Gilda Gagne
August 3, 1927 - August 11, 2010

8/3/1927 – 8/11/2010
Celebration of Life: Friday, August 20, 2010 at 11 AM at Westford Funeral Home.
Reception to follow.
Gilda Gagne, age 83, went to be with her Lord on August 11, 2010 in Bellingham. She
was born August 3, 1927 in Burley, Idaho, the 18th of 19 children born to John and Ellen
Heacock. Gilda worked for many years as a dental assistant and bookkeeper in
Bellingham. She married John Gagne on October 7th, 1961 in Bellingham. She enjoyed
fishing, RVing, reading, spending time on Pender Island, and playing canasta twice a
month with her card playing buddies at the Bellingham Country Club. She was a member
of Chuckanut Toastmistress, ROAL, Maple Leaf Chapter OES, and past-president of the
Senior Circle. Gilda was sweet, friendly, positive and outgoing.
She was preceded in death by her first husband, Kenneth Jacob Bright, 17 of her siblings
and sister-in-law Marilyn Freeman and her husband Jack. She is survived by her husband
of 48 years, John, daughter Sherri Jerene (husband Ted) Parker, grandson Brett (wife
Rachel) Parker and their children Jack, Kieran and Lucas, grandson Brandon Parker and
his sons Joshua and Caleb, brother Melvin (wife May) Heacock, and numerous nieces
and nephews.
Memorials may be made to your favorite charity. A Celebration of Gilda’s life will be held at
Westford Funeral Home on Friday, August 20th at 11 AM followed by a reception across
the street at Westford’s Broadway Hall. The Rev. Kevin Bond Allen will be officiating.

Comments

“

Dear John,
You must be so lonely without precious Gilda. I think of you often and my prayers are
with you.
Elaine and Ted

Elaine and Ted Sullivan - December 31, 2010 at 03:47 PM

“

Dear Sherri and Ted,
I did not know that precious Gilda had passed away until this A.M. She was such a
dear person to work with in the dental office. I could always count on her loving ways
and words.
Love, Elaine

Elaine (Versteeg)Sullivan - October 28, 2010 at 12:48 PM

“

Aunt Gilda has always been special to me as far back as I have memory. And,
Jerene has always been one of my favorite cousins. We had all kinds of adventures
both at her place and out on our farm. Then when Uncle John joined the family and
made it complete. They stocked the cabin on Pender Island and gave us a week’s
honeymoon there for our wedding present. We saw 33 deer, went swimming, hiked,
barbecued and even ate out one night at a restuarant. The last visit, I’ll never forget
was on the fourth of July, I think of ’07, when Dan and his family, my mom and I
visited. Ted barbecued and all the kids and some greats were there. It was fantastic.
And, the last I want to tell about is how she had such compassion for my husband
after his back surgery. Her many prayers and her sending a beautiful CD with
Healing songs on it really ministered to my husband. Gilda, Dora and my mom, Kay,
all three came into Bethel Temple together as teens. She still had a great faith in God
when she called to check-up on us just a few weeks before her going home. I love
and miss her very much. She left us a great heritage in the Lord. Her loving niece,
Diola

Rev. Dr. William E. and Diola I. Willoughby III - October 13, 2010 at 06:43 PM

“

I was very sad to hear of Aunt Gilda’s passing. I always enjoyed our chats on the
phone. She always took interest in what was going on in my life even if it had been
many years since the last time I had seen her. For my wedding, she sent me a
fabulous stainless steel coffeemaker because I said I liked coffee. I think of her every
time I make coffee in it. She reminded me of my Grandma Kay to whom I was very
close. I shall miss her greatly.

Kristina Henson (Willoughby) - October 13, 2010 at 08:44 AM

“

I am so sorry to hear of Gilda’s passing, I could hardly believe it. I didn’t realize she
was ill, she was always so cheerful. She was a lovely lady, and I will miss her.

Lois Matty - August 19, 2010 at 11:39 PM

“

I wanted to say what a great person Gilda was. Many times one hears that sons-inlaw & mothers-in-law don’t always get along that well. That definately was not the
case with Gilda & myself. She treated me like a true son. She was a generous and
loving mother-in-law and grandmother. I’ll miss her dearly, and will never forget her.
Her loving son-in-law, Ted.

Ted Parker - August 17, 2010 at 06:16 PM

“

Thank you, honey. You really made me remember all those times, too. I know she
loved you very much. You were her first grandchild and always held a special place
in her heart. She would always tell me to just let you “be a little boy” and not be so
strict about some things. We’ll all miss that special person she was in our lives. Love
you, son.

Sherri Parker - August 17, 2010 at 06:06 PM

“

My grandmother, “Baba” was beyond compare when it came to being a Grandma. As
a child, she enriched my imagination with clever tales of little boys who traveled to
distant places in search of adventure. She shared with me a special place at her and
Papa’s cabin on Pender Island, ��Baba’s Rock”, which is one of my most treasured
childhood memories of her. She made brilliant clam chowder that was thick with
potatoes and “good size” pieces of bacon. She was always happy to see me and had
a very unique way of making me feel like I was the most important person in her
world. Family was extremely important to her and ours will now be sadly missing a
significant influence. I cannot describe the happiness that I have of you being in my
life, and more recently, the life of my wife and children, your Great Grandchildren
(known to them as “Great Baba!”). I feel as if a piece of my childhood has passed
along with you. I will forever keep the memories of you close to my heart will never
forget your laughing and smiling face. Rest in peace Baba. I will always love you.
Your eldest Grandson, Brett.

Brett Parker - August 17, 2010 at 06:44 AM

“

Sherry, I just want to say I’m sorry for your loss. I remember your Mom from our days
in the 60's. Dan

Dan Trowse - August 16, 2010 at 03:52 AM

“

Aunt Gilda you were an awesome woman, you are truly going to be missed. Love
and condolences to everyone.

Shannon Benson - August 16, 2010 at 02:11 AM

“

Gilda was blessed with a long life and a wonderful family. I am blessed to have
known her and to be good friends with her daughter. A part of her will live on in her
daughter, grandchildren and great-grandchildren and in others as she touched their
lives. We never really lose our loved ones as they are with us daily in our hearts.
When they go to the Lord, they are at peace and we can take comfort from that. God
bless everyone touched by Gilda’s passing.

Janet Journey - August 14, 2010 at 03:12 PM

