Fay Fenske
February 22, 1952 - January 3, 2019

Fay Emily Fenske, of Bellingham, WA, passed away Thursday, January 3, 2019
surrounded by her family. She was 66, born February 22, 1952 in Salt Lake City, UT to
Benjamin and Helen (Robertson) Burnett. Fay is survived by her daughters, Emily Fenske
and Trista (Joel) Metz; sister Julia Durr, brother Martin Burnett and sister Benita Ballif, and
many nieces and nephews.
Fay attended Pacific Lutheran University, graduating in 1974, where she was a member of
the women’s crew team. Fay worked at the Bellingham Public Library for 30+ years and
retired in February of 2018. During her time at the library Fay created many amazing
costumes and puppets for the children’s library. Fay had her own sewing and alteration
business, established in 1993, Fay’s Fancies. In her retirement Fay enjoyed volunteering
for the Bellingham Theater Guild making costumes and props. Fay enjoyed traveling the
world and visiting out of town family and friends. At home Fay loved spending time with
family, sharing food and playing games. Fay loved gardening and took great pride in her
garden. Celtic music was her favorite, especially when she could see it live. Most of all
she loved and cared for all peoples around her and was always thinking of others first
before herself.
In lieu of flowers, please bring a children’s book to the service which the family will donate
in Fay’s memory. A Celebration of Life will be held 1:00 p.m., Sunday, January 13, 2019 at
Westford Funeral Home, followed by a reception across the street at Westford’s Broadway
Hall. You may share your memories of Fay at www.westfordfuneralhome.com.
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Celebration of Life

01:00PM

Westford Funeral Home & Cremation Services
1301 Broadway, Bellingham, WA, US, 98225
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Reception

02:00PM

Westford's Broadway Hall
1300 Broadway, Bellingham, WA, US, 98225

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Westford Funeral Home & Cremation Service - January 17, 2019 at 12:24 PM

“

Dear Family of Fay Fenske,
My thoughts and prayers are with you at this difficult time of loss. I was very
saddened to hear of Fay's illness and then how quickly she was taken away from
you.
I got to know Fay several years ago as a colleague in Interlibrary Loans from WCLS.
She and I attended training and workshops together, which was always such a
pleasant way to get to know one another and to catch up on life outside of library
work. I remember her as being very energetic and resourceful, always willing to help
and answer my questions. I'm glad I had the privilege of getting to know her and I'm
sure she will be missed by all who knew her.
Sincerely,
Mary Matter

Mary Matter - January 14, 2019 at 10:18 PM

“

Dear Fenske Family,
My heart goes out to you in this time of grief. Fay was well loved by all who knew her.
I just wanted to share with you some of my fondest memories. I hope you don’t
mind…
I will always remember Fay for her kindness and patience. When I first started at the
library, she was working the Help Desk, and she came to me to ask me to go to
Stacks to retrieve a book. I didn’t even know where Stacks was at the time! She just
said, “Come with me”. And off we went to Stacks! What a dear heart she was to me
that day.
Fay had the most remarkable collection of Hawaiian shirts that she wore during
summer! It was so fun to see what color combination she chose for the day. I loved
that. She inspired me to start my own collection, and whenever I wear them, I will
think of her.
When I found out that Fay was sewing and handcrafting the costumes and sets for
the Bellingham Theatre Guild, I was again astounded by Fay. I just thought, what can
this woman NOT do! It was an utter delight to see her work in “Shipwrecked”, as by
then she was the Costume Designer, WOW! The play was beautiful, and the
costumes were incredible! She captured the period and characters perfectly. Again,
WOW!
I am a better person having known Fay. She was an amazing woman and I will never
forget her.

Christina Beirith - January 13, 2019 at 12:26 PM

“

I have known Fay for nearly three decades. She blossomed as a very dedicated
“Orchestra Mother” when her two daughters were in my strings program in the
Bellingham Schools. It was a shock for me to see that she has now passed away.
Fay was a skilled seamstress and did a good job of repairing several orchestra vests
for us years ago after they had been "professionally tailored” by a lady in Skagit
County. She was always extremely generous with her time and talent, and willingly
volunteered to chaperone many of our high school orchestra tours. (Now WHO would
want to do that? Thank you, Fay!) She would also be ever-present with a needle and
thread to sew a button or stitch a seam on an orchestra outfit as needed. I visited
with her during intermission at the Beach Boy’s concert at the Mt. Baker Theatre just
last year, and she seemed to be fine, updating me on the family and such. My heart
goes out to Fay’s daughters, Emily and Trista, and to her siblings and their families
as they deal with her loss. God Bless.

Mark M Schlichting - January 11, 2019 at 05:57 PM

“

I was shocked and saddened to read of Fay's passing. She was always so helpful
whenever I had an occasion to see her. My thoughts and prayers are with her family
and friends...... Janet Straka

Janet S Straka - January 08, 2019 at 12:32 PM

“

My thoughts & prayers are with Fays Family & Friends at this difficult time. May your
Faith, Family, Friends & Many Happy Memories help you in the days to come. You
have a Very Special Guardian Angel looking down on you 24/7.

Linda Lundberg - January 06, 2019 at 07:33 PM

“

I rowed at the same time as Fay in the early 70's. I remember her very well. She came to a
Meyer/Lamberth Cup regatta not that many years ago. I'm shocked and saddened to hear
this news. She was a member of the varsity women's crew at a time when neither the
men's or women's crews had a coach. It was a wonderful time when we coached ourselves
and won our share of races, but mostly because of the close-knit relationships that were
formed through our independence, resilience, hard work and love of madcap fun! Everyone
who rowed in that era can still do the Hokey Pokey....
Blessings to Fay's family and to her memory....
Sincerely,
Dave Peterson
Dave Peterson - January 06, 2019 at 11:12 PM

“

I will always remember Faye’s smile and helpfulness in the Library. Our thoughts are with
you during this sad time.
Chris Johnsen
Friends of the Bellingham Public Library
Chris Johnsen - January 07, 2019 at 11:52 AM

“

I had the pleasure of working with Faye at the library for the last four years. She always
had such a happy glow about her and was always smiling. We talked about good books to
read and about the costumes she was making for the Theater Guild. Several of us saw
"The Christmas Schooner" in 20l7 and "Shipwrecked!" last year just to see what wonderful
things she had come up with and they were always great. I will miss her.
Julie A Marchiori - January 07, 2019 at 07:15 PM

“

Oh Faye! Just on the beginning of your retirement! I was so happy that you shared with me
your ideas for free time and leisure. Thank you for always having patience with my
questions and guidance for my research. Your sparkling eyes and warm smile brightened
my day. I will all miss you.
Roxanne Peterson
Roxanne Peterson - January 10, 2019 at 04:30 PM

“

To a very sweet sister in law who always thought of others. Trista and Emily may you both
keep all those good memories of your mother..love and hugs Aunt Sherry Fenske
Sherry Fenske - January 10, 2019 at 09:15 PM

