John T Riseland
January 11, 1940 - February 1, 2018

John Riseland, age 78, passed away on Thursday, February 1, 2018 at Hospice House in
Bellingham. He was born January 11, 1940 in Bellingham to Julius and Mary Riseland.
After graduating from Lincoln High School in Seattle, John attended Seattle U, before
transferring to WWU to play basketball. He graduated from WWU with a degree in
education. John married Brenda Lindsley on August 18, 1962, and together they raised
their three wonderful daughters, Julie, Karen and Jenny. He was a school counselor at
Edmonds High School and Meadowdale High School before moving to Bellingham where
he finished his career at BHS as a counselor and a basketball coach. John and Brenda
are active members of First Christian Church. He enjoyed golfing, creating stained glass
pieces, reading, and family. John was known for his big personality, his excellent sense of
humor, and his care and love for others. He was a true servant, and volunteered with
numerous groups in the community. John was preceded in death by his parents, Julius
and Mary, and his brother Joe. He is survived by his wife of 55 years, Brenda, daughters
Julie (Scott) Hoerner of Post Falls, ID, Karen (Jim) Frazier of Chehalis, WA, and Jenny
(Richard) Jim of Kauai, HI, grandchildren Griffen (Marlayna), Kendall, Tanner, Kevin,
Jordan and Shalyn, great-grandson Arlo, brother Jerry (Wanda), and many relatives and
friends. A memorial service will be held at First Christian Church, 495 East Bakerview
Road in Bellingham at 2 PM on Tuesday, February 6th. Rev. Gary Shoemaker will be
officiating. Memorials in John’s name may be made to Interfaith Coalition Family Promise
Program, or Western Washington University Athletics Wallie Lindsley Basketball
Scholarships. You may share memories with the family at www.westfordfuneralhome.com.
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Comments

“

Brenda and family, We were unable to attend John's service, but wanted you to know
that we are holding you in our thoughts and prayers. John was such a kind and
generous man, and everyone called him a friend. Peace to you. Nick and Patti
Marette

Nick and Patti Marette - February 11, 2018 at 05:16 PM

“

My wife, Mary Jane, and I have only been in Bellingham about 3 1/2 years. John was
someone whom we met early on in our water aerobics class at the Bellingham
Athletic Club. We enjoyed our conversations with him and his caring behavior for
people. I realized this even more when he said he had been a school counselor! Our
daughter is a school counselor as well. As we know such counselors do good work
and, often, give support and guidance to students when they most need it. I'm a
better man for having known and talk with John. Peace. Michael Brunt

Michael Brunt - February 06, 2018 at 02:17 PM

“

Lundbom Lake, BC, 1971. John, Mike Kirk and I away for a grand fishing trip. We
shared an eight foot square tent, with one exit.
John was up first one morning and decided to make coffee on Doug’s Coleman
Camp stove. It was raining, so John placed the stove and what passed for a table
under the tent awning, right in front of the only exit. Something went wrong, fuel
leaked and shortly the whole stove was engulfed in flames which were also reaching
upwards for the fabric awning.
John calmly said something like, ”I think you guys had better get up. I could use
some help with this fire before it torches the tent “. The stove was never trusted
again, but John always was during the following forty-seven years of friendship.
Just one of many good memories that live on.

Doug Lundgren - February 05, 2018 at 11:18 PM

“

Dear Brenda & Girls,
John’s face lit up every time that he spoke of each of you! I was blessed to see your
folks at their condo this past year and share a hug and memories. He was a legend
of a man with a heart for every student that he guided, directed, and coached. He
“tolerated” the choir gang invading the Broadway house to visit with Julie.
He left
a legacy of love that is a wonderful memory for all that knew him. May God’s Love
richly bless you at this time of loss. I wish that I could be there Tuesday to give you
all a big hug as shed a tear - but I will still be teaching at BHS. Much Love to all of

you!
John, Thank You for richly touching and blessing my life! I am honored being at BHS
touching lives - like you did mine! You will be missed!
stuart soderquist - February 05, 2018 at 09:32 PM

“

Dear Brenda and Family: John was one of my sources of strength and support
throughout my teaching career. He literally helped save my life during a particularly
tough time. I am left feeling sadness at the loss, but incredible gratitude for the gifts
he gave so many. Wishing all of you comfort and peace as John transitions to even
greater things.

Mark Patterson - February 05, 2018 at 02:03 PM

“

Dear Brenda and Family,
John and I became friends much too late but became soulmates on the golf course,
first because we were both -- shall I say -- mediocre golfers, but more importantly,
our love of things existential. To pass the time between bad shots we had long
conversations about books, religion, philosophy, and, of course, sports. He was a
truly great and generous person and I will miss him. Jim Chapman

Jim Chapman - February 04, 2018 at 09:11 PM

“

Brenda, Julie, Karen and Jenny: I have been thinking a lot of all of you, and know
you know what a wonderful guy John was. So many memories, but what seems to be
standing out right now is him walking me across the field after a night of baby-sitting.
It wasn't far, but he wanted to make sure I got home safely. His kindness, humor and
intensity -- and his love for his family -- shone through. Brenda, you and John were
such good role models for so many. I wish I could be there to tell you in person. Big
hugs to all of you.
Karen Blair Troianello

Karen Troianello - February 04, 2018 at 07:26 PM

“

He was an awesome individual. When I came to Bellingham High School in 1983, 9
weeks into the school year, he was the only one that made me feel welcome for a
very long time. I will never forget the wonderful things he did for me, and how he
made me feel welcome when no one else would.

