Ian Monson
February 11, 1926 - June 8, 2012

02/11/1926 – 06/08/2012
Ian (George) Monson, age 86, passed away June 8, 2012 at Whatcom Hospice House in
Bellingham. He was born February 11, 1926 in Bellingham to George and Vera Monson.
Ian attended Bellingham High School where, he was student body president and his future
wife, Ruth Haveman, was vice-president. They were married in Bellingham on June 12,
1948. Ian was a school teacher at Whatcom Junior High and Bellingham High School for
36 years. He enjoyed cutting wood for fires, fishing, hiking, crabbing, and summers at the
family cabin on Lake Samish where special gatherings were highlighted by his fabulous
“salmon barbeques.” Throughout his life he was always willing and able to help others with
projects using his woodworking and construction skills. Later, in retirement, Ian and Ruth
spent many winters touring the Southwest with their trusty “XL” 5th wheel trailer in tow.
Visiting the Kaisers in the “desert oasis” of Quartzsite, AZ was always a highlight of these
trips. Ian was preceded in death by his wife Ruth. He was a caring and supportive parent
and adored having grandchildren and great grandchildren. Ian is survived by his daughter
Kathy (husband Fred) Kaiser, son Steve Monson, grandchildren Elizabeth, Max (wife
Paulina) Kaiser and Matthew (wife Carolyn) Monson and their son Caleb, sister/brother-inlaw Margaret and Don Lind, sister-in-law Pat Haveman and many close relatives and
friends. Memorials may be made to Whatcom Hospice. A private graveside service will be
held.

Comments

“

I was blessed to have Mr. Monson as my wood shop teacher at BHS. He actually
allowed me to be the Shop Foreman one quarter, and he claimed that I was the first
girl allowed that title in his class! He was kind, thoughtful and humorous with his
instruction. He will truly be missed, but I have very fond memories of him.

Lynda Hinton - June 17, 2012 at 03:03 PM

“

Monson Family,
Sorry sorry about your second loss in such a short time. May it help a little to know
so many people care. Gale taught with your Dad at both Whatcom & BHS. And we
camped a few times with your folks— great people!

Gale & Dot Ramerman - June 17, 2012 at 10:59 AM

“

Kathy — So sorry to learn of your Dad’s passing. Our condolences to all the family.
Please let us know if we can help.

Jerry & Karen Eklund - June 14, 2012 at 12:36 PM

“

Ian was a mentor to me throughout my youth. We did many things together. Playing
at the lake, haying at the Lockhart farm, fishing off Lummi to name a few. We had
parallel careers but 80 miles apart so we didn’t often see one another. When we did it
was as if we hadn’t been apart for long. My Dad and Ian were always good friends.
We will always remember him fondly. With love, Cousin Jim Lockhart

Jim Lockhart - June 12, 2012 at 05:15 PM

“

I was so saddened to see your Dad’s name in the paper this am. Please know we
are thinking of you all and send our love and our prayers.

Jan McDonald - June 12, 2012 at 08:30 AM

“

I was honored to have Mr. Moson as a teacher in high school. I’ll always remember
him. Rest In Peace Mr. Monson.

Tom Warner - June 12, 2012 at 06:54 AM

