Joan E. Pape
February 8, 1939 - April 19, 2017

Joan Emma Pape was born in the Bronx borough of New York to Carmelina Maria Daraio
and Gaetano Ambrosia Ferlauto on February 8, 1939. Her father, a marble and stone
artisan, later moved the family to Norfolk, Virginia, where she graduated from Norfolk
Catholic High in 1956.
Joan’s first job was with the Norfolk newspaper which she left to work at Oceana Naval Air
Station. Always up for an adventure, she then moved across the country to Bremerton,
Washington for another position with the Navy. In 1964, she returned to Norfolk to give
birth to her only child, Patrick.
In 1973, Joan married Naval officer Brian Pape in Norfolk, Virginia. She was very proud of
Brian and loved meeting people from around the world via his long tenure in the Naval
Reserve.
Joan and her family moved to Chicago and then California before settling in the Pacific
Northwest. There, she pursued her dream of helping others by studying social work and
going on to work in community services with King County and Providence Hospital.
After moving to Bellingham, Joan co-founded Hope House, a non-denominational charity
serving the poor and homeless. Nominated for the annual Hunthausen Humanitarian
Award in 2001, Joan served on the boards of many non-profits including The Martin
Center for Disadvantaged Teens, the Advisory Board of Governors, and Catholic
Community Services.
A devout Catholic all her life, Joan was always very active in her church community. She
proudly served her Church of the Assumption Catholic parish as Eucharistic minister and
Eucharistic Minister to the Homebound.
Joan generously supported the Whatcom Symphony Orchestra, Mt. Baker Theater, Bel
Porto Lodge Sons of Italy, and the Bellingham Golf & Country Club and her vivacious
personality made her many friends. A proud Sicilian, she’ll always be remembered for her
love of cooking, parties, jazz, opera, classical music, ballet, and Broadway shows.
Joan is survived by her husband, Brian, son Patrick, stepson Scott, step-daughter Debra,
and her beloved grandchildren: Gillian, Stella, Matthew, Mark, Brittany, Breana, Jenna,
and Scott Jr..
Mass of Christian burial will be held at 10:30am on Thursday, May 4th at Church of the

Assumption. A reception will follow at the Church. Memorials may be made to Hope
House at Church of the Assumption, 2116 Cornwall Avenue, Bellingham, WA 98225.
Share your memories at http://www.westfordfuneralhome.com.
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Comments

“

Joan was such a beautiful person! I am a waitress at Over Easy restaurant, which
Joan came to with her husband every Thursday! We would share the latest gossip,
and talk about our lives. Now, thinking back, I only knew Joan for a short amount of
time, and I never knew a lot about her, but I do know that she liked her sausage
super browned, her English muffin crisp and her eggs over easy. She will be missed,
she was one of the favorite customers and I looked forward to seeing her each week.
Love goes out to her family, she changed my life just from knowing her.

Kayla Walbeck - May 02, 2017 at 05:42 PM

“

Brian, Joan was a beautiful faithful woman who will be greatly missed. My prayers
are with you and all yours.

Jean Wilford - May 01, 2017 at 03:23 PM

“

Joan was a beautiful lady that thought of other people with love. She made Lyle & I
feel at home after our move to Birch Bay. We are very sorry and will miss her. We
have warm memories of Joan.

Lyle & Marie Hanson - May 01, 2017 at 03:23 PM

“

Brian, I'm so very sorry to hear of Joan's passing. I am glad I saw her at Over Easy
not too long ago. I miss working at the Market, where I got to see you guys.
My thoughts and prayers are with you-

Christine Hodson - May 01, 2017 at 03:23 PM

“

Joan was such a vibrant, larger-than-life personality. She and you welcomed Martin
and me to Bellingham and into the WSO family, and we are so grateful. Our thoughts
are warm with the memory of Joan.

Scott Henderson - May 01, 2017 at 03:22 PM

“

Brian,
I am sorry for your loss. BLESSED be the MEMORIES.

Jon Soine - May 01, 2017 at 03:22 PM

“

Brian, very sorry to hear the news. It was always such a pleasure to see you both
working out at the Country Club, with smiles and friendly greetings.... Best wishes.

John Hulbert - May 01, 2017 at 03:21 PM

“

Oh Brian, so very sorry for your loss. The world was a better place with Joan in it.
She was the driving force that made Hope House possible and we will miss her
terribly. I am sure she is cooking something delicious for Jesus right now!

Cheri Woolsey - May 01, 2017 at 03:21 PM

“

So sorry for your loss, Brian. I will always remember Joan bringing me the Eucharist
after my heart surgery. May she rest in peace with our Lord.
Gene & Mary Ellen Hewitson

Gene & Mary Ellen Hewitson - May 01, 2017 at 03:21 PM

“

I am so glad Joan and Brian made it to the NCHS reunion last year, and that we
happened to make it to the same Mass on the last day. Joan had such a delightful
sense of humor and seemed so full of life even when she was suffering. Brian and
Patrick, you have my deepest sympathy. My prayers for the family she is leaving
behind. I suspect she has God and the saints laughing now.
Ruthann Fox-Hines

Ruthann Fox-Hines - May 01, 2017 at 03:02 PM

“

A hearty belly laugh, a penchant for bright colors, a love of all things Italian - that's
my Aunt Joan. When I was a little girl, she was the adored aunt who would come pick
me up in her little VW so that we could "cruise the strip," the Beach Boys blaring out
of her tinny car radio. As I got older, she was the trusted confidante who I knew
would understand, offer great advise, and never blab my secrets. Now, she had
become one of my best friends, with whom I shared the latest gossip, commiserated
with about my problems, and still, consulted for advice. I'm so thankful that I saved
so many phone messages - they always begin "HI DebbieDoots" and end with a
robust "I love you." Goodbye Aunt Joan. I love you.

Deb Breede - May 01, 2017 at 12:15 PM

“

My condolences to Joan's family. It was so nice seeing her and meeting you Brian at
our NCHS reunion.
I will hold you all in my prayers. May she RIP.
Mary Lynne Spurgeon

Mary Lynne Spurgeon - May 01, 2017 at 12:39 AM

“

Christine lit a candle in memory of Joan E. Pape

Christine - April 25, 2017 at 12:06 PM

“

Brian, I'm so sorry to hear of Joan's passing. I really enjoyed seeing you both at The
Market when I worked there. I loved our talks, and the hugs, and I am thankful for
meeting you both. I am also thankful I got to see Joan at Over Easy not too long ago!
Brian, you are in my thoughts. I loved seeing you two together, the obvious love, and
respect for each other is amazing.
Love,
Christine from the Market @ Lakeway

Christine - April 25, 2017 at 12:06 PM

