Gregory Thomas Francis Pitsch Sr
December 20, 1933 - April 16, 2019

Gregory Thomas Francis Pitsch, Sr., age 85, passed away peacefully at home in
Bellingham, surrounded by his wife and seven children, on Tuesday, April 16, 2019. He
was born in Los Angeles, CA on December 20, 1933. Greg, his mother Beatrice, and his
sister Pat faced a difficult time making ends meet during the Great Depression in Los
Angeles due to the constant unemployment of the husband, Anthony Nunamaker. Beatrice
decided to move to her mother's hometown of Bellingham, WA. They were welcomed into
the home of her parents where they remained until 1945 when, after her first marriage
ended in divorce, she was married to Francis "Frank" Pitsch.
Frank moved the family to Richmond, CA where he was employed in the fish processing
industry. While living in the Bay Area, Greg attended St. Joseph's Academy in Berkeley,
CA. Three years later (1948) the family moved back to Bellingham where Greg graduated
from Bellingham High School in 1952.
During the Korean War Greg enlisted in the U.S. Air Force. He was stationed at three
bases before he was able to complete his four year enlistment at McClellan A.F.B., CA,
where he worked as an aircraft mechanic. While stationed in California, he met and
married his wife of 64 years, Joyce Elaine Holton Pitsch. They were married at the Base
Chapel, and two of their seven children were born at the Base Hospital.
After his discharge from the Air Force, Greg worked at the Shell Oil Refinery for three
years before attending Western Washington College of Education to obtain a teaching
degree. Upon graduation in 1963, he started his teaching career at Roeder Elementary.
He was then moved to Bellingham High School where he was chairman of the Special
Education Program. He also coached baseball and wrestling. He later returned to Western
where he added psychology to his teaching resume and he taught that subject at BHS. He
taught at BHS for 25 years. He retired from public school teaching in 1990. He continued
teaching psychology for four more years at Whatcom Community College. Greg also had
spent his summers and evenings at Western where he trained teachers who were seeking
certification in special education, and at WCC where he taught psychology.
Greg was an active member of Assumption Church. He was a Eucharistic Minister, and he
served two terms as a member of the Parish Council. He taught religious education
classes, and he tutored after school at the Assumption School. Greg was also a long-time

member of National Education Association and the Bellingham Education Association
where he served more than a few years as an officer.
Greg was always active athletically. He was one of the pioneer members of the Slo-Pitch
League in which he played until he was 50 years old. He was an active runner and
competed in many of the local running events in the Puget Sound area. He was most
proud of the fact that he was a daily lap swimmer at the Bellingham Athletic Club where he
would swim a half mile a day.
Greg is survived by his wife, Joyce, and his seven children: Gregory Jr. (Wendy), Patrick
(Julie), Timothy, Anne (Tim Bender), Mary, Francis (Melissa) and Elizabeth (Todd
Traversy). He is also survived by 21 grandchildren and 11 great-grandchildren. Mass of
Christian Burial will be held at Church of the Assumption on Friday, May 3rd at 10:30 AM.
Reception following at the church. Committal following at 2 PM at Greenacres Memorial
Park. Memorials in Greg’s name may be made to Whatcom Hospice. You may share
memories with the family at www.westfordfuneralhome.com.
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Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Westford Funeral Home & Cremation Services - April 25 at 12:50 PM

“

As good fortune would have it I taught next door to Greg for many years at BHS
where
as my Department Chairman, Greg's advice, encouragement, wise counsel could't
have been more appreciated. Greg cared about all of his students and was
dedicated to
providing them with the foundations and lessons that would serve them throughout
their lives.Often we talked of his pride of his immediate and extended family and his
love for Joyce who was a blessing for the family. With the passing of my mentor I will
always remember his smile that seemed infectious with his eyes twinkling. Greg's
legacy
will be felt by his family, his students and his former colleagues and coaching
associates, and his Catholic community. His presence has left this world a better and
more compassionate place.Thank you Greg for all that you've done with your
service. Sincerely, Join Craig

