James O’Brien
October 28, 1919 - January 19, 2013

10/28/1919 – 01/19/2013
Jim O’Brien, age 93, passed away peacefully on January 19, 2013 in Bellingham. He was
born October 28, 1919 in Tacoma, WA, the second of five children of Harold T. and Julia
R. (Burns) O’Brien. At a young age Jim was fascinated with books and began his daily
habit of reading that continued his entire life. He married Patricia Hieber on August 21,
1953 at Sacred Heart Church and for their honeymoon they bicycled throughout Ireland.
His undergraduate studies were at Seattle University and he earned his MA and PhD at
the UW. He was devoted to the next generation of teachers as an English Professor at
WWU for 39 years. Jim specialized in Irish literature and retired in 1985. Jim was a
member of the Mt. Baker Hiking Club for over 50 years, a golfing member of the BGCC,
and was an active member of Sacred Heart. Jim loved hiking, camping and traveling. He
was outgoing and friendly, and had time for his children and grandchildren. He would
throw a baseball or read them a story, and always had a chuckle for them at the dinner
table. He was preceded in death by siblings Mary Martha, Donald, Joseph and Margaret.
He is survived by his loving wife Pat of 59 years, children William and wife Jacalyn
O’Brien, Maura and husband Dale Griggs, and Kathleen and husband Francis Seidl, and
grandchildren, Sean and wife Mallory, Daniel, Joseph, Gordon, Jon, Eve, Julia, Tony and
wife Shannon, and Fritz, great-granddaughter Corrina and many loving relatives and
friends. The family is grateful to the staff at Highland Care Center for the care they gave to
Jim. Memorials may be made to the WWU Foundation or the American Red Cross.
Visitation will be held at Westford on Wed., Jan. 30 from 3-5 PM. Mass of Christian Burial
will be held at Sacred Heart Catholic Church on Thurs., Jan. 31st at 12 noon followed by a
reception.
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Comments

“

We love you and miss you, Dad!

Maura O'Brien Griggs - March 18, 2013 at 09:22 PM

“

Dear Pat –
So sorry I could not attend the Mass for Jim — I have a terrible cough and cannot
leave home.
Our family always loved Jim — from the days when Jim and Bill walked — while Bill
pushed Brendan in a stroller — to the 7 a.m walkers of years ago, to the long
goodbye at Highland Care.
Loved the pix, Pat.
love always,
peggy

Peggy K. Johnson - February 02, 2013 at 01:03 PM

“

Dear Pat and family,
We extend our sympathy to all of you at this sad time.

Knute Skinner & Edna Kiel - January 29, 2013 at 08:57 AM

“

Jim and Pat have been a blessing to our family. Glad that you extended the obituary
to the Seattle Times so that all the Dresbecks might join in kind thoughts of your
generous and admirable friendship, and send condolences to your whole family.
Love, Sandy

Sandra Ryan Dresbeck - January 27, 2013 at 02:55 PM

“

Dear Pat & family,
I am so sorry to hear this sad news! My heart is full of sorrow and I am praying for
you that God will give you grace and comfort in this difficult situation. I love to
remember Jim, he was a special and wonderful person. You were such an
emotionally rich family and I received a lot of love by staying in your home for 2
months when I was 16 years old. I remember about Jim that he started many of his
sentences with “well…” and then he thought about how to put his answer into words.
He was so thoughtful and intelligent. I never heard any unfriendly or harsh word out
of his mouth. He was such a pleasant man. I loved Jim and I love you, Pat, as much
as I love your children. Be comforted by Him who knows your every need and
sorrow. He appreciates, knows and loves you. Thanks again for being “my American
family”. Love, Doris

Doris Lenhard - January 24, 2013 at 04:13 AM

“

Dear Pat & Family,

Jerry Main - January 23, 2013 at 10:41 AM

“

Professor O’Brien taught me Irish Literature when I was a student at WWU. As a
young student what I remember most about Professor O’Brien was kindness. He was
a gentle human being, who could translate his passion for Irish Literature in such a
way as to bring light and knowledge to those students experiencing the rich detail
and historical significance in the written works for the first time. And more, we were
invited to dinner in the O’Brien home and enjoyed a meal together which included
Irish Soda Bread made in a tin can! I remember Professor O’Brien well and as one of
my favorite instructors at WWU. My heart goes out to his family, who no doubt miss
his warmth, spirit, and heart. -Earlene Kent

Earlene Kent - January 23, 2013 at 08:36 AM

“

Dear Pat and all the family: Richard and I send our thoughts and prayers for all at
this tim e of remembering our Willapa Valley High School English teacher, many
years ago. May you all find peace in knowing Mr. O ‘Brien lived a most fulfilling life, a
life well lived…Blessings to all. Mary Jane and Richard Vetter

richard vetter - January 22, 2013 at 05:21 PM

“

Dear Pat, Bill, Maura, and Kathleen,

Beth Anderson - January 22, 2013 at 03:14 PM

“

Dear Pat,
So sorry we missed your call. We played the message and then couldn’t retrieve it to
hear the details. We enjoyed the few times we shared, but we were limited by the
distance between us.
I know your family will be at your side, bless them all. Love, Harold and Martha

Harold Eppley - January 22, 2013 at 02:16 PM

“

Pat, Bill, Mara and Kathy,
My heart is full of sorrow, but what a wonderful full life Jim had lived! You could see in
is eyes how much he loved each of you. My fondness memory of Jim, is when I
babysat for you all. He would walk me home after dark and always ask me about
school and what was new in my life. Jim always cared and I felt so special and
protected. It was kind of scary walking by the Stimpsons’ forest at night. As we grew
apart, I was encouraged that his health was improving when I would see him walk
through the neighborhood with his red heart pillow to his chest. My prayers and love
are with each of you, and miss seeing my special family on Forest Street.

Jackie Spees Rimmer - January 22, 2013 at 11:37 AM

