Janet Marlene Robinette
March 31, 1931 - April 6, 2018

Janet Marlene Robinette (Hoffman) was born March 31, 1931 to Jacob and Francis
Hoffman in Bellingham WA. Janet spent most of her early years in Bellingham, graduating
from Bellingham High School class of "49" and then working as a dental assistant. A blind
date arrangement in 1950 brought about her marriage to Charles Robinette in 1952 and in
1955 they moved to Bellevue WA. Their two children Jill and Jeff were born and spent
their childhoods in Bellevue. Being a good mom was her first priority but once home was
an empty nest Janet enjoyed returning to the working world. Retirement brought the end
of 37 years in Bellevue as she and Charles packed up for a short stay in Mill Creek before
landing in Lynden. Searching for a church, the two were welcomed to Hope Lutheran
where Janet was an active member of the Women of Hope. Janet liked to travel, and
celebrating several of her birthdays on Maui made
for happy times. There were also fun trips with Tulip Tours, the last being to Germany.
Janet loved working word puzzles (specifically Sudoku), her "Y" coffee bunch, Wednesday
night cards, quilting group, Friday night potluck at the clubhouse, and Saturday night cards
with old friends. She is survived by her loving husband of 65 years Charles, daughter Jill
(Dale) Simonson, son Jeffrey Robinette (Maureen O'Shaughnessy), four grandchildren
Brandon, Ryan, Jadrian and Giana, and several other relatives. A Memorial for Janet will
be held April 21, 11:00 AM at Hope Lutheran Church, 900 East Grover Street, Lynden WA
98264. Share memories with the family at www.westfordfuneralhome.com.
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Comments

“

I am the youngest of our first cousins, five years younger than Marlene. My most
remarkable memory of Marlene is of visiting Bellingham during spring vacation when
I was in elementary school. Marlene's mother was mother's younger sister so the
purpose of the trip was to give the sisters an opportunity to visit with one another.
My mother and I took a Greyhound bus roundtrip from Seattle to Bellingham. Riding
on a bus was a big deal for a little girl. The bus always stopped in Everett to unload
passengers and take on new ones. One spring when the bus stopped in Everett, we
learned that our president, FDR, had died. That news was the defining visit of that
particular trip.
Anyway, in Bellingham it was always fun to be with an older girl, a "teenager."
Marlene was always attentive to me which was maybe a challenge for a teen to look
after someone who was, say, nine years old.
As adults Marlene and I seldom saw one another, but I always had those memories
of youthful adventures with Marlene. My enduring memory of Marlene will be of a
person who was always exceptionally friendly, cheerful and attentive, sincerely
wanting to know about one's well-being.
I offer my condolences to husband Chuck, and children Jill and Jeff (whom I have
never met). I can imagine that their loss is painful, but they have wonderful memories
of their wife and mother.
I also send regrets that I cannot attend the memorial service for Marlene as I am at
my California home well into May.
Barbara

Barbara Daum - April 19, 2018 at 01:31 AM

