George Michael "Mick" Butenschoen
September 16, 1945 - November 21, 2019

Mick Butenschoen, age 74, passed away peacefully surrounded by his family on
November 21st, 2019, after a month long battle with cancer. He was the oldest of 11
children born to George and Shirley (Catlin) Butenschoen in Milbank, SD. In the spring of
1946 they moved to Bellingham where he resided for the remainder of his life. He
attended Assumption School and Meridian High School. Mick enlisted in the US Army in
October of 1963 and served in Germany and Korea. He was honorably discharged in
October of 1966. Following his years in the military he joined the Local 26 (formerly Local
40) plumbers and pipefitters trade where he worked in the industry for 40 years. He retired
in 2008 and spent his time doing what he loved the most- making memories with his
family. These cherished memories included fishing, camping, crabbing, attending his
grandchildren’s sporting events, embarking on new adventures, and watching NFL games
on Sunday- go Pats!
He was preceded in death by his father George, Myrna’s parents John and Grace Hogan
and brothers-in-law Jim Walker, Don Randall and Jerry Doyle. Mick is survived by his
mother Shirley; his beloved wife of over 48 years, Myrna; his loving children Michael
(Tara), Jamie (Michael) Cordes and Ryan (Stephanie); his treasured grandchildren Kaylie
(Chris), Kaitlen (Stephen), Christian, Matthew, Madisyn, Mallory, Mason, Kyle, Gabriel and
Gavin. Mick will forever be remembered by his loving siblings Caroline (Rod), Pam
(Warren), Linda, Alana, Janis, Gina (Mike), Tammie, Mary (Joey), Mark and Scott (Janet),
along with countless lifelong friends and family whom were blessed to know him.
An informal celebration of Mick’s life with sharing time will be held at 6 pm on Monday,
December 2nd, 2019, at Westford Funeral Home, 1301 Broadway St. in Bellingham. Mass
of Christian Burial will be held at 10:30 am on Tuesday, December 3rd, 2019 at Church of
the Assumption, 2116 Cornwall Ave. in Bellingham followed by a 12 noon burial with
military honors at Greenacres Cemetery, 5700 Northwest Ave. in Ferndale. A reception
will follow at Broadway Hall, 1300 Broadway St. in Bellingham. Memorials may be made to
the Virginia Mason Foundation or the Special Olympics.

Events
DEC
2

Celebration of Life

06:00PM

Westford Funeral Home & Cremation Services
1301 Broadway, Bellingham, WA, US, 98225

DEC
3

Mass of Christian Burial

10:30AM

Church of the Assumption
2116 Cornwall Ave, Bellingham, WA, US, 98225

DEC
3

Graveside Service

12:00PM

Greenacres Memorial Park
5700 Northwest Drive, Ferndale, WA, US, 98248

DEC
3

Reception

01:00PM

Westford's Broadway Hall
1300 Broadway, Bellingham, WA, US, 98225

Comments

“

As I have reflected on my time with Uncle Mick in the passing days, I keep coming
back to the gentle giant of a man that he is. An amazing guy. Such a hard worker.
That laugh, that smile, the kind way of greeting everyone. Most of all his devotion to
you, Aunt Myrna. His love for his family. Time well spent together, continually growing
together.
He made a quiet but lasting impact on my life with his "Uncle Mickey wisdom".
Sometimes I think he was the one to coin the phrase "it is what it is". It seemed like
he always took things in stride, no matter what - even in these last months when he
just wasn't feeling well. And even when I last saw him, there was that same
comforting man talking so matter of fact about the road he was walking. I can't
imagine anyone who has met him, spend time with him, not coming away a better
person because of his kindness, his dedication to family and friends, his great
example, both spoken and unspoken. His legacy lives on in his your children. You
both have raised three smart, giving and grounded people. The kind of people this
world needs more of. And that same legacy is being passed on to their children.
What a blessing to know him and be called "niece."
Shea

Shea Rhodefer - December 02 at 11:51 PM

“

A dear neighbor, Mike allowed me to ride on his property and always had a warm
How are you? When we met on our road, he always had sweet smile. We will miss
him.