John A Craig - May 06 at 02:05 PM

“

I would like to share a memory of Greg that is probably only know by one Psychology
class of students from BHS and a transformational example to me. We had a young
man in our class that appeared to possibly have more struggles at home than others.
Greg loved the way the guys name rolled off his tongue. He would say it in a very
exaggerated way. Most often, he rolled into class, sliding into his chair near the back
of the classroom - late. Sometimes it was just after the bell and sometimes it was
well past the bell. He was usually pretty disheveled with glossy, slicked back black
hair and black rimmed glasses. Prior to that class, I had rarely heard his voice. There
were a few guys who took it upon themselves to try and embarrass him on a regular
basis. Instead of handling this bullying like most other teachers would have Greg
transformed his image into one of mystic and awe. In the beginning, on the days he
missed class, which seemed to be often, he created a story about him turning him
into a James Bond type guy in the form of a Mob hit man. He made up extensive
travel and intrigue stories of him traveling the word on “hits”. I am not sure he initially
understood what was going on. When he would slide into his chair, Greg would make

comments about a ‘late flight from Paris’ (or New York or Berlin, etc) and give an
exaggerated wink in Franks direction. As the quarter went on we all looked forward to
him sliding into his chair to hear story continue. I felt like I could see his self esteem
blossom throughout the quarter. He transformed his image over that quarter and was
such a great example of a different way to handle situations. Thank you Greg - you
did a lot of good in the life’s of others. I am sure there are lots more of these quiet
leadership stories about this exceptional man.
Rena Jansen - May 05 at 09:43 PM

“

Greg Pitsch, was a great man, funny and stern. I credit him for a positive changes in
my life. He was one of my teachers in high school. He changed my attitude for the
better and showed me how much education was important. He will always have a
special place in my heart. I have and will thank him for his service to education. I
would like to express my condolence to his family and thank them for sharing him
with me as a great role model and educator.

Andy McAfee - April 29 at 10:43 AM

“

Greg was truly special. I;ve never known anyone who could bring laughter and fun to any
event he attended. He was loyal, honest, and friends with everyone, and could relate
stories like no one else. The community lost one of its finest men, with Greg's passing.
Heaven will never be the same, now that Greg has arrived...he is being welcomed with
open arms.
Dick Stark - April 29 at 05:14 PM

“

“

Thanks Andy. He spoke glowingly about you.
Frank Pitsch - April 30 at 11:45 AM

I took Mr Pitsch's Psychology Class as a senior in the Spring of 1977 and I haven't
been "normal" since. I regret I never thanked him for that gift.
My sincere condolences to the entire family and extended family and friends as they
venture forth in life without this force of nature. I look forward to hearing many stories
about this wonderful man, teacher, father, uncle and grandfather on May 3rd.

Kristy Marshall - April 19 at 12:48 PM

“

Greg was a class act. He was fun and he was deep down decent. I am proud to call
him a colleague. I was talking to a fellow teacher and we remembered how fortunate
we had been in role models at BHS. Greg was one of the best. My heartfelt
condolences to his family. Maria, mi más sentido pésame.

Kathleen Waldron - April 19 at 01:17 AM

“

I learned so much from Mr. Pitsch. He made an impression on me as a teenager
that’s stuck with me to this day. I always loved it when he stopped my my science
class with Mr. O’dell to give Mr. Roberts a hard time. Loved the sense of humor!
Needless to say, my psychology class was my favorite. I almost became a
psychologist. To his family, I know you will miss him, but be glad to have the
memories I am

Mary Harris - April 18 at 10:29 PM

“

So very sad to learn of Greg's passing. He and my mother taught school together
and she always had such wonderful things to say about him as a teacher and
person. I'm confident that those who were fortunate enough to be in his class
benefited so much from his no nonsense character and knowledge passed on. I
always enjoyed seeing him at Mass and will miss him and his witty smile so much.
God's blessings on you Greg - you deserve it. And Chris and I send the entire family
our condolences. You were so fortunate to have him as a husband and father. Steve
Mura

Steven Mura - April 18 at 08:24 PM

“

Mr.Pitch, great person and teacher. As a student in his Psyc class he always did
things to get us thinking and made a potentially boring class an adventure. My class
did get a chance to pull a great prank on him. I will never forget. RIP.