Kim Perez-Franchi - February 04, 2018 at 07:03 PM

“

Dear Brenda & Family
Thank you Brenda & John for being so kind to Esme and I when we attended First
Christian with you briefly in 2004. I think of you often, and am inspired by your
positive outlooks. May this transition go peacefully.
Love, Megan Wahl

Megan Wahl - February 04, 2018 at 04:22 PM

“

To this day, I frequently give credit to him for some indelibly memorable things he
said to me. His words moved not only my life in a powerful direction, but the lives of
others with whom I've shared his wisdom. I've used his words to me to propel me
along avenues that I would not have considered possible when I was in high school. I
have thought about him many many times throughout my life, substantially during
high school, but even more after. He had a long tenure at WWU as well and that has
always stood out admirably to me. He was multi-dimensional; I appreciated this man
greatly and my warmest wishes to your family. Be proud of the legacy he has created
along his path. All the warmest of wishes, Chip Stone

Chip Stone - February 04, 2018 at 04:14 PM

“

I personally didn't know John but I sure remember watching him play for
Western...That was a good team and fun to watch.Condolences. Monty Westford

Monty Westford - February 04, 2018 at 12:16 PM

“

John had a way of making those around him see their own value. He was a kind,
caring man who will be greatly missed. God bless his family.

Jana Jeffs - February 04, 2018 at 03:27 AM

“

I am so sorry to hear of your loss of John Riseland. He is the reason I survived High
School. He didn't always agree with my choices but he supported them. I am forever
in his debt. Safe travels Mr Riseland. Beth Brannian

Beth M Brannian - February 04, 2018 at 12:42 AM

“

My name is Sandy Grant and I am involved with the Bellingham First Christian
Church. I came into know John and Brenda about 12 years ago when the Desciples
House was moved onto the grounds involving the Interfaith Coalition which is a
community resource in Whatcom County. I soon got involved with the Riselands
pretty soon and was incouraged to help in some way with donations of my cookie
baking for a number of years. How could anyone say no to that cause. I can't tell you
how John has made a difference in my life and what a gift he was to have in our
church family! He and I shared the vacuuming in our sanctuary for some time and a
wonderful doer in so many ways. WHAT A LOSS FOR ALL WHO KNEW HIM. YES
HE TOUCHED ALL OF OUR LIVES SO REST IN PEACE, JOHN. WE WILL
CERTAINLY MISS YOU MY FRIEND ==
SANDY GRANT

Sandy Grant - February 03, 2018 at 05:10 PM

“

John lived out his faith every day. I am so grateful to have met him and Brenda and will
never forget his impassioned speech at First Christian where he explained why he was so
motivated to feed the hungry. John, in your passing you have let a big hole here. May your
example inspire us all to listen to God's voice and to follow accordingly, as you did.
Susan Campbell Cross - February 06, 2018 at 01:06 PM

“

Wendy Allen lit a candle in memory of John T Riseland

wendy allen - February 03, 2018 at 04:31 PM

“

Linda and I are shocked and so saddened to learn of John’s passing. Brenda, Julie,
Karen, Jennifer and families certainly have our most sincere condolences. What a
great guy, always bigger than life, fun, and so caring. That kind of spirit and character
was a model for young people as well as adults. We are in SoCal and regrettably
unable to attend the service. RIP dear friend, you will be missed but not forgotten.

Greg Cowan - February 03, 2018 at 03:48 PM

“

I’m so sorry for your loss !! I’ve know the Riseland family for a long time ! Mr Riselsnd
was such a great guy and helped guid me in High School ! He was there when I fell
off track when my mom passed away and pushed me back in the right direction! I
was always amazed that when I would see him he always recognized me and we
would talk about life ! May you Rest In Peace and I hope you look down and see how
many lives you’ve changed !! Thank you Mr Riseland God bless you & your family

Bill McCormack - February 03, 2018 at 12:55 PM

“

I'm so sorry to hear of the loss of Mr. Riseland. He was such a kind man. My
thoughts and prayers are with his family.

Gina LaFreniere Weigum - February 03, 2018 at 09:53 AM

“

I have always admired John Riseland. I and the other members of the class of 1983
were lucky enough to have him as our high school counselor at Bellingham High for
all four years we were there. He had an immeasurable impact on us. I recall his deep
interest in and commitment to his students, his generosity with his time for us, and
his discretion and grace in dealing with his students’ challenges. I don’t think I was
one of his “problem” cases, but he made it a point to mentor and encourage me. And
I watched him do that with countless others. He was a very good man, who made a
difference in the lives of many teenagers. I am grateful to have known him and to
have been influenced by him. My deepest condolences to the Riseland family. I hope
you find solace in all of the positive memories you have of your time together. And
please know that you are in my family’s thoughts and prayers. Thank you for sharing
Mr. Riseland with us.

Jeff Hovenier - February 03, 2018 at 07:31 AM

“

What an amazing man. He had such a huge impact on my life and I don't think he
ever even knew. He was always very supportive and understanding. I think everyone
knew they could do to him if they had a problem they needed to talk about. I would
run into him and Mrs. Riseland and he would remember me by name (20+ years
later). I am so glad we got him to come to our class reunion a few years ago.
Thoughts and prayers to the Riseland family.

Cynthia (Hanson) White - February 03, 2018 at 03:32 AM

“

I was so saddened to read of John Riseland's passing. Prayers to his lovely family. Pat
Tuttle
Patricia Tuttle - February 11, 2018 at 08:03 PM

