Hugh Fleetwood
July 17, 2011

03/18/1930-07/17/2011
Hugh Fleetwood, age 81, passed away peacefully at his Bellingham home on July 17,
2011 from complications of Parkinson’s disease. He was born March 18, 1930 in Grayling,
MI to Arthur and Dorothy Fleetwood. Hugh grew up in Beulah, MI on the shores of Crystal
Lake. After graduating from Benzonia High School in 1948 Hugh attended the University
of Michigan. He interrupted his education to join the Army and served as an officer in
Korea during the Korean War. Following his military service he returned to Ann Arbor to
complete his Bachelor’s Degree. He briefly attended Yale Divinity School before returning
to Ann Arbor to earn his Ph.D. in Philosophy. He married Julie Bowles in 1956 in Detroit,
MI. Hugh and Julie moved to Bellingham in 1962 where he began teaching in the
Philosophy Department at WWU. Hugh was an active member of the community, including
serving 16 years on the Board of the Interfaith Coalition (4 years as Board President). He
was a lifetime member of the ACLU (3 years as WA State Board President), served on the
Vestry of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church and on the Institutional Review Board (IRB) for
PeaceHealth Hospitals. Hugh had many interests, including gardening, backpacking and
mountain climbing, cooking and winemaking, traveling, reading, and listening to classical
music. Hugh was preceded in death by brothers Larry and Carl and sisters Patti and Lorna
Joanne. He is survived by his loving wife of 55 years, Julie, son Seth Fleetwood, daughter
Amy Fleetwood and her daughters Sarita and Martha and their father Craig Bradshaw,
brother Bernard Fleetwood, and numerous nieces and nephews. Visitation will be held at
Westford Funeral Home from 3-5 p.m. on Friday, July 22. A Memorial Service will be held
at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church at 2 PM on Saturday, July 23rd. A reception will follow at
the church. Memorials in Hugh’s name may be made to the Interfaith Coalition, Whatcom
Hospice, Whatcom Community Foundation or the WWU Foundation.
// <![CDATA[
jQuery(document).ready(function () {
jQuery(".gallery1 a").attr("rel","gallery1");
jQuery('a[rel="gallery1"]').colorbox({title: function(){ return jQuery(this).children().attr("alt");
}});

});
// ]]>

Comments

“

Julie, Amy and Seth,
My deepest sympathy for your loss. I just found out today, otherwise, I would have
been at the service for Hugh. I will always have wonderful memories of him and your
entire family. Sending you all my love and prayers.

Sue Doupe (Choate) - August 08, 2011 at 12:53 PM

“

Seth, Julie, and family.

Judy and Barry Buchanan - July 28, 2011 at 12:50 PM

“

Julie, How very sad for you – even knowing it is coming (and it will for all of us!)
probably doesn’t help much to fill the emptiness of the end of a beautiful shared life. I
am so glad Marshall and I had lunch with you last year. I know Hugh did a lot and
meant a lot to many people through the years. My love to you – and I hope I will see
you now and then in the future. Aloha. Ernestine

Ernestine (Forrest) Tabrah - July 25, 2011 at 05:13 PM

“

On the day Hugh died I was with friends at The Trout, a pub outside Oxford where
Hugh and Julie bought me lunch in 1975. They have been the dearest of friends for
many years. My love to Julie, Amy and Seth. Hope to see you soon.
Dave

David Mason - July 24, 2011 at 12:12 PM

“

Julie, Amy, and Seth, we are very sorry to hear of Hugh’s passing. The Dittmar family
in Michigan sends their condolences and has you in their thoughts and prayers. We
remember the wonderful lunch both our family’s had together recently at the Seattle
waterfront, where we shared memories from growing up in Michigan to our lives as
we settled across the country. Hugh was a wonderful loving person and he always
will be remembered by us.

David & Kelly Dittmar - July 23, 2011 at 08:27 AM

“

I only knew Hugh as a major figure on the WWU campus, where he was never
hesitant to express his views. He was thoughtful and outspoken; an endless source
of reason, and his contributions were most valuable. Not many like him any more.

Lou Lippman - July 22, 2011 at 07:05 PM

“

Such a sweet man with such a remarkable family. We feel fortunate to have known
him, even just a little. Peace be with you all.

