Col. Johnny O. Gregerson USMC, Ret.
July 20, 1926 - February 22, 2015

Col. Johnny O. Gregerson, USMC Ret., passed away Sunday, February 22, 2015 in
Bellingham, WA. Johnny was 88, born on July 20, 1926 in Scoby, Montana. He was the
4th of 10 children born to Ole and Gertrude (Givens) Gregerson. His family moved to
Monroe, WA when he was an infant. During his senior year in high school, in 1944, he
enlisted in the US Marine Corp as a private and retired in 1976 after 32 years of service
with the rank of Colonel.
His first combat was Iwo Jima during WWII. Johnny was also in service during the Korean
and Vietnam Wars. He was a life member of American Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars,
and the Mustang Association.
Johnny was preceded in death by his first wife Shirley and is survived by his wife Barbara
whom he married in September 1994; his children, Jackie Schaffer and Eric Gregerson;
step-children, Janet Starr, Mary Jo McCoy, Margee Starr, and Joel Starr; 13 grandchildren;
13 great-grandchildren; brothers, Albert and Lawrence Gregerson; sister Ann Harwood;
and numerous nieces and nephews.
The family would like to thank the staff at Stafholt Good Samaritan Society in Blaine, and
the staff at North Cascades Health & Rehab in Bellingham for their loving and
compassionate care of Johnny.
A memorial service with military honors will be held at 2:00 PM, Sunday, March 1, 2015 at
American Legion Post #7 in Bellingham.

Comments

“

The Marines and Corpsmen of the Pierce County Detachment #504 Marine Corps
League, Share in Your Loss. Rest in Peace Marine, Semper Fi!

George Hilbish - March 02, 2015 at 02:32 PM

“

I recall the article in the local paper where Johnny described how he and Barbara
met:
'She sat in the desk ahead of me at school and I used to dip her pig tails in the ink
well.'
He was still enjoying the joke! Once a Marine - always a Marine. Sincere
condolences to Barbara and family.

Deborah Watson - March 02, 2015 at 02:31 PM

“

I always loved visiting grandma and grandpa John in Birch Bay. He would always
take us out on his boat to crab, fish, and shrimp. He really knew how to have fun with
my brother and I when we were kids. Now I know he had a lot of practice! I was five
when he married my grandma and I can't thank him enough for being my grandpa
since I can remember. I loved when they would stop by vancouver on the way to
Palm desert. I would always sleep in the RV with them that night and get spoiled with
great food, candy and stories. I am so greatful my Grandma found him. I will always
remember his memory till we meet again.
I miss you grandpa,
Andrew Starr

Andrew Starr - March 01, 2015 at 07:46 PM

“

My Grandad was the strongest man I have ever met. He taught me how to do so
much. He was the man I always wanted to be and was such an example to so many.
I will never forget our fishing trips and I know he's up there on his boat trolling for
Salmon right now. Love you Grandad.
Ethan

Ethan Schaffer - February 28, 2015 at 03:18 PM

“

Barb & Family, I am sorry for your loss. I hope the many memories of life with Johnny
will fill that void you feel. He will be missed...

JoAnne Folsom - February 27, 2015 at 12:45 PM

“

Guest sent a virtual gift in memory of Col. Johnny O. Gregerson USMC, Ret.
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