Stan Hillier - April 18 at 08:04 PM

“

I attended Bellingham High School when Mr. Pitsch was teaching there. I did not
have him for a teacher. However, I knew students who did have his classes and they
always would say what a great teacher and guy he was. I have attended church with
Gregg, Joyce, Pat and Jerry for the past 71 years. What a wonderful family. The last
time I saw Gregg was at church. I went over, gave him a hug and told him I was
praying for him. He thanked me and said "I am feeling pretty good today." He told me
one time that my graduating class was his favorite. I have a feeling he told that to
many students. Such a kind heart and truly a wonderful man.

Teresa Eiden - April 18 at 01:57 PM

“

My admiration for Greg started at Assumption school, where he was my CCD
teacher. He was a huge influence in my life. Later, as an adult, we played "Slo-pitch"
together for the Beach House Pub, where we became very good friends. So many,
many great memories of our times together. I loved Greg, and will miss him greatly.
Rest in peace my friend. Thoughts and prayers are with Joyce and the kids. ~ Nick
Marette

Nick Marette - April 18 at 01:00 PM

“

Greg was one of the first friends I made after returning to Bellingham in 2015. He and
I both swam laps at around the same time and a simple smile and "hello" eventually
turned into long conversations over the years. He always had a smile and an
interesting story. When he didn't show up to swim for a couple of weeks, I worried
that his battle with cancer was not going well.
Take care my friend, I know you are in a much better place now. I will always
remember you whenever I see that empty lane in thee pool next to mine.

les ishimoto - April 18 at 12:48 PM

“

I had many great teachers growing up in Bellingham. Greg was at the top of the list.
He was an inspiration to us all, and in later years a terrific friend. I was most fortunate
to have had a long conversation with him last summer. I was able to tell him how
much I loved & respected him. Rest in Peace.

Kurt Aemmer - April 18 at 12:02 PM

“

For Anne and all the brother's and sister's Pitsch, Sheila and I are so sorry for your
loss. Though it has been years since I last spent anytime with your Dad, I always
enjoyed being around him. His sense of humor and is teasing nature was always a
joy to behold. May he rest in peace with our merciful Lord, and may the family find
comfort in your remembrance of a wonderful man. Lloyd and Sheila Branson

Lloyd Branson - April 18 at 10:36 AM

“

I just LOVED Mr Pitsch and he was one of the best teachers I recall at BHS. He was
always so kind yet authoritative, and I believe most all of us held him on a pedestal.
Rest In Peace my friend...you will be missed greatly by so many.

Lynda Hinton - April 18 at 10:10 AM

“

So grateful to have had Mr.Pitsch as a teacher at BHS... Loved him... What a wonderful
family here raised May God be with you till you meet again
Doneva - April 18 at 08:37 PM

“

I will always remember Greg belting out CCR's "Back in Lodi Again" at Jimbo's. With his
sense of humor, he made the world a better place. My condolences to Joyce, Greg Jr, and
the rest of your family. Linda
Linda McClain - April 20 at 07:39 PM

“

Best teacher ever! Twisted sense of humor that made you want to learn. Condolences to
the Pitsch family. He will be greatly misse d
John M. Andrews - April 21 at 07:09 PM

“

From The Westford Family lit a candle in memory of Gregory Thomas Francis Pitsch
Sr

From the Westford Family - April 17 at 11:24 PM