Lisa McKeen - December 02 at 02:07 PM

“

Our Graddaughters became friends in kindergarten, 8 years ago, our children
became friends, We as the grandparents became friends! Every soccer game, every
basketball game, every school event...We became camping partners as we were
invited to be part of the Butenschoen family campout. Mick was a great person and
friend. He will be so missed.
Paul and Paulette Love

Paulette Love - December 01 at 07:26 PM

“

Mick was in my office many times over the years with one or the other or both of his
parents, and was always great to work with: caring, patient, kind, friendly and
sensible. Rest in peace, Mick!
Mark Lindenbaum, MD, PhD

Mark Lindenbaum - November 29 at 11:53 AM

“

I too worked at GP...Always enjoyed talking to Mick...We would also run into
Mick at little league games...Great guy...My sincere condolences...
Monty Westford

Monty Westford - November 25 at 06:44 PM

“

My son Ryan played baseball with Matthew Butenschoen with Coach Mike, I
remember Mick & Myrna at EVERY game rain or shine, they were a great support to
our boys. Always cheering and encouraging. You will be missed.
My condolences to your family. Love & prayers to you all. Tami & Ryan Miller

Tami Miller - November 25 at 06:17 PM

“

I worked with Mick for many years. Lots of good memories! Our thoughts and prayers
are with Myrna and their families.

Ken and Sandy Lane - November 23 at 11:37 AM

“

Sleep well dear friend, a better man I have not known ,you have been chosen by god
to be on his team to watch over others that need help, your friendship concern and
willingness to help others is a virtue not many have .your smile would open any
closed door and you would treat all with respect. I'm so glad I got to work with you so
many years and you always did more than your share.and always with a laugh or
two.Your Sons and Daughter are well prepared to step up and make sure all stays
well. I thank you for your friendship ,a better man I have never met.
Harold and Dorothy .Hurlbert

Harold Hurlbert - November 23 at 02:20 AM

“

I remember when we would come to the farm. We loved going there. Mick would be
milking the cows. He would squirt the milk for all the wild cats. And me! I didn't mind.
You will be missed. Prayers.

Julie Patenall - November 22 at 11:31 PM

“

Uncle Mick may have had to run through a few nieces names before he got mine
right, but when he did he’d delight in inquiring about me & my life. Both Uncle Mick &
Aunt Myrna made everyone feel welcomed & their home holds so many of my
precious childhood memories. Uncle Mick was respected & loved by all of us- and
there’s a lot of us! We all enjoyed his mannerisms & laugh. There’s absolutely no
words to capture all the ways he will be missed. Carla Doyle (one of several nieces,
grateful to have been born into the Butenschoen tribe )

Carla Doyle - November 22 at 10:53 PM

“

Mick and I were more like brothers than uncle and nephew. As kids, we spent many happy
hours playing in the creek near the Dewey Road farm, or scampering over the rocks at the
end of Harris street when he lived on the south side. Every bird in Dewey Valley would
shake in fear at the sight of Mick and I with our BB guns.
We always seemed to lead parallel lives. We both went into the Army and went to Korea in
the Engineers. After the service we both got married, both became pipefitters, built our
homes and raised our families. We worked on some jobs together, took some road trips
together and both went through major health problems with Nancy and Myrna at the exact
same time.
Mick was always happy, and always willing to help without asking anything in return. He
was always a loving husband, father, and grandfather. I always admired how he could
lunge into a project without plans or drawings and it always turned out perfect. How he
always made lemonade out of all of life’s lemons, and how he could balance his coffee mug
on his knee and it never fell. Mick was a special person and we loved him. God, we are all
going to miss him.
David Butenschoen - November 23 at 03:23 PM

“

I knew Mick from our days at GP and Haskell's and he always had a smile on his face and
a good word to speak. You couldn't find a harder worker. My condolences to Myrna and the
family.
Jeff Barclay - November 24 at 10:29 AM

“

Myrna and family, I'm sorry for your loss. I had the privilege of working with Mick for many
years , he was the best of the best he will be missed by so many people; heavan just got a
little bit better.....RIP my good friend.
robert melvin - November 24 at 12:44 PM

“

Mick and I were classmates at Meridian. He was fun loving and smiled often. He and my
brother, Richard Anderson (Rick) were friends. Mick was at Rick's memorial service in
November 2017 and was good to see him then. Blessings and condolences to Myrna and

the family
Lindamarie Spencer - November 25 at 03:49 PM

“

My prayers are with you, Myrna and family. I wish I were closer so could attend the mass at
Assumption. God's loving arms surround you, Mary Lindeman
Mary Lindeman - December 02 at 09:37 PM