Chris and Jo Morgan - July 22, 2011 at 05:21 PM

“

I am truly sorry for your loss, but there is reason to hope. God promises that there
will be a resurrection for all those found in his memory. (Acts 24:15) Yes, we have the
beautiful hope of seeing our loved ones again since they are simply asleep in death.
(John 11:11,14) Once these things take place a beautiful future awaits us all. (Psalms
37:10,11,29; Isaiah 65:21-25; Revelation 21:3,4) tymack79@aim.com

Ty - July 22, 2011 at 03:36 PM

“

My heart goes out to your family at this time.

Mary - July 22, 2011 at 03:17 PM

“

Dear Aunt Julie, Seth, Amy, Sarita, and Martha,
We will miss Uncle Hugh and all the wonderful times with him. We are so sad that we
can’t be there but our thoughts, love and prayers will be with all of you during this
time.

Becky, Jim, Locklin & Kaitlin - July 22, 2011 at 11:49 AM

“

So sorry for the loss of your husband, father & grandfather. He was a respected
scholar & community leader. Hugh was always working to make Bellingham a better
place to live & work and his leadership will be missed. God speed.

Chris & Dorothy Goldsmith - July 22, 2011 at 10:11 AM

“

Julie, I wanted to reach out to you and tell you that while I never got to meet your
beloved husband and lifelong friend, I know him to be an incredibly wonderful father
through my work the past 7 months with your son. Seth has shared some stories
about him and in this short time of getting to know Seth, I know that he must have
had an amazing Dad. Knowing Hugh was getting ready to depart this life, I had this
desire to meet him and tell him that he had a remarkable son and how proud he must
be…and that I knew he was that way because he had such a remarkable Dad. Since
I didn’t get that opportunity I wanted to share that with you. I hope to meet you one
day, and wish I could give you a hug at the service, but I am heading out of town. I
look forward to one day meeting you and hearing stories about Hugh, in celebration
of a life worth honoring and learning from forever. May you find complete joy in the
celebration of his life at his service and enjoy bathing yourself in the love that gathers
for you and your family. Will be thinking of you and your children this weekend. Much
love, Jill

Jill MacIntyre Witt - July 22, 2011 at 07:19 AM

“

I remember Hugh in many ways, all positive. At Fairhaven College, I could urge
students to take a Western philosophy course and know it would be highly
competent. Then there were the many trips together to and from Seattle when we
were both on the ACLU state board. And best of all, two mountain peaks: Baker and
Olympus. The latter involved an 18-mile hike to base camp, a successful ascent, and
then 18 miles back out through the Hoh Rain Forest. All this added up to a faculty
friendship that I cherished and will greatly miss.
Bob Keller

Bob Keller - July 21, 2011 at 11:03 AM

“

To the Family::
After having read about your loved one in the obituary, it brought to mind the promise
that the Bible holds out at
Revelation 2l:3,4 where it says that the Grand Creator Jehovah God will wipe away
sickness and death forever. (Psalms 83:18) It is at that time all the pressures of this
world will be gone and people can be happy and enjoy life like we were created to
do. I am sure that your loved one; and many other people, would enjoy living at such
a time and that is what Jesus’ words promise:
“Do not marvel at this, because the hour is coming in which all those in the memorial
tombs will hear his voice and come out.” (John 5:28,29)
Many families like yours will reap rich blessings and be reunited with their lost loved
ones.(John 17:3)
I truly hope these scriptures can be of comfort.

Dolon Peete - July 21, 2011 at 02:58 AM

“

Julie, Amy and Seth,

Larry and Barbara Daugert - July 20, 2011 at 05:53 PM

“

I will always be able to call up memories of years past and see Hugh strolling across
campus – striding, if he was on his way to class – with a smile on his face. He was a
colleague of good cheer and more, a colleague whose integrity we could count on.
My heartfelt thoughts are with you, Julie, and with the family.
Linda S.

Linda Smeins - July 20, 2011 at 01:53 PM

“

Dear Amy:

Pam Young - July 20, 2011 at 01:22 PM

“

Seth,

Nancy Moore - July 20, 2011 at 12:44 PM

