John Morrissey
July 16, 2011

03/06/1933-07/16/2011
Jack passed away on July 16th after a hard fought illness. He was a lifelong resident of
Bellingham, except for the two years spent teaching in Guam. Jack graduated from
Bellingham High School in 1951. He then spent three years in the U.S. Army, where he
was stationed in Germany. Upon his return, Jack graduated from WWU with a BA in
education. He taught elementary school for several years in Concrete and Burlington,
before moving to Vista Middle School in Ferndale, where he taught for 27 years. Jack was
a kind and gentle man who loved his family deeply. He had a lifelong love of trains, and
spent many hours watching them as they made their way through Bellingham. He enjoyed
working with his hands and, with his wife, created a beautiful garden in their yard that
became home to all manner of wildlife, including many raccoon families.
Jack is survived by his wife Dolores, son Guy Morrissey of Bellingham, daughter Kay
Morrissey (James Hatfield) of Wichita, Kansas, stepsons Marc (Judy) Ambers and Blake
(Kenalyn) Ambers both of Bellingham, grandchildren Patrick and Jacob Hatfield of
Wichita, Kansas, and Serena Ambers of Oregon, sister Marilyn (Randy) Lampman of
Bellingham, as well as many cousins, nieces, and nephews. Jack was preceded in death
by his parents, Obe and Mary Morrissey, and his sister Patricia Hurlbert, all of Bellingham.
A memorial will be held in Jack’s honor on Friday, July 29, 2011 at 5 p.m. at the Fairhaven
Park Pavilion. All are welcome. Donations may be made to your favorite charity.

Comments

“

Jack was and is dearly loved by his friends and family. He will be greatly missed but
will always be in our hearts. Rest in Peace Jack.

Tana Honeycutt - July 25, 2011 at 08:04 PM

“

I am sad to hear of John’s passing. I taught at Vista while he taught art there. I had
high respect for my colleague as long as we both taught there. His family will be in
my prayers as they deal with loss and memories. Pastor Alvina Olstead, formerly the
orchestra teacher at Vista for 30 years.

Alvina Olstead - July 24, 2011 at 10:11 PM

“

I’m so sorry to hear of the loss of one of my most memorable teachers. I loved taking
his art course, even though I’m not exactly an “natural” artist. He was patient, kind,
and encouraging, and never grew tired of my endless questions. Years later, I still
find myself thinking about those classes and his easy-going demeanor. While I feel a
loss for my past, I can only imagine what that loss must do to his family. You (his
family) are in my thoughts and prayers, and Mr. Morrissey, may you rest in peace.

Cissie Petrie - July 24, 2011 at 03:42 PM

“

I was a student of Mr. Morrissey’s when I attended Vista Middle School. I was
horrible at art but the thing I remembered most about him was he always encouraged
your spirit and never made you feel less than. He is one of my favorite teachers ever,
and that list is short. Glad to know he went on to teach at Vista for 27 years. Happier
to know that he is no longer fighting a battle against an illness. My thoughts are with
his family and hope and pray you find some peace during these times.

Mimi Loya Gere - July 21, 2011 at 12:27 PM

