
Katie Stigile, Laura Bulloch, Lindsay Hodgson, Jaclyn Hodgson and Madison MacPhee;
her nephews Riley MacPhee, Casey MacPhee, JJ Heinrich, and Nicholas MacPhee; her

wonderful aunts and uncles with whom she was so close; her numerous cousins and all of
her many friends and coworkers. Remembrances can be made to PeaceHealth St.
Joseph Childbirth Center where an endowment will be established in Julie’s name to
provide a book to every newborn baby. A memorial mass will be held at 1:00pm on
Wednesday, August 1, 2018 at Sacred Heart Catholic Church with a reception following at
2:30pm at Bellingham Golf and Country Club. You may share memories with the family at
www.westfordfuneralhome.com.

Events
AUG
1

Mass of Christian Burial

01:00PM

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
1110 14th St., Bellingham, WA, US, 98225

AUG
1

Reception

02:30PM

Bellingham Golf and Country Club
3729 Meridian St., Bellingham, WA, US, 98225

Comments

“

I worked with Julie in the emergency department at Northwest Hospital for many
years. She always had a sense of humor and was a stabilizing influence on staff and
patients and their families. I'll never forget some of the encounters. You always knew
that she was in charge, but no heavy handedness or ego got in the way of getting the
job done right.
Bill Korbonits, MD

Bill Korbonits - August 12, 2018 at 08:08 PM

“

I have very fond childhood memories of the entire MacPhee family. I am so sorry for
your loss.
Connie Garcia (Gonzales)

Connie Garcia (Gonzales) - July 30, 2018 at 04:27 PM

“

Dear MacPhee Family,
We are so heartbroken to learn about beautiful Julie. Please know that we are
sending our love to you with hopes for healing and peace in this very sad time.
The Mummas

Jane (Mumma) Major - July 24, 2018 at 09:07 PM

“

I was so sorry at mass to hear that Julie had passed away. She was a longtime friend
of my sister, Kathleen ,and our families were friends from Sacred Heart and school.
I really got to know her later in life when our fathers were both ill.
She and her Mom were so kind and comforting to us when we lost our parents within
Five weeks.
RIP Julie,God bless and keep your family.
Maura O’Brien Griggs and family

Maura Griggs - July 24, 2018 at 10:42 AM

“

My heart SO aches for all of you. I have the fondest memories. My sweet friend
Kathy sister of Julie. We are friends and grew up together. Lots of times at the Knox
St. house and also the house they bought from Grandpa and Grandma Herb with the
pool. Sacred Heart Church, school. I always thought Julie had such a compassion for
caring about people. What a blessing Julie has been for so many!! Thank you Julie!! I
am praying for all of you as you embrace each other and be comfort through your
loss. Hugs to you all!! -Cheryl Zankich Buchan and Husband Alec.

Cheryl Zankich Buchan - July 23, 2018 at 08:35 PM

“

Julie was an amazing nurse and she cared for myself, my husband and our newborn
son 6 weeks ago. Julie helped me through our first real night, waking me to feed and
take meds, check vitals, etc. She helped to give me confidence to feel like I could go
home from the hospital after a long labor and c-section. I will always remember her
swaddle techniques and the way she made me feel like a real person after giving
birth. I was very fortunate to be in her care. Our love and thoughts are with her family
and friends - Kate & Shawn Tobin, and baby Johnny Mac.

Kate Tobin - July 23, 2018 at 03:44 PM

“

I have very sweet memories of Julie from my days as a child playing at the Macphee
household on Knox Street and 17th. My thoughts and prayers are with you. Lots of
love, Suzanne Bleicher(Atwood) and the entire Atwood family

Suzanne Bleicher - July 23, 2018 at 01:18 PM

“

I first met Julie when she was a student at Seattle University. She was one of the
kindest, sweetest and most thoughtful people I have ever known. She made a
difference in the lives of so many people. My heart is breaking for her family.

Donna Vaudrin - July 22, 2018 at 03:23 PM

“

Julie and I spent many a long night caring for patients in the Northwest Hospital
Emergency Department. It was always great working with such a thoughtful, caring
and knowledgeable person. I think the last time I saw her was at the Magnuson dog
park before she left Seattle. Her death is a shock and a loss.
Mark Miller

Mark Miller - July 22, 2018 at 01:37 PM

“

Julie was a true joy to be around. I had the pleasure of working with Julie for three
years and I will always remember her kind and generous nature. It was an honor to
know her and I will be praying for peace and comfort for her family. Rest in peace,
sweet Julie!

Erin LeBaron - July 22, 2018 at 12:20 AM

“

Dearest Family: My heart aches for you all and especially you, Fran. Such a beautiful
and extraordinary life of selfless giving. Heaven must have needed Julie, and now
she continues to watch over you in a new way. May peace and comfort be yours
knowing Julie is Home and living joyfully. I'm certain her dad was there to greet her.
My deepest love,
Judy Chermak

Judy Chermak - July 21, 2018 at 07:47 PM

“

Seeing Julia's picture and reading her obituary was such a shock for me. I just can't
imagine what her death must be for you, the family. I left Northwest Hospital just as
she came and I retired from teaching nursing just as she came to Peace Health. Yet
seeing and meeting with you the family for breakfast at the Country Club; we bonded.
She was truly the angel you described. She took you in her heart and you were
loved.
I will be out of town during her memorial on August 1st, so I wanted to write
something on this site to let you know that we too shall miss her loving, and always
smiling face.

Bobbit Bristol-Treat - July 21, 2018 at 03:35 PM

“

Thinking of all of you and so sorry for your loss.

Peggy Fogarty - July 21, 2018 at 12:07 PM

“

My condolences to Julie's family. I worked with Julie for many years at Northwest
Hospital. She was such a caring nurse who treated every patient the same as she
would a family member. A true professional who handled the pressures of the night
shift in the ER with class.

Cindy Stavig - July 21, 2018 at 10:37 AM

“

Trene P. lit a candle in memory of Julia Ann MacPhee

Trene P. - July 20, 2018 at 03:30 PM

“

Julie,
Is always with me in my heart and mind. I continue to let her know how much she
meant to me and others. Despite the fact I can know longer physically see and speak
with her, I know she is with all of us, listening and watching. My friendship will and
continues with her as her spirit is a permanent presence. Julie, indelibly touched and
continues to touch my soul through her spirit. Her kindness and supportive nature are
qualities that humanity should automatically assume and implement as part of their
nature. Despite, Julie’s departure from this exist, I know within my soul that she is
with Jesus and is happy, content and has found inner peace. Our coffee times where
cherished moments and I tell her that all the time.

Thinking of you always,
Leslie
Leslie - July 18, 2018 at 10:37 AM

