George Mason
January 4, 1926 - April 12, 2013

01/04/1926 – 04/12/2013
George Edward Mason, LCDR, USN, Retired, aged 87, of Bellingham, passed away
Friday, April 12, 2013.
George was born to George L. and Lillian Mason on January 4, 1926, in Springfield,
Missouri. As part of the Navy V12 College Training Program to supplement its force of
commissioned officers, he attended Park College in Missouri and then Northwestern
University in Illinois. He graduated from this program near the end of WWII as one of the
youngest Ensigns in the US Navy.
George married the late Margaret Ann Riggins in 1945. During their 55 year marriage,
they lived in numerous places in the US and Japan. He served in the US Navy for 22
years and retired as a Lieutenant Commander, and then settled his family in Bellingham,
in 1965. His last duty station had been as Commandant of the Bellingham Naval Reserve
Training Center. Following his Navy service, he had a long career as a banker for Seattle
First National Bank. He had been an active contributing member to many organizations in
Whatcom County. These included the American Legion, United Way, the Lions Club, the
Navy League and the Northwest Business Club. He had been president of the United Way
and of the Northwest Business Club. George believed strongly that it was a citizen’s duty
to serve his community.
George traveled extensively in the USA, Asia and Europe. He loved to tell stories about
his travels, especially those based on his experiences in the Navy. His interests were wide
and varied. He was a passionate reader and continued a life of learning until his passing.
He made it a habit to walk every day with his son David in the local parks. He enjoyed
attending events at the Mt. Baker Theater, as well as musical performances at Western
Washington University.
For decades, his Letters to the Editor appeared in the Bellingham Herald, where George
would refer to “Uncle Henry” when expressing his opinions, which were often challenging
and witty.
George is survived by three children: David Mason of Bellingham, Beth Ann Mason of
Auburn, WA and Rebecca Mason of Philadelphia. His wife, Margaret Ann, passed away in
2000 and daughter Cynthia Mason died in 1992. He is also survived by numerous

nephews and nieces.
The family is requesting that donations be made in his name to a local charity or
community service of your choice.
A Celebration of George’s life with reception will be held on Friday, May 10, at 12:00 noon
at the Squalicum Boathouse at Zuanich Point Park at 2600 Harbor Loop in Bellingham.

Comments

“

George was my XO on USS Epping Forest. He attended our wedding in Sasebo in
January 1962. After our first daughter ( Rose Helen) was born in Yokosuka, Kathleen
would bring her onboard for dinner when I had the duty. The XO kindly let Rose sleep
in his stateroom when we were eating. Another vivid memory was our arrival in
Osaka, Japan for a port visit. The XO brought the ship alongside the pier in an
impressive display of seamanship- no tugs needed. He was indeed a fine gentleman.

John and Kathleen McNamara - May 19, 2013 at 07:01 PM

“

Rebecca,
My thoughts are with you, Beth and David today. I remember your Dad as a gentle
soul with an immense depth of character. Every conversation with George included
intelligent humor and I know he will be missed by many.

Karon Simmonds - May 10, 2013 at 12:11 PM

“

My sympathies. Audrey Reedy

Audrey Reedy - May 10, 2013 at 11:44 AM

“

Hi Dave,
I just met Judy in the hallway, and learned about your Dad.
It was always absolutely clear how much you love him
and how very important he was in your life.
I know you’re going to miss him, and miss him, and keep on missing him.
I liked him when I met him, and I liked what in saw
in how you two obviously cared about each other.
I know that you will honor him in your memory,
and I can tell you that it will both feel good and hurt—-but
that’s part of how we can fulfill the importance someone holds for us.
With friendship and with love,
Galen

Galen - May 10, 2013 at 11:44 AM

“

David, I am so sorry to hear about your dad. Jim and I have fond memories of our
visit to Bellingham and the lively conversations with him and you. He was an
impressive man.

Renate Scheidler - May 10, 2013 at 11:43 AM

“

David, I cannot think of much more to say than I have already said by mail and
phone. I kept a copy of the obituary, which helps me to understand even better why
he was your best friend, as Tom was mine. You’ll think of him every day, for awhile
with aching sadness. As time goes by, I hope you will be able to focus on the good
times you and your father shared. With deep and sincere sympathy, Judy
~ Judy Zeh

Judy Zeh - May 10, 2013 at 11:43 AM

“

Dear David,
I was sorry to hear of your fathers passing. I had the honor of meeting him on several
occasions. He was impressive.

