Judith Helen Blythe
April 14, 1941 - December 16, 2015

Judy Blythe passed away peacefully on December 16, 2015 in Olympia. She was born on
April 14, 1941 to Steward and R. Kathryn (Spencer) Blythe in Bellingham, Washington,
and was the oldest of three daughters.
She attended Columbia Elementary, Lowell Elementary, Fairhaven Junior High and
graduated from Bellingham High School in 1959. She attended the University of
Washington and earned an Education Degree in 1964. She started her career teaching
kindergarten in Seattle (White Center). Understanding the importance of school readiness
and the wide discrepancy between children, she went back to school and earned her
Master’s Degree in Early Childhood Education from Western Washington University in
1967.
She moved to Olympia to take a job with the State of Washington in the newly merged
Public Assistance, Health and Institutions department now known as the Department of
Social and Health Services. Judy was in charge of overseeing the daycare centers and
providers in western Washington. Her next venture was a successful real estate career
beginning in the late 70’s. She worked for several companies and was a founding partner
in Cornerstone Realty. She retired from real estate in 2008 from Coldwell Banker
Evergreen Olympic. Many friendships were cultivated during these years.
Judy was very involved in her community. She served on the United Way of Thurston
County and YMCA boards and was active in the fight against cancer with the American
Cancer Society and their annual Relay for Life events. Judy was an avid golfer, taking up
the game in high school and playing at the Bellingham Golf and Country Club. She was a
member of Indian Summer Golf & Country Club in Olympia and Chaparral Country Club in
Palm Desert, where she had a winter home and enjoyed many years of sun, fun and
friends. She attended Palm Desert Community Presbyterian Church. Judy enjoyed
traveling, playing golf, cribbage, Mahjong, Words with Friends, trips to Reno with her
mother and sisters, summers at Birch Bay, family trips to Kauai, fine wine, Palm Desert
sunshine, collecting recipes, reuniting with her high school “carpool” buddies and

spending time with wonderful friends. She will be greatly missed!
She was preceded in death by her mother and father. She is survived by sisters Tass
(Les) Galley and Betty (Gragg) Miller of Bellingham, niece Lisa (Mike) Obergottsberger,
nephew Matt (Aimee) Galley, niece Stephanie (Shelby) Leyson, niece Stacey (Josh)
Turrell, niece Erin (Rich) Harrison and numerous great nieces and nephews. A private
family gathering will be held. Donations can be made to the American Cancer Society,
United Way of Thurston County or the YMCA of Thurston County.

Comments

“

I just discovered Judy's obit by chance. I was looking for her address on line so I
could send her a thank you card. For the past several years she has been a
customer at our farm stand but beyond that she was incredibly supportive of us and
enthusiastic about our produce. She had such a great sense of humor and I loved
chatting with her. I am so incredibly sad to hear of her passing. My deepest
condolences for her friends and family.

Laura Mosher - February 05, 2016 at 04:50 PM

“

I am so sorry to learn about Judy's passing. I did not know her long, but she and I
became good friends in the short time she came to my bakery. I know she loved my
scratch made graham crackers and several other special items I made for her. I will
miss her very much. She loved her family and life in general.

Julie Robinson - January 02, 2016 at 06:33 PM

“

Tass and Betty,
So sorry for your loss. Always remember the good times. Kurt and Sandee
Oberleitner

Oberleitner - December 29, 2015 at 12:51 PM

“

I can't imagine a summer without Judy at Birch Bay. We always looked forward to her
quick wit and laughter. It was such a treat to have her next door. Mom always looked
forward to Judy's visits; as she made it a point to come see her when she came to
the cabin. Last year we had lunch with her and she visited mom in her newly assisted
living situation. I think Judy held a special place in her heart for mom since she is
probably the last living friend of her mom, Kate. Mom just loved Judy as we all did! I
can still her her laughter! She was always smiling, laughing, and seemed to enjoy life
even though she had health challenges of her own. I extend condolences from all our
family to all of the Galley and Miller families. We are so very sorry for your loss. Judy
will be missed and remembered with much affection. She was a very special lady
Sue(Grenier)Dralle

Sue Grenier Dralle - December 26, 2015 at 11:15 PM

“

So very sorry to hear of Judy's passing... My memories of Judy were that she was
always watching over us teenagers when we were out and about in the Edgemoor
neighborhood.
Judy was a very wise and intelligent woman, and she knew that teenagers needed to
be monitored when out on their own. She was always very kind, and that is what I
remember most about her all of those many years ago. I also remember her as being
a great golfer!
Rest In Peace dear Judy... Sending much love and prayers to the family to help heal
your hearts of the sadness and loss that you are now experiencing.
Shelli (Eiford) Brown

Shelli Brown - December 26, 2015 at 02:02 PM

