Joanne W. MacKay
August 21, 2015

Joanne MacKay (née Joanne Coby Williams), a longtime Bellingham resident, passed
away peacefully on Friday, August 21st. She was 93 years old. She had been living with
her son David and his wife Aileen near Lake Whatcom for the past year.
Joanne was intelligent, spirited, well-read, and practical, and will be dearly missed by her
family and many friends in the Bellingham area. She was a dedicated teacher and
business owner, loving wife and mother, and caring grandmother who never missed a
birthday. Joanne was happily married for sixty-three years to the late William “Bill”
MacKay, who passed away seven years ago. Bill taught Psychology and directed the
Counseling Center at Western Washington University for many years. Joanne was later
briefly married to Bellingham resident Stan Enebo.
Joanne was preceded in death by her parents, Helen and Paul Williams, brother Paul, and
sister Sharlot. Joanne is survived by her three children and their families: Barbara and
Yogendra Gupta of Pullman, Douglas and Mary MacKay of Edmonds, and David and
Aileen MacKay of Bellingham; six grandchildren, Anjuli, Sonia, Glen, Kayla, Michael, and
Jonathan; and the spouses of the her eldest grandchildren, David, Christopher, and
Hillary. She is also remembered by the Enebo family who continued to welcome Joanne to
family gatherings even after Stan’s passing in 2012.
Joanne was born in Lakewood, Ohio. She graduated from Kirkwood High School in St.
Louis, Missouri. While in high school, at a Girl Scout Boy Scout dance, Joanne met Bill
MacKay, who would be her partner for over 70 years. Joanne graduated from Duke
University in 1943 with a major in Economics and a minor in Psychology. Immediately after
graduating, she joined the Curtis Wright Aeronautical Engineering Cadettes Program. With
her group of Cadettes, she studied engineering at the University of Texas at Austin and
then worked as a draftsman in the Electrical Department of Curtis-Wright Aircraft
Company in St. Louis, Missouri, where she designed windows for the C-46 aircraft until
the end of World War II.

Joanne and Bill were married by her grandfather in 1945 at her parents’ home in Toledo,
Ohio. They began their life together in Pacific Grove, California, where Bill was stationed
as a Marine. His ship was the first not to sail into the Pacific Theater in 1945. After the
war, they moved to the San Francisco Bay Area where he pursued graduate degrees at
U.C. Berkeley. Joanne studied at San Francisco State to become credentialed to teach at
and direct nursery schools. She taught at Frederick Burke Nursery School, the
demonstration nursery school at SF State, and at a cooperative preschool in Richmond,
California. There also she led a Blue Bird Group and a Cub Scout Den. Joanne and Bill
moved to Bellingham with their children in 1961, where she was active in the American
Association of University Women and served as Program Director and Cookie Chair for
Bellingham Girl Scouts.
Joanne worked closely with Hallie Vernon (who had trained directly with Maria Montessori)
and alongside the Baptist Church to establish the Bellingham Day Care Center (now
Bellingham Care and Learning Center). Constant efforts on her part with the United Way
and the introduction of a sliding fee schedule kept the Center open and able to serve
parents of all children. She served as Treasurer of the Board and eventually as Director of
the Center from 1968 - 1975. Following her career in education, Joanne owned and
operated Tony’s Coffee Shop in Fairhaven from 1977 to 1987, traveling to San Francisco
to meet coffee brokers and roasting her own beans. She expanded the shop to introduce
a café and sell imported cheese.
Always enjoying a new challenge, Joanne continued the genealogical work begun by her
mother-in-law and her parents, eventually documenting many lines of the family tree to as
many as thirteen generations. She also traced the family trees of several friends. She
traveled to Boston a number of times to work with digital records of early ancestors at the
New England Genealogical Society Library. In their retirement, Joanne and Bill loved to
travel, making multiple trips to Asia and Europe, and never missed an opportunity to do
genealogical research at a county library or churchyard along the way.
Joanne and Bill joined The Parkway Chateau community in 2002, where they enjoyed
spending time with new and old friends. Following Bill’s death in 2008 and Stan’s death in
2012, the Chateau community provided her tremendous support. Joanne especially
enjoyed being an integral member of the Chateau Book Club. Her grandchildren are proud
that she taught computer classes (including Gmail) to fellow residents, and opened a
Facebook account when she was 89.
A private memorial service will be scheduled at a later date. In lieu of flowers, please
consider a donation to Duke University, Whatcom Hospice or Whatcom Humane Society.

Comments

“

"A Scots Farewell"
When I come to the end of the road
And the sun has set for me
I want no tears on a gloom-filled room
Why cry for a soul set free
Miss me a little and not for long
And not with your head bowed low
Remember the love that we once shared
Miss me- but let me go
For this is a journey we all must take
And each must go alone
Its all a part of the master plan
A step on the road to home
When you are lonely and sick of heart
Go to the friend we know
And bury your sorrows in doing good deeds
Miss me - but let me go.
---Author Unknown

Barbara Gupta - September 10, 2015 at 07:29 PM

“

Dear Barb,
I am so sad to hear of Joanne's passing. I loved getting to know her at the Chateau,
she was such a great friend to both my Mom and Dad. She was truly a great person.

Mary Giordano - September 03, 2015 at 02:17 PM

“

Mary, I so enjoyed knowing both of your parents at the Chateau. Each in their own way
enriched the lives of those who knew them.
Barbara Gupta - September 10, 2015 at 07:06 PM

“

Guest sent a virtual gift in memory of Joanne W. MacKay

Guest - September 01, 2015 at 01:42 PM

“

“

Hugs back to you, dear friend!
Barbara Gupta - September 10, 2015 at 07:07 PM

What a beautifully written documentation of your mother and grandmother's life!
Truly, what an impressive and distinguished life she led - remarkable. She was
clearly a very accomplished and well-educated woman and used her excellent mind
and good heart to help others in the Bellingham area. I'm sure you were all very
proud of her.

Marie Cain - September 01, 2015 at 01:35 PM

“

“

Marie, thank you for your kind words!
Barbara Gupta - September 10, 2015 at 07:07 PM

My mother loved your mom and I send our sympathies for your loss. Hopefully they
are enjoying getting caught up and laughing right now.

Wendy Vernon - September 01, 2015 at 01:35 PM

“

Wendy and Bonnie, I know our moms were very close, and i really appreciate your
sentiments!
Barbara Gupta - September 10, 2015 at 07:08 PM

“

Barb, I am so sorry about your Mom's passing. I remember both you and your Mom
from Girl Scouts, so many years ago. Susan McSpadden-Johanson

Susan - September 01, 2015 at 01:34 PM

“

Susan, I do remember those Scouting days so well! She would be very gratified that you
appreciated her efforts.
Barbara Gupta - September 10, 2015 at 07:09 PM

“

I have known Joanne and Bill since 2002 and always enjoyed spending time with
them. They were intelligent fun people. I have had many clients at The Parkway
Chateau that all greatly respected Joanne and enjoyed spending time with her. I will
miss her as I have Bill.

Tim Villhauer - August 28, 2015 at 09:04 AM

“

Tim, the feeling is quite mutual. Your kind thoughts are much appreciated.
Barbara Gupta - September 10, 2015 at 07:10 PM

