Jean Dodd
November 14, 1921 - March 1, 2011

11/14/1921 – 3/1/2011
Jean Dodd, age 89 passed away March 1, 2011 in Bellingham. She was born November
14, 1921 in Oklahoma City, OK. Jean was a lifelong educator and taught first grade for
most of her teaching career. She was a collector of many things and enjoyed crocheting,
gardening and growing flowers. Jean had strong opinions and never hesitated to share
her thoughts with others.
Jean was preceded in death by her husband Lewis and her grandson Michael. She is
survived by her son Paul (Beverly) Dodd, daughters Myra Brookreson and Elva Giddings,
grandchildren Debra, Leesa, Beth, Will and Nate and numerous great-grandchildren and
other relatives.
A Celebration of Jean’s life will be held at Westford Funeral Home on Monday, March 7th
at 11 AM. Jean will be laid to rest next to her husband Lewis in Longview, WA.
Memorials may be made to Whatcom Hospice or the Whatcom Humane Society.

Comments

“

I would like to express my condolences to the Dodd family. Jean has been a
supporter and contributor to the Bellingham Childcare & Learning Center for the past
nine years. Every December, Jean would stop by to “chat” and to make a donation to
the Center so that families in need would have access to quality care for their young
children. Jean offered to come and read to the children a few summers ago. She
always had a story to tell and her passion for teaching always shone through. Your
mom (and grandmother) was such a wonderfully kind and caring person. We will
certainly miss her visits to the Center.

Karen Ekdahl - April 05, 2011 at 01:26 PM

“

Both your parents shaped my life. My sincere condolences to you, and thanks for
sharing your Mom and Dad. Melissa Albrecht

Melissa Albrecht - March 22, 2011 at 12:30 PM

“

Paul, Myra and Elva,
I’m so sorry to hear about your mom’s passing….she was a wonderful teacher….as
was your dad…I have so many good memories of those years…their move to
Kalama was one of the best things to happen to our school.
Wishing you all the best, Susie

Susan Jansen Bannister Fink - March 08, 2011 at 09:44 PM

“

I am so sorry for your loss. Your mom was an amazing woman. It was my good
fortune to have had her as a teacher for 2 years. The first year she came to Kalama,
she taught Kindergarten out at the Cloverdale school house. There were only 50 (!)
children in the class. She was out there all by herself– no helpers that I recall and I
am not even sure there was a telephone. All of us knew our alphabets, plus could
count to 100 by the end of the year. The next year, she taught first grade. Your mom
was amazing! She was an excellent teacher and a great student advocate. I know
she will be missed by all of you. I hope all the great memories of her will help you
past this difficult time. Hugs!

Camille Moawad - March 08, 2011 at 07:57 AM

“

Dear Dodd Family,
Sorry to hear about your loss. Worked with your mom and dad at Kalama Schools for
many years. Lou and Jean were great educators and wonderful people. I’m really
happy I got to work with both of them for many years.

Robert Sidwell - March 08, 2011 at 04:55 AM

“

Dear Dodd Family,
First, my deepest sympathies to you. It is a very sad time when your Mom or Dad
pass on. Words from others help very little when you are grieving the loss of a loved
one – especially your Mom or Dad. Only time and memories of them seem to help. I
wanted you to know that your Mom was my first grade teacher at Kalama. I recall her
as very kind and patient. She had a fun personality. She was very understanding and
compassionate. It was at a time when my family had moved from California to
Washington. It was a difficult time for me. Everything and everybody was new and
different. It was my first day in your Mom’s class and I was scared and well , I cried.
Your Mom understood and spent some extra time getting me acclimated to my new
school. At a big five years old, having your Mom for my teacher was a blessing. I feel
very fortunate and very grateful that it turned out that way. I will cherish my memories
of your Mom. And your Dad.

Randy Hood - March 08, 2011 at 12:42 AM

“

To the Dodd Family,
I’m so sorry for your loss. But I know all of you will keep her in your
heart for ever like you have your father. I never new Paul or Elva
but I know Myra. may God Bless and be with all of you in the days to come.

Gale Johnston Ashby - March 07, 2011 at 02:05 PM

“

Paul, Myra and Elva – I’m at a loss for words of comfort, but wanted to let you know
how sorry I am for your loss. I have good memories of her when I worked at the
school so long ago. May your good memories carry you on in the days ahead.
Dorothy, class of 60.

Dorothy Wagoner Mickelson - March 07, 2011 at 01:37 PM

“

I have known Mrs. Dodd as one of my neighbors for the past 15 years… I met her
when my children went off to Kindergarten and she was their watcher at the bus stop
which just happened to be in her front yard. I always felt comforted to know she
looked out for all “her kids” at the bus stop, especially on days I wasn’t there. While
waiting for the bus either in the early mornings or late afternoon, Mrs. Dodd always
had a wave or came over to talk for a while, I always enjoyed those times, she
certainly had a lot to say and she wasn’t afraid to say it! I really enjoyed looking at
the pictures of her and her family from the past. Our condolences to her family on her
passing, she will be missed for sure.

Sue Sullivan - March 06, 2011 at 08:35 PM

“

I met Jean later in her life, so appreciated seeing the pictures of jean earlier in her
life,she was always beautiful and had such beautiful skin but ” oh my” she was
gorgeous in her youth. I got to know Jene after her chidren were grown and after her
husband Lewis had passed. Jene and I were involved in a grassroots political action
group in the early nineties. Jene had strong opinions and she wasn’t afraid to fight to
help change things in this imperfect world that she felt needed changing. I have
always been inspired by Jene, she gave to our community in other ways too, as long
as I have known her she has volunteered , tutoring grade school age children who
needed a little extra help. Jene had a passion for life and she always told me she
wasn’t leaving until she was ready. There wasn’t much she couldnt do , whether
climbing a ladder to fix her roof, setting out to go across the country by herself
sleeping in the back of her station wagon , collecting and selling antique glassware,
or finding delight and success in managing her portfolio. Life handed her obstacles
such as breast cancer, and breaking her foot. It slowed her down temporarily but she
just kept on volunteering and doing what she always did. In the last year or so after
she was diagnosed with stomach cancer she would call or stop by , and always start
the conversation with ” I’m still Here”. I was so touched last week when she called to
say goodbye, she said ” It was her time to go and she was ready, and she had some
wonderful ladies from hospice helping her go”. Love you Jene , going to miss you !

Kristi Vanselow - March 05, 2011 at 11:58 PM

“

Our prayers go out to the Dodd family; I would like to express our condolences at this
time to your family. I have found the Bible to be a source of encouragement; the
scripture I would like to share is at Revelation 21:4 “And he will wipe out every tear
from their eyes, and death will be no more, neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain
be anymore. The former things have passed away.”

Crosby Family - March 05, 2011 at 06:33 AM