James Vincent - May 10, 2013 at 11:42 AM

“

Rebecca, I am so sorry for your loss. My prayers are with you and your family at this
time. From all the great stories, your have shared about your Dad, I know he will be
sorely missed. You and your family were lucky to have had such a wonderful Dad!
~ Bernadette Reilly

Bernadette Reilly - May 10, 2013 at 11:40 AM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with you Rebecca, as well as your brother and sister.
Remember our parents will always be looking after us and remain in our hearts. My
sincere sympathies, Sherry
~ Sherry Tepper

Sherry Tepper - May 10, 2013 at 11:40 AM

“

David, I am so sorry for your loss. As you know, I truly enjoyed meeting your father in
Barcelona. He seems to have had a full life, but I’m sure it feels too short for those
who loved him.
~ Joel Zinn

Joel Zinn - May 10, 2013 at 11:39 AM

“

On behalf of the USS Epping Forest LSD-4/MCS-7 Association, I would like to pass
on our association’s sincere condolence to the family of LCDR Mason’s. He was our
Executive Officer while I personally served onboard from March 1962 to February
1965 as a MR1 in A Division. Have fair seas on your internal mission Commander.

CWO-3 Ralph J. Fries - April 22, 2013 at 10:27 AM

“

I will miss George’s sense of humor, his stories of his navel experiences and his kind
heart. We have lost a great friend. Condolences to the family on your loss.

Ken Summers - April 21, 2013 at 05:56 AM

“

LCDR Mason really was a gentleman of the old school, much like Pete Deitsch. If
any of us picked up any of that to incorporate into our own lives, we are better people
for it. He served his country, family and community and was a steadfast example.

Randy Elmore - April 20, 2013 at 10:34 PM

“

Geo had a twinkle in his eye, a smile, and a kind word for all. Loved to pick on and
tease Geo. However what he got he returned in spades. I have lost a true friend and
foil. Gods speed Geo in your final retirement. To the family, sorry for your loss of this
wonderful man.

Garey Vodopich - April 20, 2013 at 10:08 AM

“

I was and am, a great admirer of George. He was a kind and knowledgeable man
who was able to impart much wisdom in a helpful manner to those around him. When
doing “volunteer” work with George, you always gave it the best that you could
muster, because you knew he expected nothing less than he was giving, & you did
not want to disappoint. He was a great asset to our Country, the Community, & to the

many “volunteer” organizations he was active in, finding someone to even partially fill
his shoes will be nigh on impossible. May the wind be always at your back, my friend.
Elliott Fine - April 20, 2013 at 02:11 AM

“

George was a dear man, a wise man, and I will miss his wit, smile and gentle
manner. I felt honored by his friendship these last years. May his family find comfort
in knowing that his spirit, and warm memories, will live on.

Ellen Baker - April 20, 2013 at 12:28 AM

“

George had wit and wisdom, a wry sense of humor and strong moral compass.
Loved my Uncle dearly and will miss him greatly.

Nancy Baalman - April 19, 2013 at 08:53 AM

“

We’ll miss George here at Mount Baker Theatre. At the pre-show reception for The
Taming of the Shrew, just two days before he died, he was his usual self with his
wonderful wry humor and twinkling eyes. Our thoughts are with you, David.

Emily Weiner - April 18, 2013 at 09:09 AM

“

I have many memories of George from the SeaFirst banking days and when he
became involved in the Northwest Business Club. George was truly a gentleman
from the old school, and I had great respect for his wisdom, his wit and his patriotism.
He will be greatly missed by many of us, but it was a pleasure to have known him.

Naida J. Deitsch - April 17, 2013 at 11:09 PM

“

George was a gem. The world is a smaller place in his absence. God’s speed my
friend, and smooth sailing. Thank you for your service, friendship, enthusiasm and
love of life.

Gary Goldfogel - April 17, 2013 at 03:23 PM

“

I hope my cousins are comforted in their grief. Gary

Gary Bracken - April 17, 2013 at 10:52 AM

“

George was an honorable, patriot with a strong wit. It was an honor to know him.
He was proud of his service and love of country. George will be missed. He was a
very special person. My prayers are with his family.

Lynn Carpenter - April 17, 2013 at 10:46 AM

“

Sorry for your loss, I sure the heavens have another angel to celebrate.

Bruce Undercuffler - April 17, 2013 at 09:53 AM

“

a very kind and thoughtful person with empathy toward all.

Doug Smith - April 17, 2013 at 07:46 AM

