Ignac Pajnogac
July 15, 1947 - June 21, 2016

Ignac “Ignacio” Pajnogac, age 68 of Bellingham, WA passed away unexpectedly at home
on June 21, 2016. Ignacio was born in Cakovac, Croatia on July 15, 1947 to Petar and
Verona Pajnogac.
After moving to U.S. he lived in Ohio and California before moving to Bellingham. Ignacio
was a faithful member of Church of the Assumption and was a lifetime commercial
fisherman. He loved spending time at his peaceful home where he enjoyed cooking for
others, woodworking, tending his garden and watching the birds. His greatest love was his
family and God.
He is survived by daughter Veronika Pajnogac, son Myles Pajnogac, granddaughter Emily,
and his longtime companion Gayle Leese. He is also survived by Gayle’s seven children;
Eric (Shanine), Heather, Kimberly (Justin), Christopher, James, Ethan and Jack,
Veronika’s sister Haileigh, and many loving relatives and friends.
Visitation will be from 3-5 PM on Wednesday, June 29th. Mass of Christian Burial will be at
10:30 AM on Thursday, June 30th at Church of the Assumption. Committal will follow at
Greenacres Cemetery.

Events
JUN
29

Visitation

03:00PM - 05:00PM

Westford Funeral Home & Cremation Services
1301 Broadway, Bellingham, WA, US, 98225

JUN
30

Mass of Christian Burial

10:30AM

Church of the Assumption
2116 Cornwall Ave, Bellingham, WA, US, 98225

Comments

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Klaudia Vinkovic - June 30, 2016 at 12:04 PM

“

I relished every chance I had to speak with Ignac. As a new arrival in Squalicum
Valley he was one of the first to reach out and get to know me and my family. He
walked by frequently and often would stop and chat for a few minutes. He always
asked such great questions and seemed to always have a complimentary word to
say. Truly one of his other callings could have been as a diplomat. A class act and a
gentleman!
Just week before last I had two opportunities to speak with Ignac. I was at the
hardware store with my brother and my 2 year old. We spoke about his 3 year old
granddaughter and the joy and challenges the wee ones bring. He reminded me,
very kindly, that you don't need to say, "No" too often. "They will learn what to touch
and what not to touch." He also stopped by to take a look at an outdoor table I was
working on. He spoke fondly of the previous occupant of our house, Mr. Otten and
the kindness he had been shown by him. My kids were near by and needed me so I
had to say goodbye. As he left he said, "The children must come first." I always will
treasure and appreciate his presence and his gracious words.
God Speed Ignac!!

Ephraim Kurszewski - June 29, 2016 at 11:47 AM

“

I am so sad to learn of Ignac's sudden passing. I saw him on Monday while at work
at the Rome Store. He was buying some more begonias for his beautiful gardens
that he loved so much. He was such a nice man and so easy to talk to. All of us at
the store loved talking and visiting with im.
He loved to share his faith in God, and loved his family so very much.
I Pray for comfort and God's love for the family.
God Bless, Kim Minge

Kimberlee Minge - June 27, 2016 at 11:42 PM

“

Ignac was such a kind and gentle soul. He will be missed dearly. It was our pleasure
to share with him the many family gatherings at Eric and Shanine's house. His love
of family and God was obvious to all of us. We will truly miss his telling of all the
many stories and adventures about his homeland and his life. Gayle we are so sorry
for your incredible loss and know we are praying for you and sending you many hugs
and kisses.
Sam and Josephine Posehn

josephine posehn - June 25, 2016 at 05:53 PM

“

I am so sorry for your loss. I did not know Mr. Pajnogac, but I was moved to leave a
message after reading of him. May you find comfort in your memories, family and
friends (Proverbs 17:17). For additional comfort may you find it in God who cares for
you (1 Peter 5:7). Please accept my deepest condolences.

Jade C - June 25, 2016 at 08:33 AM

“

Ignac was a great man! Always made my family feel part of his own. His smile and
just the way he made everyone feel at home I will truly miss! When Ignac was called
home, one of the most kindest men to walk this earth was sent to be with his
grandson owen. I know ignac is teaching owen how to plant a garden up in heaven!
Ignac, u will be missed until we met again! Robby lancaster and family

Robby Lancaster - June 24, 2016 at 11:48 PM

“

We didn't know Ignac all that well, but he was always present at the get togethers my
brother Justin and wife Kim had. There were always so many people at these
gatherings that we didn't know, but Ignac always made it a point to come up to us
and see how we were and always made us feel welcome.
He was one of the nicest people we have ever met.
Outside of the gatherings we all attended, we didn't see him very much, but just
about a week ago or so my husband ran into at a store; and of course he went up to
Jeff shook his hand and asked how the family was.
Ignac will be forever missed and personally my brother and sister in laws future
gatherings will not be the same without him.
Gayle, you have been in my thoughts pretty constantly, if there's anything at all we
can do for you please don't hesitate to ask.

Kelly DeFries and Jeffery Peterson - June 24, 2016 at 08:12 PM

“

Ignac was great and kind man who would do just about anything for anyone. He was
an amazing Grandfather to my boys and great partner in life for my Mother in law.
Ignac will be missed immensely.

Justin DeFries - June 24, 2016 at 08:09 PM

“

5 files added to the tribute wall

Justin DeFries - June 24, 2016 at 08:07 PM

“

The best neighbor anyone could ever have. Always there with a helping hand without ever
being asked. Loved our visits with him and thoroughly enjoyed his stories & wisdom. He will
be greatly missed. Gail, if you need anything, please don't hesitate to ask.
The Baker Family - June 27, 2016 at 01:43 AM

“

What a great person. Time spent with him felt like treasured moments and I wish there had
been more. I remember getting my car stuck in a ditch at Lake Samish when I was in high
school. It was on its side teetering and almost falling completely over. He appeared out of
nowhere with his two small children, at the time, and started helping me tow it out without
even asking if I needed help. He was kind and caring with a heart of gold. May you rest in
peace Ignac and know that you are loved.
Amina Ingram - June 27, 2016 at 11:19 AM

“

Unfotunately I have never met my uncle Ignac. After reading here what people write about
him I regret it all the more. Im so sorry..
Klaudia Vinkovic - June 30, 2016 at 12:03 PM

