James Bailey
July 21, 1929 - March 31, 2020

James Bailey, age 90, passed away peacefully at Whatcom Hospice House on March 31,
2020. James was an amateur middle-distance runner from Australia. James shared many
fond memories with his second family, his track and field teammates from the University of
Oregon, one of the elite track and field schools in the nation. During his tenure at the
University, his accomplishments, along with his teammates, put the University on the map
as being one of the predominant Universities in track and field in the nation during the
initial “Bowerman Years.” This tight-knit group, which includes runners from the '50s and
'60s, had a very high regard and love for James and have been in close contact with him
through his entire adult life. They were a big part of his life. He was a true inspiration to
them for his exceptional achievements and fellowship on the track. He relished the culture
of the rural Oregon area west of Eugene, which he visited with a resident teammate during
their annual reunions in recent years. He achieved world-wide recognition in the track and
field world when, in 1956, he defeated the world record holder, running the first sub four
minute mile on American soil with a time of 3.58.6, the second best time in the world at
that time and a new collegiate record. His other accomplishments include a NCAA
championship in the mile, two consecutive Australian 880 championships among others.
Bailey was ranked #3 miler in the world in 1956. You can see James Bailey- the Forgotten
Four-Minute Miler at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RYSKRnQCDlU. After retiring
from competitions he played professional rugby in Australia. He then returned to the
United States and lived in the Pacific Northwest for the rest of his life, working as a
sportswear promoter in Kirkland, WA, and then a real estate agent in Bellingham, WA.
James is survived by seven children from his first wife and one sister. James was an
active member of Church of the Assumption in Bellingham, where he recently donated
$100,000 to the Assumption Catholic School Foundation. A Mass of Christian Burial will
be held at Church of the Assumption at a later date. Memorials in James’ name may be
made to the Assumption Catholic School Foundation, 2116 Cornwall Ave., Bellingham,
WA 98225. You may share memories of Jim at www.westfordfuneralhome.com.
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Church of the Assumption
2116 Cornwall Ave, Bellingham, WA, US, 98225

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Westford Funeral Home & Cremation Service - July 13 at 01:36 PM

“

James "Bylie" was definitely an "Aussie" and a unique individual. I was one of his
team mates at Oregon under Bowerman and we were all impressed not only with his
performances and his demeanor but he was about 5 years older than most of us, so
we looked up to him. As a leader he mostly led us astray and I distinctly remember a
time or two him remarking as to how he would go out the night before a meet and
have a "couple of beers". He said it "loosened him up"! I was a sprinter and a jumper,
and as such had very little interaction with Bailey but we were all very aware of his
exploits and his athletic prowess. I got to know him much better when we would have
our annual "Lame Duck" reunions at the U of O every year for the athletes that
participated under Bowerman in the 50s & 60s . His was a very charming and
charismatic personality that made him the dominant individual in a conversation,
much as was the domination of his events on the track. There was only one James
Bailey and we shall not see his kind again!
Sam F. Taylor IV

Sam Taylor - July 20 at 11:47 PM

“

1956 photo of James Bailey (on L) with oregon team mate, Doug Clement

Douglas Clement - July 16 at 05:57 PM

“

Jim Bailey was an accomplished and respected Oregon Duck track teammate and
much fun. We ran mile relays together and, as a quarter miler, I was proud when our
coach Bill Bowerman had me pace him in workouts of repeat 220s. In later years, we
reconnected as I started organizing annual Lame Duck reunions of our 1950s
teammates about a decade ago and we became good friends. Jim (later preferred
James) was appreciative of and generous to those he welcomed as a friend. I came
to know him as an introspective, caring, and selfless person. He was bright and
articulate; he had an interesting and, to many, a meaningful life. I will miss one of the
most unique persons I have known!
Jerry Christian

Jerry Christian - July 16 at 04:55 PM

“

I would like to recognize Tashie Zang who was instrumental in organizing the
memorial service, arrangements, and all things associated with the celebration of his
life. James was near and dear to us as he celebrated holidays and other events with
us in our home in the later years of his life. We knew him as a friend and through the
outreach of his teammates and family we have come to know him in a whole different
way. We will surely miss him.
Bill and Tashie Zang

Bill and Tashie Zang - July 15 at 04:59 PM

“

Jack Bremer, Villanova University, class of '72, track manager '68 - '72. ... While I
never crossed paths with James while he was at the U of O, those on the VU track
team did. My less than 'six degrees of separation' then became only one when I met
and chauffered James around at the 2019 Lame Duck reunion at the Nike campus
last June. Just that one meeting though was a joy. James was vibrant and
personable then. It was an honor to have made his acquaintance. I was so sorry to
hear of his passing, but his legacy will live on far beyond the U of O campus and with
his teammates. My condolences to his family and the Duck running community on
their loss. He has joined the ledger page recounting so many recent passings from U
of O and Villanova. Run on James. You have stellar company.

Jack Bremer - July 14 at 12:58 PM

“

When I walked in the door of the track dressing room at Oregon for the first time, Jim
Bailey was already an NCAA mile champion. We were teammates for three years,
although I never came close to his level. yet in all that time, he never talked down to
me,

ignored me, or was anything but helpful. I met him a few times in the years that
followed
and then recently every year at the Lame Ducks meetings. In all of those some 60
years
I always thought of him as as terrific human being, and will remember him so.
Phil Knight
phil knight - July 14 at 12:25 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

George Ferran - June 30 at 09:47 PM

“

James will be missed. I met James working at the Sunset Verizon store where he
would visit quite often. James and I became quite close. We were both former elite
athletes, James was history though, he was the first human being to run a sub 4
minute mile on U.S. soil. James became a kind and thoughtful soul, he had many
regrets and many lovely memories. RIP James Bailey, you deserve it.

George Ferran - June 30 at 09:45 PM

“

I met James while working at Solstice Senior Living. He always had me laughing. We
had a little bit in common. We both ran the mile. Even though my mile time was not
quite as good as James, he always assured me that I could probably beat him. My
condolences go out to the family. Rest in peace James. You were a great guy, and
will never be forgotten.

Robert Westman - April 10 at 02:48 PM

“

James was a wonderful, thoughtful man. I remember how humble and charitable he
was, for example faithfully bringing an elderly woman to church every Sunday. May
he rest in peace. - Joe.

Joseph St.Hilaire - April 10 at 02:04 PM

“

From the Westford family. I lit a green candle for Oregon even though we are
Huskies!

Westford family - April 09 at 04:50 PM

“

James was a 2x guest of The Overton Park 5 Mile Classic Race in Memphis, Tn. He
made a strong impact on several of us here in Memphis.
I enjoyed going to church with him while he was here and listening to his stories of
running, his life and his family. His sister whose the nun and all his kids. We talked
quite a bit. He will be deeply missed by the Memphis running community and myself.
I am sorry for the family's loss
Paul Sax.

Paul Sax - April 08 at 10:12 PM

“

Radine. Carey lit a candle in memory of James Bailey

Radine. Carey - April 08 at 10:06 PM

